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1.l ntroducti1l on

11

1.2

I n 2023, Lewes District Council commissioned AECOM to wu
f oarreashefdistrict, outside of Tthiee s& aglityrhcalPDukdeehis n &dt i onal
specdiftftecomLahd Avail abi I(iLtAYANAsSs &r1scdiefiitned by AECOM
surrounding dixttreieqtsemebhe

The Landscape Sensitivity Assessment will form part of
Local Plan and will assist in guiding and informing spa
deci srieognasr di ng future | and uses in r.espect of |l andscape

The Rol e of SlarsdtAssaspedsys me nt

13

1.4

dandsSamesitivityo is defined in Nasural Englandés publ i

fLandscape sensitivity may be regarded as a measure of t
withstand specified change arising from development typ
negative effects on t hend aandds ctalipeeu ramvda bvu eshuaarl g ebsa sted ival ue
attributes of baseline |l andscape character and the visu

For the purposes of this assessment, the term | andscape
assessed as a resolamescape tsemwintirvigthy i s determined wi
|l andscape and visual value andabahtbtoapeanedr bgs@®abdtesud
from Natural Englanedoés published guidanc

Assess the
susceptibility
of the
landscape and
visual baseline
to the specific
change

Combine these to
assess landcape

sensitivity to inform
spatial planning / land
management

Assess the
values of
landscape and
visual
characteristics

Pl atRedroducFignrefl: Assessing LAmdagppeaSensotli andycape
sensitivityiaesesbmemtspatial planninglaandalPakEdgmandgement

! The Lewes Land Availability Assessment 2023 was in progress at the time of writing. Available at: https://www.lewes-
eastbourne.gov.uk/article/1934/Land-Availability-Assessment?p=2

2 Natural England (2019) An approach to landscape sensitivity assessment i to inform spatial planning and land
management.[online] Available
at:https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/817928/landscape-
sensitivity-assessment-2019.pdf
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1.6

1.7

Pl

1.8

1.9

1.10

111

1.12

1.13

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment is a process to inform
| and manalgeenndesnctape Sensitivity Assessment informs spatia

pr

Th
As

inciple of a particular type of change scenario

ps ocedistsfers to sensi tGuwidegl idrds nfeadr wiamdscame and Vi s
sess melmti r d AMPtAihoinch rteiersensitivity of the | andscape

speci fic devel opment, rat her than t helagnednsecime idteivei oy me
Assess.ment

Thiiesndscape Sensi tdodst yn oAts sessadsutrcaalp aEriglyando®? publ i she
sets out the distinction between Landscape Capacity Stu
sets out that sensitivity relates to, O0to whatodé and cap
anning Policy Context

Th

European Landsc dEée*@f@osnviennttrioadnuc e dt hien f2i0r0s7t ainndt eirsnat i on.

dedted to the mamageméwown and planning Thfi salLlanldarcdapeapes
Sensiti vit yr eAsspsoensdsdnet@ot ati fine nbgr mi ng deci sions on where ne

an

d/ or changes in |l and management might be most approp

point pafs vsieetwoout Emglt &ed Npalilrigg¢d hed gui dance

Th

Bladional Planning(R&Piwag EHEpd@epdeibeThR2®28ocument sets

out the Gover nmentwist hpilna nEnignlga npdo | ai nEdi etsiNPiPrF s @dIsi maitti a m.

paragraphipll®&nnihmg policies and decisions should promot e
the need for homes and other uses, while safegafae di ng a
and heal thy | iTvii knagn dcsocnadp et | Sennssoi. tri evs gt aynodAssyh eassssireesnsti n g

| andscape and visuasluistampditei aVvi py anoi ingf aAth tl haen dt immer agfe m

un

dertaking the Landcdsanemd ,S@mroiptoiswidt v hAasngees t o the NPPF

upon. Proposed revisions include paragraph 11b:

fany adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and

as
s i
t h

Pr
en

Th
Di
ai
en
en
t h
of

Th

sessed against the policies in this Framework taken a
tuations where meeting neddnshtfabl sivgonl 8i maatnl puolbdi
e existding area

oposed revisions to paragraph 20 include that strateg
sure outcomatsy sampeoplt.ademaking

bew®s s tLroicatl ( P0-2a@3%Wwpas adopt ed dmseMasy a2i0gElrmat i al
sion for the districtdcahnad gwei lulpl ¢ uif d2e0 B®e vae Ipd mmerrntn ga mp o |
amework to direct growth and change to appropriate | o

he |l ocation, scale and appearance of development.

eewi s Diostal ireicomgni sesd tthe protect and enhance the cha
strictos.Seéemateghme®bj ecti ve & oonfcetf medkwe d bp Mean

miftm gconser ve and enhamdc e htalr dt cithegsht ppwanldist wid | ages, and
vironment by ensuring that all forms of devel opment a
hance the local vernacular and ®Stnatecqgitd wl@hBe & taft eisn
at development hsgbuldsbethunbhblienl dcati oechawiatcheut ad
the areao.

is Landscape Senisstiivti d pd dadbamasmentdence base to suppo

| andscapendgoddaweg! opmeintt hisn rtatt @ gyew Local THPé awmay oirn Lwhiesh
tcado this is Nadturaut Eingl|ame folil davsc e

8 Landscape Institute and IEMA (2013) Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, Third Edition (GLVIA3).
[online] Available at: https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/technical/glvia3-panel/

4 Council of Europe (2020) Council of Europe Landscape Convention (ETS No. 176)

5 Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government (2023) National Planning Policy Framework. [online] Available at:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1182995/NPPF_Sept_23.pdf
5 Lewes District Council (2016) Lewes Core Strategy: Local Plan Part 1. [online] Available at: https://www.lewes-
eastbourne.gov.uk/article/1832/Lewes-Core-Strategy-Local-Plan-Part-1
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1.14

1.15

1.16

1.17

1.18

Re

1.19

1.20

T Ainform strategic | andscape planning detieppastubiyticest
and constraints/ other considerations and;amdng on to

T Mssist in informing the directwbhcbfshanotddube phdnl ha
may focus on | andscape planning objectives and manage

The soptlmér hewes [Rixstlruiddtng Peacehaven, sNewhvahwveen &ryd Seas
South Downs NBh&wowtah Nawrkonal Park was(fesmgnayedhienSa2a
Downs Areas of Outstandndgabtlabuntas Bemrnuad jsrtaoivatra@dell y 50
area.

Th8outh Downs Nauttihog@a lttyRabDkwns Nad @aepdn éthh eBamk h Downs
Local’(2Pd x40 33 0 1 Ph8outh Downs Local Pl an objectives incl:
enhancilnagn dshtehlge®r, ge ar equwsaloift yhinagmnd gwell Slaanldi ttdte vi |l |l ages a
mar ket towns of ItthealNsao inodtaeld Ktatbatw ntsh eNmailtl:i o n a l Par k

iwor k positively and in partnership with other | ocal aut
National Park does not have a detrimental i mpact on its
the National oPark purposes

Th8outh Downs alewmalselRbBaputposes of, twlei dNlataoeatl oPar k

f Mo conserve and enhance the natur al beauty, wildlife

T To promote opportunities for the understanding and en]
Park by o®&he public

The High Weald Area of Outstaondthg Nat-eastbnB8bavbhg hLewes
Di stAti ctthe ti me Hofg hwrWetail g Artelae of Out standing® Natur al B ¢
(202@) setsl omugr mhebj ectives for conserving thés nation
speci al gual ities and that the primary putposensérvbde A
and enhance niatlutr ail s ba aluagal authority planning policy
decision making. This documentt BHioguh dWebael dr elarde a no fc oQwj tusnt
Natur al Beauty Madagement hBl anoxi mity of the northern p
We b drea of Outstanding Natur al Beauty

At the timnd dfhivwr iLtaindgcape Semseit opalirdwibkegeddapdmant
dr &Nfeti ghbour haod tthawe beenimewvirdwedto i nf €hmitekysParudhn

Ditchl i ran,d SMersdantest on Pari shes, Hamsey Pari sh, Newhaven
Peacehaven and Tel scombe Town, ,BlewrhptrannTdd aWiii sel, s fRii enlgdne r
PariTshhese documents generally set out the need.to conser
| evant | nf ormati on from Ot her Pub
Theew®s strict Council and South Downs Natioft&l01Rar k Aut

hel ps t awhiedentdiefvyel opment might bd sawidtchomod aatbeldyc wepthi n t
i mpacting on Thhe dtandys cfapeuses on ar eas whuerreo utnhderneg itso wi
l' i kely to be futureThievedopmeant phassheers.referred to wl
Landscape Sensitivity Assessment but acknowledging that
di fferent focus Ttho st hLeanassapemsSreinsi ti vity Assessment su
as ietctrse fcpurrersesnutr e sd e i insopkedcdiefsi cf sli t ews ampdated Natur al En
gui dance

Lewes Landscape Cha%@@e2fRdr mMs spasrstmenft t he evidence base f
Di strict .llbtodceanlt i HFliaemrs wardi ateisem iibrest he chamédcexp!| @afng hteh ¢

7 South Downs National Park Authority (2019) South Downs Local Plan (2014 i 2033). [online] Available at:
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/SD_LocalPlan_2019 17Whb.pdf

8 High Weald Joint Advisory Committee (2019) High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan Forth
edition. [online] Available at: https://www.highweald.org/downloads/publications/high-weald-aonb-management-plan-
documents/2291-high-weald-managment-plan-4th-edition-2019-2024/file.html

9 Lewes District Council and South Downs National Park Authority (2012) Lewes District Council and South Downs National
Park Authority Landscape Capacity Study. [online] Available at: https://www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/media/2200/Landscape-
Capacity-Study-2012/pdf/Landscape_Capacity _Study_2012.pdf?m=638253772574500000

10| ewes District Council (2023) Lewes Landscape Character Assessment. [online] Available at: https://www.lewes-
eastbourne.gov.uk
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uni que combination of el emeleadss caamde fdd att craens absereauts erda k e
framewbekptoprotect, ma h a g & a aadnddc egpusitdoer ef ut ur e devel opment

121 Rel evant Conservation Area Appraisals within the study
assessment

122 The South Downs Natpwhlails iPead kthiA@dbWwonsi Ngti onal Park: Vie:
Charact eands aAtnitddnywsdns 2DHi5s document shoul dindee rsdmanidd edrge d
speci f-vicsilbagatewedegn Lewes District and Thes&out ewpoiwnss Nat

identified within the study which | i eSewistihisiweSlgmeat t he
and that the description of the designation is relevant
f Number 6: Hi gh and Over White Horse
T Number 7: Firle Beacon
T Number 13:; Blackcap
T Number 20:; South Hill
T Number 22: Ditchling Beacon
T Number 25: Br asSs sR @®irrst , Seven
T Number 43:; | ford Hill
T Number 46: Seven Sjsters Country Park
T Number 49: Mo unt Caburn
T Number 51: Nore Down amdve Piddinghoe
T Number 74 : Tel scombe Tye
123 Vi ewpoints identified within the study which |ie within
Assessment that are not considered to be relevant are a
T Number 42: Balhnee rvikown s designated for its views to t

DownTsh el osaessstessewi tamiem t hiis d oeckamefdt om t he vi ewpoint;

T Number 44: LongiBhegttesdAtiptbseoonnof the designation of
study area; and

f Number 52: Hodesogbpt yoHiIi bF designation of view is no

2.Approach Stages

21 Theandscape SensitivithphAslsiestsaenk édhghu ibdpdprroer,s h t o | andscap
sensitivitgtoasdemdomantspati al pl anning and | and manageme
in 20h9s guidance satdasoautl afnawsrc akpeey Setnsi ti vity Assessme
bel,swppl e mendasepde capfahcofaocrh t hi s assessment.

22 Step Define the purpose and scope of the Landscape Sens

T PurpoTsoce:inform the | andscapdeefaisngeedeci § Ual sssoafsilamdl ppur ok
surrounding settlements toTdHeod&€adfi atgh @ shgadamreands devel op
agreed with Lewes District Council. The desk and fi el
7defi pedisfit(eDSSEnh8Xxettl eameassmeni SA&asrgoeuinsd 16 settl emen

T Scoplehe emphasis of t hDeS Sstnudd ySAiIPsst lwa tdhesnessct against s
devel opment typologies. The devel opment -stcyapoel ogi es co
residential, scmadmep| aycderetdri ggen -s 0 dl ¢ asgeategic mi xed us

11 South Downs National Park Authority (2015) South Downs National Park: View Characterisation and Analysis. [online]
Available at: https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Viewshed-Study-Report.pdf
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devel opmensnett out ThmeTablbdylarea comprises Lewes

Downs National Par k.

T BriEhe Landscape Sensitivity Assessment will f
Natur al Engl]aSpde cg uiiddancne or mati on relating to
of susceptibility wil!l be discussed and agreed
lies within the setting of the Soutohf Doutnsst aNadtiinogn aNa tPu
Beauty, appropriate engagementhewiel lorlganumsdern toalsen
23 Step Bather information to inform the Landscap.e

24 Step: 2Bescri be the devel opment types and scenarios

25 The devel opmemndt v g @inmgliwdse d

Scenarios and Typol ogies

Tabl:.e Devel opment Scenarios and Typol ogi es

Devel opiScenarios to be considered

Typol ogi

Sma-btal
resi deni

Medium
scal e
resi deni

Largeal
resi deni

Sma-ktal
empl oy my

Lar-geal
empl oy mq

Medium
scal e
strategi
mi xad e

Largeal
strategi
mi xade

Sol ar

Hei gThsto st or ey dwe b I(drmeags imaulm h eregthrte so f( nT).
ground to ridge

Numbedweolfl:Bfirgessi denti al dwellings or | es
Dens40®0wdl |l ings peh hectare (d

Ot hédhe dwellings are assumed to have ga
infrastructure, along with activity and
Hei gihwae:t orey resi ddg mtaixalmudnweéleli igmdgds of 7.
Numbefdwe | | B3Algos0: resi dential dwellings
Dens4®ydph

Ot hd@he dwellings are assumed to have ga
infrastructure, along with activity and

Hei gihwe:t or ey r esi dd mtaixa mudnwéleli igmd s osft o7r.e
residenti dlmadwenlulm mes ght of 12m)

Numbedweolfl 1®8dsand higher residenti al d we
Dens4®ydph

Ot hdhe dwellings are assumed to have ga
infrastructure, along widdmmen ifvon yt men d
Typemasd¢ale office, light industry or st

ScabDeéestribution warehouses up to 9000 s
Hei gvhatx:i mum height of 12m

Ot herreasA of external har d smoawmedmenngt sa,| oanc
l'ighting

Typlearge scale distribut-aiom swtaocredagpases

Scabeno sgm and higher

Hei gvhatx:i mum h2z@ght of

Ot hereasA of external hard standing al ong{
l'ighting

Dwel | i mgdt wupudnw@erand t hree st or egn doed$0i daer
bel ow residenti al dwel Il i ngs

Hei gvhatx:i mum hei ght of 12m

Ot her: Development assumed toelwncadtuidena
infrastsmaksicate office, Il ightefaidlusamsep alo
andpen space

Dwel |l ing typd@wandndumbheee st or egn #i0eOsliod e
300r0esi denti al dwel Il i ngs

Hei gvhatx:i mum height of 12m

Ot her : Devel opment assumed toedwncadtuidena
infrastsmakicate office, |l ightefaidlusamg Ilo

andpeon space
CapacUpt yt:o 50MW Sol ar Farm
Hei ghmaxédmum heolgat péanel s

AECOM
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26 Step: 2Bonfirm assessment units and establish and review
identify assBef at ePdoavnenhienegs Pos$ éctyi €Cmnalkave for informatdi
policy.context

27 The Landscape Sensitivity Assessment fdSSeswwehl hgbredga
of settl ement par cejasr ooufndl alnéd ,s entatneedmeAPss wi t hin the dis

Settl ement Assessment Parcel s

28 To ascertain the geSoAgPrsa p hai cl kenx treandti uosf stdledr ioned i sgt tlaeime o
boundaries has been adopted as an initial starting poin
environmental constraints mapping, aerial mapping, scre
mapping, ordnance sswrawey crhaagreddrtigom Alaariide pr of essi onal
judgement has been uadeShAtPa kbeans etdo uepsotna ltlhiests peci fi c and |
environcmemsttarlai nts. The SAPs were then reviewed to ensur
and geogr aopfhitch eairreaad ¢ ® pseedt ttig veeme n t .

29 The screenedbaZTevds aumphoene ght of 12m on each i.ndlihves duTaM s et
were generated using Or dmemcdd dadtida weny t heer rNant i o nshdt &,0r est
with vegestamednto have aekeshhinlghifhdgdddm @mdnance Survey

Mastermap assumed to .hahe & ThWei dhtatveofbe®’e.n5mpresented t o i

l ower visibility.

210 From the above stagesarotuma iemicthi alf 1 hm satdhée meafti boednd
where appropriate to ensure a proportionate and represe

211 The

initial SAP boundaries were then agreed with Lewes
via fi

bbhbdedoupon existiwg sfiidbatlinegs and inter

212 The SAPs are based on areas of a similar character and

existing physical features for natural defensible bound
wood!|l and, railway |lines, riwdr sSA&Prsd tmaibre riadaeds.i fTeids wi a
and visual context of existing settlement patterns, whi

amexisting sltarnudcstcuarpee and settl ement context

213 I n some&SAPs include areas of existing residential |l and
t heprocess by allowing the set SA&®&mwemtdlaboyusdgeyetal bg as sl
that suchapdopéei wegbhddeersmain in situ and are therefore

consideration of change within the SAPs

214 I n some cases, SAP boundaries were extendedLAWw follow b
215 The SAPs exolfudenareads h an established | and use which i
Pl umpton racecourse and |l and surrounding Newhaven Fort,

for tHerlmng

216 I't should also be noted that whilst the SAPs take into
theoretical in nature and therefore are interpreted wit
field work and are nodevelfdpmdantveprodpanyl specific

217 Tabe?fe Devel gppmelndgi es afcorotslsd P86 sestetemeatvet bpmdnt
typol ogieacfostsGARet tilmmegmersnpr of es si & @ ade mauddeg epnreinotr t o
assessing each tSMA&P oinz evheft htehe parcel can accommodate tF
bel ow. A precaubhasnbhegnappapt @etwo f-marsaes & e s ssmeeennt arrhieo .
whispaces indicate that the developmeastriippedegPi basi bee
Coundkcud tDettthleement Hierarchy Classification

Tab2e Devel gppnelndgi es afcorotsls& P86 settl ement s

Settlements Settlement Small-scale Medium-scale | Large-scale Small-scale Large-scale
Hierarchy residential residential residential employment employment
Classification

Seaford District Centre

AECOM
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Settlements

Medium-scale
residential

Small-scale
residential

Settlement
Hierarchy
Classification

Newhaven

District Centre

Peacehaven
& Telscombe
Cliffs

District Centre

Barcombe Service Village
Cross

Broyle Side Local Village
Chailey Local Village
Cooksbridge Local Village
Newick Rural Service

Centre
North Chailey = Local Village

Plumpton Service Village

Green

Ringmer Rural Service
Centre

South Chailey = Local Village

South Street Local Village

Large-scale
residential

Small-scale
employment

Large-scale
employment

Wivelsfield Service Village

Green

Edge of

Haywards

Heath

Edge of

Burgess Hill
Defined Specific Sites

218 As well as the SAPs, this Landscape Sensitivity Assessm
assessmeH$. ofewes Dissrreaque sCtoauchcfidurhuase ras® gamd mi kreae
DSS or assessment to inform theARBle sBIR narse ods dehesesd tes
separately from the SAP, even if they cover a similar

219 WithDs8BelLewes DistshicghlGoguntced DIBEbtl Rt®m@ 7Rf@ rteheadj acent
to one whbBERG&onsi sapmntgeivdrsgdeal e resi dddtRiGahssisté ngn o f
potemedabmal e stradsegisci thd.x eAdls t D& &en da rweo usl edp anroat e e
one another tof ocrondee vfeolrdymmedrstc a p e
separate | andscape and visual sensitivity assessment.
al poovi de Dulcihghhtu(mnd @amb ivree d 6 )s haosud edls s rheerbte t wao sfDAr8 r e d

devel opment. coll ectively

220 Devel opment ty@DdcSISorgeeas ofedh Bigne vel opment

DySond ogri eeesn f or

The white spaces indicate that the deivres torfuyetigedwteyspol ogy
District Council
TabB8e Devel opment DySSol ogi es for
DSS Draft Land Parish Large-scale Medium-scale @ Large-scale Solar
Availability residential strategic strategic
Assessment mixed-use mixed-use
Reference
Land in 11EC East
between Chiltington
Plumpton

rel
Sensi tfiwdusye Assress ment
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DSS Draft Land Parish Large-scale Medium-scale @ Large-scale Solar
Availability residential strategic strategic
Assessment mixed-use mixed-use
Reference
Green and
South Chailey
Land north of = 19HY Hamsey
Cooksbridge
Land north of = 51RG Ringmer
Ringmer
Land off 67RG Ringmer
Broyle Lane
Land north of = 02FL Firle
Firle
Land south 62RG Ringmer
east of
Harveys Lane
Land at 63RG Ringmer
Neaves Lane,
Ringmer
221 The identi dandatape ahd visual value is referred to with
222 Step: 2ICdentify indicators of susceptibility to be used \
the development types
223 The susceptbhdSand ySAHFs tihse rel ative to other | andscapes v
the South DownsThNatiidoennatli fHacrakt.i on of | andesftapeedandovi sua

within the AssessInenst hMest hboedeonl orgew.i ewed botthudwsi ng desk

224 Step Bssess Landscape Sensitivity of the.Assessment Uni i

225 The assessment of | anbBS8apeads&APstisitnfofmetdeby both d
study. The asrcealreesf eursreedd t o within AbewAbbeasmantebMst hgdod
|l andscape sensitivity of each of the sites and SAPs to
Landscape Sensitivity Assessment albseot weaekne st hree fseirteensc ea ntd
SAPs

226 I n terms of scal e,fitehned Ifoél dmoenvi megge s iadksptodd t o assist in

approach:

T Smasctal e:25u P O0tOpuspgm o 2.5 hectares)
T Medi-smal e: 25, 001(20550h®&000 s mha)
T Largeale: 60,BB0D1sdma +)

227 The assessnmesSnStsnaf StAlPsf owansed nby screened ZTVsDW$Hhich were
and SAP at the maxi Mmainl: & eDiegvhetl opane ndutSciemar,Tab?2and Typol
Devel opTmpotl ogi es afcorotsBsAP$86 seanhfBaeamBatDsevel opment Typol og
f oDSSIn some ctahsreosugh t he assessment process, devel opment
out, ther efsoorneettihnee sZ TrVespr esent worse case option. For ex
scale employment was ofap?aeadelvyel sdgppneénd gi e s wafcorho s&SA P s
the 16 seanhtibemensesodped ngutt he assestsmenZTYrwecelsd show vi
the devel opm2bm, hwhgheasatt he ot her developmaetrefppel ogi
actual wvisibility would be | ower. for the assessed devel

228 The ZTVs were generated umi BgdAQtanawoedfSandeyaTarfaom t
I nventory assbthméeghtoofiai®@maand building data from Ordna
assumed to have a height of 7.5m. The ZTVs have been pr
and | owerWovoidsliabnid iatnyd bui | DiSg dSaAPa twhiatthitnhet hZeTV was bei
excluded to avoid overlap.

229 I't should be noted that Landscape Sensitivity Assessmen

tables amwdthiguitéde asseasos pemtvipdreofaorfroart her | evel of det
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2.30

231

2.32

2.33

Gu

3.1

3.2

Me

3.3

3.4

3.5

The 1inittiogpl akessekasmeretvi ewefd eflod Iwowiknng Rel ati ngi t o the sc
was felt appropriate t ohiignhcerre asseen stihtei vsictoyr el etvoe Irse atchhen t h
explained within the review and comments section of the

of the methodol ogy may be very important i n otferfmsveof se
points can be attributed, therefore thihg oiuryhr ease can a
professional judgement within the review.

For exatpéel andscape senalicied i gfesm@ aoaiemg in a medium | an
sensi,tibwitt wheiibndt ety with the Souteh/iRDdeumrtisn Naftih@hdwo Plar k
it was f elnedtihuait sae nhsiigghi vity should be more appropriate,
to o6udt of 90

Step Reporting
The final report includes:

1T Review of existing guidance and document s.

1T Defdarreas ¢(SAPaadd oDS®)andscape sensitivity to specifi
typol.ogi es

1T Defddevel opment tyfAPognegsDhD®Bi cthers of | andscape and

susceptibility to determine sensitivity and descripto
9 Destkkased work to determine draft | andscape and visual
T Field work to confirm |l andscape and visual sensitivit

T Review findings lamdskiampali it $ & tMagpmi afgi D SErhOAWP s
based on | andscape sensitivity for each of the develo

1T Guidance for mitigati boraedamed&®d®BB®endati ons

Assessment Met hodol og

I del i nes

The sensitivity assessmenNatmen dalodbmeplgappgéto babedoupandsc.
sensitivitytasasesssmmaemptati al planni,ng2®aln9d | and management
The assessment methodol ogy al soGdrdeki npesnfonfbamdscape

Vi sual |l mpact, TIGiLVd*AB®@dd¢h mingal20G@Bi Ralnc AsNetsssi 3y | andsc
value outside natidnal designations, 2021

thodol ogy Overview

The sensitivity assessment is based upon i D88si Apdng th
SAPwhich are most |likely to be impacted by the devel op me

6l andscaped and O6visual o6 aspects of sensitivity.

I'n Iline with Naturjal aBngvandbbs gondeushes on | andscape

combined judgement of | andscap®hea egastahtiecvhi ttyh ea nLda nvdi sscuaapl e
Sensitivity Assessmestomead eBadnt sun che ratrelaesn of | ower sens
each ®SSshd SEKPs.example, if a SAP has beemealssuemssed to
sensitivity, there may be smal|l parts with a medium sen:
assessment explanation. A precautionary approach has bee
Both | andscape and visual sensitivity are informed by a
vi sual susceptibility and |l andscape and visual val ue.

12 Landscape Institute (2021) Technical Guidance Note 02-21: Assessing landscape value outside national designations.
[online] Available at: https://www.landscapeinstitute.org/publication/tgn-02-21-assessing-landscape-value-outside-national-
designations/
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36 The detailed criteria for |l andscape and visual suscepti
are sefAppeRrAin

37 The assessment criteria for all of the development type
represent a graded scale between attributes of higher a

38 A numerical point score is included-ptooi ngtr asdyes ttehme, absestewsese
(i e. a |l ow susceptibility or value indicatTdr)s to 5 (i
enabd egreater differentiation of the DSSs and SAPs in a

39 I n summary, and AwpiptemmAriefandsacapéosensitivity is based uj
foll owing cri fTab#:a Laasn dssectapoeutSeinnsi ti vity Assessment Crit

Tab#4e Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Criteria
Landscape Susceptibility Criteria Landscape Value Criteria
Landform and Hydrology Designations
Landcover Recreational
Land Use, Scale and Pattern Cultural Heritage and Association
Settlement and Identity Functional (ecology, green infrastructure and place making)

Condition Perception

310 I n summary, and AwiptelmdrfrevVeseakesénsitivity is based upon
following crifTabb:e Vaiss usaelt Soeunts iitni vi tly Assessment Criteri

Tabbe Vi sual Sensitivity Assessment Criteria
Visual Susceptibility Criteria Visual Value Criteria
General visibility Designations
Skylines Recognition and association
Scenic quality Purpose of the view
Inter-visibility
Receptors

311 The overall scores foarteh@esotteappoi bnfotm Bahed owaéwuveal |l judge
sensitivity, that is the assessment or ranking of sites

312 This overall score is then reviewed to check whether an
vi sual baseline have been over or under weighted. I f pr
case, then the ratinghi a acdjasosned @xplaaquaiti ®th, pwiotvi ded
narrative. This allows for the assessment to take accou
judgement .

313 For DShSes t hi s will be a final judgement on | andscape sen
type. For the settl ement assessment parcels, a separate
speci fic to each relevant development typology.

314 The conclusions of sensitivity are basedalbG@en the follo
Summary of Landscape and Visual Sensitivit

Tab6:&ummary of Landscape and Visual Sensitivit
Rating | Summary description Scoring

range
(total)
Very Landscape and / or visual characteristics of the landscape are very susceptible to change and 74-90
High the Site / parcel is unable to accommodate the relevant type of development without significant
adverse character change or adverse visual effects. Thresholds for significant change are very
low.
AECOM
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Rating | Summary description Scoring
range
(total)

High- Landscape and / or visual characteristics of the landscape are susceptible to change and / or its | 60-73

medium | values are high. The Site / parcel is unlikely to be able to accommodate the relevant type of

development overall or only in limited situations, without significant adverse character change or
adverse visual effects. Thresholds for significant change are low.

Medium | Landscape and / or visual characteristics of the landscape are susceptible to change and / or its | 46-59

values are medium and the Site / parcel may have some potential to accommodate the relevant
type of development in some defined situations without significant adverse landscape or visual
effects. Thresholds for significant change are intermediate.

Medium- | Landscape and / or visual characteristics of the landscape are resilient and of medium-low 32-45
Low susceptibility to change and values and the Site / parcel can accommodate the relevant type of

development in many situations without significant adverse landscape or visual effects.
Thresholds for significant change are high.

Low Landscape and / or visual characteristics of the landscape are robust or degraded and are not | 18-31

susceptible to change and / or its values are low and the Site / parcel can accommodate the
relevant type of development without significant adverse landscape or visual change.
Thresholds for significant change are very high.

315 The ratingSab6GsSummadyi of Landscape ghdv¥i akklbcSéprdi tovi

3.16

St

3.17

re
t h
de
t h

Th
We
As
Wi

il

fl ecdnttdretstafdytTiheee a at i ng iosf gdewreyntldi dthe potential rel a
e South Downs National Park and the High Weald Area o
signated | andscapes are afforded the &ndhfeen whioctct i

ere is the potenDBS8I|I ofto AP ec arssiedsmedtas part of thei
ere is no defined geographi cSautelm Duhwrcsh Natrimesn & lh eP asrekt
ald Area of Out st aghnodwienfgorN att ue ap u lBpmansddsse aopfe tSheinssi t i vi ty
sessmhat foll owing criteria have been considered to es
thin the setting and are accounted for in the above a
I ntvarsiibwherteeby i f an assessmecdsisgrneaet @ &, Ivanmsdiddeepd r om
designatedi bamdstchpe from the assessment site, then i
setting. The degree of visibility, including distance

which the assessment site may betéfeedegseehéon wbonshde
contributes todebskgratéednbanéfisthpe

Landscape icwhaerraechtyeri f an assessment site exhibits the
featuredessghaeedsbahditnagpbdie the same | andscape chara
be considered to be within the setting. The degree to
and intervening features is assessed to refine the co
sitcentri butes todéebegreat ed.npmd sltdarpdescape character al
aspectsuroafl coul thi storic associati on bdedsvMegemattehde assess
| ands;c aapned

Percepwheneby an assessment site may hadesdghéeednt |
| ands,cabpuet due to simileargaekcebiteal gguahdgaillsi,ty, ren
wil dness, maybe be consi der ed etso gfnoartne dp a ratn dosfc atphee s et

akehohgdat

A
pr
Ea
as
as

virtual melkedi Agr wiatsR 0R1Be Sout h DdAwn $ aka tdiy tssicalls sPar k
ocess and btanpdsestSepeafi ttilve ty Assessmentf ocbbhihs twaes a j oi
stbourne and Lewes Landscape Skas a tpirgonxa ymitAisynieasmgdmefnt s
sessmMe@atmeeti ng not edr @acheg ningpiorg amppho b Baiad | AP s

wel | as | andscape and visual constraints.
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3.18

3.19

3.20

41

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

The meatsmgcussed the setting of .The sSowmtch udewWnspNatitom
setting of the  AN2tai ofalOuPatlanandgoNaisual ,Béeantdgcape an
types set out in.the methodol ogy

Contact has be®&heen Hinagdhe Weiaalhd Area of OBastaedshigpNaégandi
the Landscape Sensi hbwetgpymAssetssmente recei.wved on the ap

mi tations

Due to accessibility constraints, the entirety of the D
work in some casemnsde Tteakde ndechsske dvor kvi ews are cofmei der ed
t hppur poosfesst he Landscape Sensitivity Assessment.

Landscape Context

As set out within Na#ti olnan d sEmnagp ea ncdhdasr agouti edra nacses e s s ment s s

baseline and evidence for | andscape sensitivity assessm
Lewes Disstariccoompl ex and dh vieaceael fvwadieEtaipen ngvi physi cal, h
and cultural influences.

Thdi stsicovetwd b Natural Englandés Nat N€Chall2ChalLawt er
We aBdompri siomgt i hef dMEA alr2esa: aSholtict chmpbroitgdnes s o o h ®if @ n

thdt st NCAt121 is deéedcoialded nmsvcd avshicdl ¢ argely wraps arour
northern, western and soaddvleir hsedyYEA b25ytdmep ildned da fWad a | k
stretching from theeHaempshioet Pewosashalk hcliffs of Beac!

Much of the | ands cfaopremetdo daanyd hnaasi nbteaei nnerde dtyi rhagi ma nl arcg e Ivy t
agricul tur,alwlltaarcksc aofe de i bd smoroiddita sltdlashca i ve chal k cl i ff
border t heSestotultdhment s are scatterddchheadracgsert lseetarl eeane nitrsc
Ringm and Sout h nOhaildred HenwiPawcehaven andutSeafweldl i @ast he
smal l er cl ust ediss poefa csfreads gissttdraidcst .

Lewes Landscape Ch aPwaacst epru bA sissehsesdmebnyt L e @ @ a3rDd sftarimst Coun
the district | evel of |l andscape character informati on,
Character ASdessmentwshbhuoudas| ahescapal within the district
Sout h Downs Nlat i d@inwadi dsd®s rificate eiamntdos cape Cha(lCTs), Twipiesh
areacshu-8i vi deldd amd ocape Char ac tTerip sAorveeadse s(eL @ fosc)a.l scal e
descriptdioatiofict heec hfaecraatcutreessa cdinidef€ Toti @ nsdF drCAeach of t he
DSS and SAPs, the relevant LCAs are referred to within

Rel eVvamtd s,c ahpiesama ie@ad |l ogi cal designatihens ot daoalhaelgr éfi gure
have been taken account of in:the preparation of this a

T Figure 2: District OverviewislerEbageonment al Constrai
T Figure 3: District Overviewi&@&tCoEongi cahmantdalGeGbongical

T Figure 4: District OverviewibdhnHesciapenmedt Abr Constuan

13 Natural England (2013) NCA 121: Low Weald. [online] Available at:
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/12332031

14 Natural England (2015) NCA 125: South Downs. [online] Available at:
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/7433354
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5, Landscape Sensitivit
for Defi ned Speci fic

Summary tables of Defined Specific
Sensitivity Assessment

y

51 The following section summaries the assessments for the
strategusemdeedl opment, | arge scale residential develop
summaries should be read in combination with

AECOM
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52 Tabl es ofSpbediifniead Si t es L a nAdsssceaspseme@nbtin sohutts etihsey assess ment
in detRiidutaznd ,19hi ch i ctbnstusienshe

TabV7:ear-$eal e Str atlésgd cDew exleap ment

Site Landscape Sensitivity | Landscape Sensitivity
Rating Score
Site 11EC: Land in between Plumpton Green and South Chailey Very high 74/90

Tab8&Medi um Scal e StUsd e@e we IMd xmant

Site Landscape Sensitivity Landscape Sensitivity
Rating Score

Site 51RG: Land north of Ringmer Medium 54/90

Site 19HY: Land North of Cooksbridge High-medium 64/90

Taboéear-$eal e Residenti al Land Use Devel opment

Site Landscape Sensitivity Landscape Sensitivity
Rating Score

Site 67RG: Land off Broyle Lane Medium 53/90

Tabl@eSol ar Devel opment

Site Landscape Sensitivity Landscape Sensitivity
Rating Score
Site 63RG: Land at Neaves Lane Ringmer Medium 52/90
Site 02FL: Land North of Firle High-medium 60/90
Site 62RG: Land South East o High-medium 60/90
AECOM
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Tabl es ofSpediifniead Si tes Landscape Sce
Assessment

53 The following tables set out the DSS in relation to the

Defined SpefcorfilexradSeeat kRligx aJd e
Devel opment

Tabl&Landscape SensitiviSiyt eAslslesG ment f or

Baseline Narrative

Site Location Site 11EC: Land in between Plumpton Green and South Chailey

Representative photograph

With reference to Figure 10.1, the Site covers land to the east of Plumpton Green. This lies to
the south of South Road and Honeypot Lane. The majority lies to the north of the railway line,
with a small amount of the Site to the south of the railway line.

Character description Site 11EC covers a gently rolling area of land. The Site predominantly consists of medium-scale
and large-scale field enclosures which are divided by hedgerows, linear tree belts and
watercourses. Land use is predominantly grazing pasture. Watercourses are present within the
south-western and western part of the Site. Outbuildings associated with an isolated farmstead
are the only existing development within the Site, however occasional individual properties are
located adjacent, limited to sections of the northern and south-eastern part of the Site. A small
part of the southern part of the Site, south of the railway line, lies within the South Downs
National Park.

Site 11EC is covered by:

T Natural Engl andds National Character Area

i East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area
14: Western Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area C2:
Barcombe, Plumpton and Cooksbridge, Western Low Weald

1 South Downs National Park Landscape Character Assessment: J2: Adur to Ouse Scarp
Footslopes

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
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A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology

The Site is gently rolling from approximately +50m AOD in the north-west to
+35m AOD in the south-east. Watercourses are notable features within the
south-western and western parts of the Site, as well as bordering the south-
east part of the Site, such that these parts of the Site are located within flood
zones 2 and 3, therefore resulting in a higher susceptibility to change. Minor
watercourses cross the Site and are associated with small ponds.

4/5

Landcover

The landcover predominantly comprises grazing grassland fields which are
divided by mature hedgerows with trees, linear tree belts, watercourses and
post and wire fencing. A small mature woodland block, designated as ancient
woodland, lies within the eastern part of the Site, increasing the susceptibility to
very high. Field boundary vegetation connects to riparian vegetation as well as
to National Forest Inventory woodland blocks within the wider green
infrastructure network. Scattered mature trees are present within the field
enclosures. There is a high degree of vegetation cover and likelihood of
species diversity.

5/5

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The land use includes managed agricultural and equestrian grazing land, with
evidence of human activity, denoted by crop lines and field divisions. The Site
consists of Grade 3 (Good to Moderate Quality) agricultural land. The field
enclosures are irregular in shape and vary in size between medium-scale and
large-scale. Watercourses provide natural field boundaries, particularly in the
south of the Site.

3/5

Settlement and Identity

The Site has no physical relationship with nearby settlements, but is in
relatively proximity to Plumpton Green, which is to the west of the Site and
South Chailey to the east of the Site. Agricultural buildings associated with an
isolated farmstead are the only existing development within the Site. Some
individual properties and groups of properties are located adjacent to the Site
along South Road, however these have little influence as they are scattered
and partially screened by intervening vegetation. The Site forms most of the
countryside between Plumpton Green and South Chailey and therefore
contributes to the physical and visual separation between these two
settlements. The railway line along the southern boundary of the Site, and
crosses a small section, crosses rural land, such that it is more associated with
the rural landscape in this locality.

5/5

Condition

The condition of the vegetation within and on the boundaries of the Site
appears to be good, with a high degree of vegetation cover.

4/5

B. Landscape Susceptibility
Total

21/25

C. Landscape Value

Designations

The southern edge of the Site lies within the South Downs National Park and
this forms a small part of the overall Site. The remainder of the southern
boundary of the Site lies adjacent to the railway, with the South Downs National
Park boundary along the southern side of the railway.

4/5

Recreational

The Site is publicly accessible with several PRoW network routes crossing the
eastern and western parts of the Site, which connect the Site to nearby
settlements and the wider countryside.

4/5
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Cultural Heritage and
Association

Parts of the eastern part of the Site appear to have reference to ancient
enclosed agricultural land, as evidenced in the East Sussex Historic
Environment Record and resulting in evidence of cultural or association value.

3/5

Functional (ecological and
green infrastructure)

There is a high ecological value to the Site associated with the ancient
woodland block in the east of the Site, which suggest high quality species
diversity. A well-maintained hedgerow network with established mature trees
and linear tree belts provide ecological value and connect to other biodiverse
features including the riparian habitat and deciduous woodland present to the
south. The Site involves functional value as part of undeveloped land between
the settlements of Plumpton Green and South Chailey. This provides a rural
gap which contributes to preventing coalescence of these settlements and
retains their individual character and settlement pattern.

5/5

Perception

The Site is not visible in the context of nearby settlements and has a rural
character. The Landscape Character Area within which the parcel lies is within
the landscape and perceptual setting of the South Downs National Park and
fieldwork demonstrated this. Despite proximity to settlements, the Site has a
sense of both remoteness and tranquillity, except for in proximity to the railway
line.

4/5

D. Landscape Value Total

20/25

E. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (B+D)

In summary, indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the functional value
of the Site as a rural landscape gap between Plumpton Green and South
Chailey, perception as a tranquil landscape in parts of the Site, and the South
Downs National Park designation covering a small part of the southern part of
the Site. Indicators of low landscape sensitivity are the large-scale field
patterns and proximity to the railway line to the south which reduces the sense
of remoteness and tranquillity.

41/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The Site is not visible from surrounding settlements. There is visibility from
various recreational clubhouses to the south-western of the Site. Road users
on North Barnes Lane, a single-track lane connecting Station Road and South
Road, has good visibility of the northern and southern parts of the Site to the
west of the road. Road users on South Road have good visibility of the Site
from the north. The east of the Site is less visible from South Road due to high
intervening field edge vegetation and the presence of woodland blocks. Views
of the South Downs National Park are highly visible from the PRoW within the
Site, and the Site forms an important part of the view due to its rural
undeveloped character. The Site is highly visible from recreational routes and
roads in the South Downs National Park, especially the west of the Site which
has a more open character than the eastern part of the Site.

5/5

Skylines

There are no important landmark features on the parcel and containment of the
parcel by mature vegetation, such that susceptibility is very low.

1/5

Scenic Quality

There is limited influence on the Site from existing development and limited
movement of vehicles on South Road due to intervening vegetation and
topography. There is some movement along the railway line along the southern
boundary of the Site however this is viewed in the context of a backdrop of
South Downs National Park which dilutes its influence as they are backclothed

4/5
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by the rising landform. Scenic quality is provided by the wooded backdrop and
rise in elevation across the South Downs National Park to the south of the Site.
Susceptibility is considered to be high.

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure C.1) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility
of development on the Site is shown in all directions surrounding Plumpton
Green, on higher land within the South Downs National Park to the south and
the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to the north at a distance.
Fieldwork demonstrated that due to containment of the Site by existing
vegetation and topography, inter-visibility with adjacent land is limited in all
directions from the Site, except southwards. To the south, there is a high
degree of inter-visibility with the South Downs National Park.

5/5

Receptors

Typical receptors would include those using the local PRoW network and
potentially residential receptors on the edges of Plumpton Green and South
Chailey. Receptors may also include recreational users of the railway line
which travels along the southern Site boundary. Train passengers are likely to
have views of both the Site and the South Downs National Park from train
windows, however these would be transient views. Receptors also include
recreational users of the South Downs National Park who have direct views
towards the Site from an elevated vantage point, which increases the
susceptibility to very high.

5/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

20/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to
views specifically. Inter-visibility with the South Downs National Park was
demonstrated during field work such that the parcel is considered to form part
of the visual setting of the South Downs National Park and given the
associated documents, the score is higher.

4/5

Recognition and
association

There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and
art, such that the visual value is very low.

1/5

Purpose of the view

Due to the proximity of the South Downs National Park, there is a strong sense
of place and the location is likely to be visited for the view.

4/5

I. Visual Value Total

9/15

J. Visual Sensitivity Total
(G+1)

In summary, indicators of high visual sensitivity include a high number of
receptors in the local landscape and further afield with a high degree if inter-
visibility with the South Downs National Park to the south of the Site which
provides a strong sense of place. Indicators of low visual sensitivity include a
lack of apparent reference in art or literature to the Site and no formal planning
designations in relation to the view.

29/40

K. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (E+J)

70/90
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L. Review and Comments

Large-scale strategic mixed-use: The Site is assessed as having a high-
medium sensitivity to large-scale mixed-use development. However, the Site is
unlikely to be able to accommodate the relevant type of development due to
the change in character between the settlements of Plumpton Green and South
Chailey. The high-medium sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered too
low, and the assessment is increased to result in a very high landscape
sensitivity.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

Should development come forwards, it would need to respect the functional
role of Site in preventing coalescence between the settlements of Plumpton
Green and South Chailey. As such, development should retain and enhance a
landscape buffer between the Site and adjacent settlement to create distinction
between settlements in both landscape and visual terms. This should be
achieved through appropriate siting of development within the Site and
retention and enhancement of existing vegetation.

The green infrastructure network on and surrounding the Site should be
protected and enhanced to strengthen the local network where possible.
Adjacent woodland and ancient woodland should be protected by ensuring
development is offset in relation to root protection areas, and an appropriate
stand-off provided. Where field boundary vegetation has been lost and the
condition of vegetation is fair, this should be reinstated and improved where
possible.

Any development should limit degradation to the scenic quality, inter-visibility
and recreational receptors visiting the Site for views of the South Downs
National Park. There are opportunities to further enhance the local recreational
access between nearby settlements and into the South Downs National Park.
Any development on the Site should retain views south were possible and
using open spaces to direct views towards the South Downs National Park.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area C2: Barcombe, Plumpton and Cooksbridge,
Western Low Weald and South Downs National Park Landscape Character
Assessment: J2: Adur to Ouse Scarp Footslopes.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would
be required.

74/90
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Def i bpeciSi t €sMe di umalSe St MWiaxdedec
Devel opment

Tabl2Landscape SensitiviSiyt eAsls®els¥s ment f or

Baseline Narrative

Site Location Site 19HY: Land North of Cooksbridge

Representative photograph

With reference to Figure 10.2, the Site covers land to the north, east and south-east of
Cooksbridge. The Site is bound by the railway line to the south-west and extends north to a
watercourse. The majority of the Site lies to the east of the A275, with a small part to the west
of this road.

Character description Site 19HY covers gently rolling land. The Site consists of small, medium and large-scale fields,
which are divided by hedgerows with mature trees and linear tree belts. Land use is agricultural.
A watercourse runs along the northern Site boundary which is a tributary of the River Ouse. An
isolated farmstead is the only existing development within the Site.

Site 19HY is covered by:

T Natur al Engl andds National Character Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area
14: Western Low Weald

M Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area C2:
Barcombe, Plumpton and Cooksbridge, Western Low Weald

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology The Site forms part of a sloping valley landscape from approximately +10m 5/5
AOD at its lowest level in the northern part of the Site, rising to high points of
+29m AOD and +35m AOD east of the A275 and is gently rolling. The
southern part of the Site is within flood zone 1 and the northern boundary is
lies within flood zones 2 and 3. This results in a high susceptibility to change.

Landcover The landcover predominantly comprises grassland which is divided by 3/5
hedgerows with mature trees and linear tree belts. The density and condition
of vegetation across the Site varies from dense and well-maintained parts to
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others which are relatively sparse with gaps. In some places hedgerows are
absent and fields are open to the local lane network. One medium-scale
woodland block is present in the north-east of the Site. There are also
several individual mature trees within the field enclosures. Vegetation
condition overall appears to be average.

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The land use comprises agricultural land, which has evidence of human
activity. The Site primarily consists of Grade 3 (Good to Moderate Quality)
agricultural land, with a small area of Grade 4 (Poor Quality) land in the
north-eastern corner of the Site. The landscape pattern is of small, medium,
and large-scale fields of irregular shape. In some places boundaries have
been removed or eroded and fields have amalgamated to form large fields
with remnants of previous field boundary vegetation.

3/5

Settlement and Identity

The western part of the Site lies immediately adjacent to Cooksbridge and
therefore has a direct physical and visual relationship to the settlement. The
western part of the Site is also intersected by the A275, but the road is
partially screened by mature vegetation particularly along the eastern edge of
the Site. An isolated farmstead is the only development within the Site and
relates to the agricultural land use, which results in an undeveloped and open
character across the Site. Recent development along the north-western edge
of Cooksbridge increases the influence of the settlement on the approach to
the village from the north. Hamsey is located to the south-east of the Site,
however has limited influence due to screening by mature vegetation.

The Site is bound to the south-west by a railway line, however its influence is
limited due to intervening vegetation. Development in the context of the
parcel has a limited influence on the character of the parcel due to screening
by mature vegetation and a scattered low density settlement pattern. Despite
a proximity to the existing residential land uses of Cooksbridge, the
landscape is considered to have a medium susceptibility to change due to
the current undeveloped character of the Site.

3/5

Condition

The fields and vegetation appear in average condition, with evidence of loss
of field boundaries and some poor condition vegetation. Some management
is visible such as replanting of hedgerow gaps, however susceptibility is
medium.

3/5

B. Landscape Susceptibility
Total

17/25

C. Landscape Value

Designations

The Site is not covered by any statutory designations, however the south-
western part of the Site lies adjacent to the South Downs National Park.

3/5

Recreational

The Site is publicly accessible through the local PRoW network which
connects the area to nearby settlements and to the wider countryside
resulting in high recreational value.

4/5

Cultural Heritage and
Association

The Site appears to have reference to ancient enclosed agricultural land, as
evidenced in the East Sussex Historic Environment Record and resulting in
evidence of cultural or association value.

3/5

Functional (ecological and
green infrastructure)

The south-eastern part of the Site comprises a functional value by preventing
coalescence of the settlements of Cooksbridge and Hamsey. The Site also

4/5
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forms a rural setting to Cooksbridge and functional links to the watercourse
along the northern boundary of the Site.

Perception

The Site is perceived as the surrounding agricultural landscape to
Cooksbridge. The Landscape Character Area within which the parcel lies is
considered to be within the landscape and perceptual setting of the South
Downs National Park and fieldwork demonstrated this. Tranquillity and
remoteness are reduced in the western part of the parcel near to the A275
and Cooksbridge but in general, tranquillity remains relatively high across the
Site. A sense of remoteness is decreased around Cooksbridge and localised
areas in proximity to the railway line south of Hamsey Lane, as well as to the
east due to the sloping topography of the Site giving rise to influence from
settlement within the surrounding landscape.

4/5

D. Landscape Value Total

18/25

E. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (B+D)

In summary, key indicators of high sensitivity include the sloping and
undulating landform across the Site, the functional value of the Site in terms
of part of the agricultural land between Cooksbridge and Hamsey, as well as
its perception as part of the wider agricultural landscape forming the setting
to Cooksbridge. Indicators of low sensitivity include the large-scale field
enclosures and influence of Cooksbridge, railway line and A275 in parts of
the Site.

35/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The Site is screened in part adjacent to Cooksbridge by mature vegetation,
however there are some less dense vegetation or vegetation gaps where
views are allowed into the Site. The open character of the eastern part of the
Site enables inter-visibility with surrounding settlements, particularly from
areas of higher elevation within the Site. The Site is important in terms of
views from the South Downs National Park in terms of forming part of the
visual separation between the settlements and the rural setting to
Cooksbridge.

5/5

Skylines

Relative to the landscape further south, the Site lies on low-lying landform
and is not considered to form part of the skyline.

1/5

Scenic Quality

There is limited influence on the eastern part of the Site from existing
development. Movement decreases away from the settlement edge of
Cooksbridge and the A275, due to intervening vegetation and Site
topography. There is some movement along the railway line along the
southern boundary of the Site which is viewed in context of existing
settlement in short- and long-range views. The open character of the Site
overall allows long range views southwards and eastwards to nearby
settlements, which are in prominent locations. Scenic quality is provided by
the dramatic rise of the South Downs National Park to the south and a
surrounding agricultural landscape context.

4/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure C.2) shows that the majority of theoretical
visibility of development on the Site is to the east of the parcel and on higher
land within the South Downs National Park to the south and west of the
parcel. Fieldwork demonstrated that containment by vegetation limits inter-
visibility northwards due to intervening field edge vegetation and the

4/5
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watercourse which follows the northern edge of the parcel. Inter-visibility is
relatively higher to the south and west of the parcel, resulting in a higher
susceptibility overall.

Receptors

Typical receptors include those using the local PRoW network, road users of
the A275 and residential receptors. A school lies adjacent to the Site on the
eastern edge of the settlement. Receptors may also include recreational
users of the railway line which travels along the southern Site boundary.
Train passengers are likely to have views of both the Site and the South
Downs National Park from train windows, allowing direct comparison of the
landscape, however this impact would include transient views. Receptors
also include recreational users of the South Downs National Park who have
clear views towards the Site from an elevated vantage point.

5/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

19/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

Views within the Site are identified within the Hamsey Cooksbridge
Conservation Area Appr aiTteseidentfiedevigwsyv i
are south from Cooksbridge Farm towards South Downs National Park and
views south from the PRoW east of The Manor House. In the south and
eastof the parcel large-scale field enclosures and sloping landform create a
more open landscape character and allow high levels of inter-visibility with
the South Downs National Park, as well as glimpsed views of wooded hills in
long range views west. There are long range views of the High Weald Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty from the north-east of the Site along the northern
skyline. The parcel is considered to lie within the visual setting of both the
South Downs National Park and High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty.

4/5

Recognition and association

There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and
art, such that the visual value is very low.

1/5

Purpose of the view

Due to the proximity of the South Downs National Park, there is a strong
sense of place, and the location is likely to be visited for the view.

5/5

I. Visual Value Total

10/15

J. Visual Sensitivity Total
(G+I)

In summary, indicators of high visual sensitivity include a medium number of
receptors in the local landscape and further afield due to the elevated nature
of the South Downs National Park to the south which provides high levels of
inter-visibility and a strong sense of place. Indicators of low visual sensitivity
are the medium influence of settlement and movement on visual scenic

quality.

29/40

K. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (E+J)

64/90

L. Review and Comments

Medium-scale strategic mixed-use: The Site is assessed as having a high-
medium sensitivity to medium-scale mixed use development. The Site is
unlikely to be able to accommodate the relevant type of development overall
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or only in limited situations, without significant adverse character change or
adverse visual effects. This would depend on avoiding coalescence between
Cooksbridge and Hamsey and in relation to existing settlement pattern. The
high-medium sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered an appropriate
conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

Should development be brought forwards, it should respect existing
settlement pattern. Development would be most appropriate sited to the east
of Cooksbridge due to the close relationship of fields along the settlement
edge to land use in Cooskbridge and the railway line as well as the existing
nucleated settlement of the village. Sloping land towards the river is highly
susceptible to change due to cut and fill, so development is less able to be
accommodated here.

Development should be sited strategically to avoid adverse impact on views
from the South Downs National Park in the south. Taller massing would be
appropriate near Cooksbridge, with the scale and density of new massing
decreasing away from Cooksbridge. Development should be well integrated
into the landscape context and screened by vegetation particularly along the
southern slope to reduce the urbanising impact on the views from the South
Downs National Park.

The green infrastructure network on and surrounding the parcel should be
protected and enhanced to strengthen the local network where possible.
Where field boundary vegetation has been lost and the condition of
vegetation is fair, this should be reinstated and improved where possible.
Adjacent woodland should be protected by ensuring development is offset in
relation to root protection areas.

Any development proposals should maintain and enhance the functional
landscape gap between Cooksbridge and Hamsey. Any further development
should retain appropriate separation and retain views set out in the Hamsey
Cooksbridge Conservation Area Appraisal. This is particularly relevant in the
south-eastern part of the Site which lies on elevated land.

Development should site open green spaces strategically to allow framed
views of the South Downs National Park from the key viewpoint set out in the
Hamsey Cooksbridge Conservation Area Appraisal PRoW from Hamsey
Manor.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area C2: Barcombe, Plumpton and Cooksbridge,
Western Low Weald.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of
development height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment would be required.

64/90
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Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative photograph

Site 51RG: Land north of Ringmer

With reference to Figure 10.2, the Site covers land to the north of Ringmer. The Site lies to the
south of Norlington Lane. The Site partially crosses the watercourse which crosses Norlington
Lane, but mainly is situated below the watercourse.

Character description

Site 51RG covers gently rolling low-lying land. The Site consists of medium and large-scale
fields, which are divided by hedgerows and mature trees. Land use is agricultural. A
watercourse runs along part of the northern Site boundary. An isolated farmstead is the only

existing development within the Site.

Site 51RG is covered by:

T Natur al Engl andds National Character Area
1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area

14: Western Low Weald

M Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area C2:

Barcombe, Plumpton and Cooksbridge, Western Low Weald

Landscape Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology

The Site is gently rolling from approximately +20m AOD on the southern edge
to +15m AOD at the northern Site edge. The landform is largely flat and then
falls towards the watercourse along the northern edge of the Site. A
watercourse which runs along the northern edge of the Site is the only notable
water feature, located in flood zones 2 and 3 in the north-west corner of the Site
near Norlington Lane. The lowest points of the Site are associated with minor
watercourses.

3/5

Landcover

The landcover predominantly grassland which is divided by hedgerows with
scattered mature trees. Hedgerows vary in condition being either tall and dense
or sparse and with gaps. Some new planting was evidenced during field work
relating to gap filling in hedgerows. In some places hedgerows are absent
increasing field scale and sense of openness. Scattered mature trees are
present within the field enclosures, resulting in average vegetation cover.

3/5
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Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The land use includes managed agricultural land which has evidence of some
human activity, denoted by agricultural crop lines. The Site consists of Grade 3
(Good to Moderate Quality) agricultural land. The landscape pattern is
predominantly large-scale, therefore the susceptibility is considered to be
medium.

3/5

Settlement and Identity

The Site has a relationship with the residential land uses of Ringmer along the
southern edge, however this is reduced in places by retained vegetation,
settlement edge development pattern and density. The Site has a relationship
with Broyle Side near to its north-eastern edge however this is lessened by
intervening vegetation and field boundaries which screens views. Despite a
relationship with surrounding development the Site retains an undeveloped
character. An isolated farmstead is the only development within the Site.
Proximity to existing land uses results in medium susceptibility to change. The
parcel may contribute to the separate identity of Broyle Side and Ringmer,
noting that the land between the two settlements lies to the south of the Site,
resulting in a high susceptibility.

4/5

Condition

The fields and vegetation appear in fair condition with some gaps. Some
management is visible such as replanting of hedgerow gaps, however
susceptibility is medium.

3/5

B. Landscape Susceptibility
Total

16/25

C. Landscape Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any statutory or local landscape designations, it is
therefore of lower landscape value.

1/5

Recreational

The Site is publicly accessible through the local PRoW network, which connect
the Site to nearby settlements and the wider countryside.

4/5

Cultural Heritage and
Association

The southern part of the parcel appears to have reference to ancient enclosed
agricultural land, as evidenced in the East Sussex Historic Environment Record
and resulting in evidence of cultural or association value.

3/5

Functional (ecological and
green infrastructure)

The Site has some functional value as part of an undeveloped agricultural
landscape separating Ringmer and Broyle Side. This provides part of a
landscape gap between the settlements and helps to retain and protect their
individual character and settlement pattern, noting that the land between the
two settlements lies to the south of the Site, resulting in a medium susceptibility
to change.

3/5

Perception

The Landscape Character Area within which the parcel lies is considered to be
within the landscape and perceptual setting of the South Downs National Park
and fieldwork demonstrated this. The Site is perceived in the context of existing
residential land uses, due the influence of Ringmer. Tranquillity and
remoteness are reduced in proximity to Ringmer and the southern part of the
Site due to proximity to the B2192. The value is considered to be medium.

3/5

D. Landscape Value Total

14/25
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E. Landscape Sensitivity

Total (B+D)

In summary, key indicators of high sensitivity include functional value of the Site
in terms of part of the agricultural land between Ringmer and Broyle Side.
Indicators of low sensitivity include large-scale field enclosures, proximity to
Ringmer and lack of landscape designation.

30/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The south-eastern part of the Site has limited visibility from the settlement edge
of Ringmer and road networks due to a gap between the Site and the
settlement edge as well as retained mature vegetation. The south-western part
has a stronger relationship as it is immediately adjacent to the settlement edge.
Limited topographic change across the majority Site increases visibility
internally, however noting the falling topography towards the watercourse to the
north which limits this in part. The Site is important in terms of views from the
South Downs National Park in terms of separation between the settlement
patterns.

5/5

Skylines

Due to the low-lying nature of the Site, it is not considered to form part of the
skyline.

1/5

Scenic Quality

There is influence from development along the southern edge of the Site and
glimpsed visible movement along the B2192 and Norlington Lane due to
containment of the Site by vegetation. Scenic quality is limited by large-scale
fields enclosures; however, scenic value is provided by a wooded backdrop
north and the South Downs National Park south.

3/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure C.3) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility
of development on the Site is shown in all directions surrounding Ringmer, on
higher land within the South Downs National Park to the south and west and
the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to the north at a distance.
Fieldwork demonstrated that despite containment of the Site by residential
development and boundary vegetation there is inter-visibility with the
surrounding landscape, which is considered to be medium due to inter-visibility
with higher land further to the south.

3/5

Receptors

Receptors may include those using the local PRoW network within the large
field scales allow open views across the Site. Other receptors may include
residential receptors along the Ringmer settlement edge and those using the
road networks, B2192 and Norlington Lane with glimpsed views into the Site.
Receptors include those using the Site for recreational purposes, including thos
within the South Downs National Park on higher ground to the south.

5/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

17/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

TheRi ngmer Nei ghbourhood Pl an 6A Neigdg
203006 recognises the |l andscape aroun
visibly connected to the South Downs National Park. Views of the South Downs
National Park are possible from beyond the settlement edge of Ringmer and
there are glimpsed and some framed views to a wooded undulating landscape
north and east. The Site is considered to lie within the visual setting of the

South Downs National Park. There are also distant views to the High Weald

4/5
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Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, such that the parcel lies within the visual
setting of this designation also.

Recognition and association

There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and
art, such that the visual value is very low.

1/5

Purpose of the view

Due to the proximity of the South Downs National Park there is a sense of
place, however the location is unlikely to be specifically visited for the view.

3/5

I. Visual Value Total

8/15

J. Visual Sensitivity Total
(G+1)

In summary, indicators of high visual sensitivity include views from receptors
through the Site and a visible connection between the Site and the South
Downs National Park with the parcel seen as part of the separation between
Ringmer and Broyle Side. Indicators of low visual sensitivity include a lack of
influence on the skyline, no apparent reference to the view in published studies,
literature and art and a low contribution in views of the wider landscape.

24/40

K. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (E+J)

54/90

L. Review and Comments

Medium-scale strategic mixed-use: The Site is assessed as having a
medium sensitivity to medium-scale mixed-use development. The Site may
have some potential to accommodate the relevant type of development in some
defined situations without significant adverse landscape or visual effects.
Development would need to be consistent with existing settlement pattern and
avoid increasing the visibility or allowing coalescence between Ringmer and
Broyle Side. The medium sensitivity is considered an appropriate conclusion in
landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

Should development come forwards, it should retaint he Si t eds f
part of the landscape gap preventing coalescence between the settlements of
Ringmer and Broyle Side by avoiding development in the eastern part of the
Site, with the eastern part of the Site used for open space, new woodland
planting and improved recreational opportunities. New planting along the
northern edge of the Site should also be considered to aid in improving the

connectivity with vegetation along the watercourse north of the Site boundary.

Development should be concentrated along the southern and western parts of
the Site, and appropriately integrated into the landscape, in keeping with the
character of development along the settlement edge, including lower density,
retention of open spaces and retained and enhanced edge vegetation to
provide appropriate screening. Taller massing should be located adjacent to
Ringmer in the western part of the Site and lower density development across
the central part of the Site and towards its northern edge. The relatively level
part of the Site is considered to be more appropriate for development than the
falling landform towards the watercourse on the northern boundary.

Existing PRoW through the Site should be protected and enhanced and views
towards the South Downs National Park framed to maintain sense of place.
Distant views to the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty should
also be protected.

54/90
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For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

Cumul ateifviebp@ c iSi tAes ses s meMe difdenalSer at egi c

Mi xddde (51RG and 67RG)
5.4 Should both Sites 51RG and 67RG both come forwards,

sensitivity of the combined | arger Site would be higher
predominantly related to the Siohé easmed niclee od f fRe mtganetr h ias dv

the |l andscape, visual and perceptual setting on the

| ocal |l andscape. For detailedandfomrmatanod ¥hspatehmpatt
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Def i bpeciSi séorar-$eaResi denti al Land
Devel opment

TabléLandscape SensitiviSiyp@ABRGessment for

Baseline Narrative

Site Location Site 67RG: Land off Broyle Lane

Representative photograph

With reference to Figure 10.4, the Site covers land to the north-west of Broyle Side extending
towards Norlington Lane. A small part of the Site lies to the south-west of the watercourse.

Character description Site 67RG covers a gently rolling area of land. The Site consists of small to medium-scale
edge of settlement fields, which are divided by hedgerows and a linear tree belt. Land use is
agricultural, with some unmanaged grassland. There is no development within the Site.

Site 67RG is covered by:
T Natural Englandés National Character Ares§q

i East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area
14: Western Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area C2:
Barcombe, Plumpton and Cooksbridge, Western Low Weald

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology The Site is gently rolling from approximately +20m AOD in the north-east to 4/5
+15m AOD in the south. The topography dips to form a localised valley where
the watercourse passes through within the south-western part of the Site. The
southern part of the Site is associated with a watercourse which is located
within flood zones 2 and 3. Small ponds are present. The resultant
susceptibility is therefore high.

Landcover The landcover comprises grassland, divided by mature hedgerows with trees | 3/5
and linear tree belts. Established mature trees are present along field
boundaries. Well established field edge vegetation connects to riparian
vegetation along the watercourse running through the Site. There is evidence
of gaps or loss of some hedgerow vegetation. Woodland forming part of the
northern boundary is identified within the National Forest Inventory, which
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suggests some species diversity of the boundary vegetation of the Site,
susceptibility is therefore considered to be medium.

Land Use, Scale and Pattern

The land use is primarily arable and grazing land which has evidence of some
human activity denoted by agricultural crop lines in some places. There is also
evidence of unmanaged grassland in part. The Site consists of Grade 3 (Good
to Moderate Quality) agricultural land. The landscape pattern is small to
medium-scale fields of regular shape.

4/5

Settlement and Identity

The eastern part of the Site is related to Broyle Side however the Site is not
contiguous with the settlement boundary. There is some influence from the
southern settlement edge of Ringmer but this is limited by intervening
vegetation. This also limits the contribution of the Site in terms of the
contributing to the separate identity of Ringmer and Broyle Side. The Site
generally has a rural character which is supported by a lack of urbanising
features or settlement within the Site.

3/5

Condition

Fields and vegetation appear in good condition and therefore exhibit a high
susceptibility to change.

4/5

B. Landscape Susceptibility
Total

18/25

C. Landscape Value

Designations

The Site is not covered by any statutory or local landscape designations, the
resultant landscape value is low.

1/5

Recreational

The Site is publicly accessible due to two PRoW which connect the settlement
of Broyle Side to Little Norlington and Ringmer. Recreational value is
considered medium.

3/5

Cultural Heritage and
Association

The Site appears to have reference to ancient enclosed agricultural land, as
evidenced in the East Sussex Historic Environment Record and resulting in
evidence of cultural or association value.

3/5

Functional (ecological and
green infrastructure)

The Site has some functional value as part of a wider landscape gap which
prevents the coalescence of the settlements of Ringmer and Broyle Side and
retains their individual character and protects the settlement pattern of Broyle
Side to the east, however this is weakened somewhat with the lack of
relationship with Ringmer due to intervening vegetation and the watercourse
through the Site. There is also ecological function to the Site associated with
the hedgerow network with established mature trees and linear tree belts
provide ecological value and connects to other biodiverse features including
the riparian habitat present in the south of the Site and woodland block to the
north, suggesting contribution to ecological systems.

3/5

Perception

The parcel is perceived as a rural agricultural landscape due to the backdrop
of undeveloped agricultural land to the north and west. The Landscape
Character Area within which the parcel lies is considered to be within the
landscape setting of the South Downs National Park and it has perceptual
influence to the south. Fieldwork confirmed that the Site lies within the
landscape setting. Tranquillity and remoteness are somewhat eroded by
influence from of the settlement edges of Broyle Side and some audible noise
from Lewes Road and the A26, however remains high.

4/5

AECOM
37




Lewes Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Project number: 60676353

D. Landscape Value Total

14/25

E. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (B+D)

In summary, indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the localised
valley landform and watercourse, perception in context of a surrounding
undeveloped agricultural landscape of small to medium-scale and perceptual
influences of the South Downs National Park. Indicators of low landscape
sensitivity is some influence from the settlement edges of Broyle Side.

32/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The Site has a limited degree of visibility due to the enclosure by vegetation.
Glimpsed views are possible from outside the Site boundary such that public
visibility is limited. There is visibility of the Site from individual properties along
the Broyle Side and Ringmer settlement edge.

2/5

Skylines

Due to the low-lying nature of the Site, it is not considered to form part of the
skyline.

1/5

Scenic Quality

There is limited influence on the Site from existing development due to
screening by boundary and internal vegetation which limits movement. Scenic
quality is provided by mature field edge vegetation and the South Downs
National Park backdrop, the resulting susceptibility is high.

4/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure C.4) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility
of development on the Site is shown in all directions surrounding Broyle Side
on higher land within the South Downs National Park to the south and west
and the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to the north at a
distance. Fieldwork demonstrated that due to containment of the Site by
existing vegetation and field scale, the Site has a low contribution to the wider
landscape in terms of inter-visibility. Views south are more open, due to the
large field scales around the settlement edge of Broyle Side.

2/5

Receptors

Typical receptors may include those using the local PRoW network. Individual
receptors may also include individual residential properties along the
settlement edge of Broyle Side and glimpsed views by road users. Receptors
also include recreational users of the South Downs National Park who have
views towards the Site from elevated vantage points resulting in a very high
susceptibility.

5/5

G. Visual Susceptibility Total

14/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

The Site is not covered by any planning policies or designations, resulting in a
lower susceptibility. There is inter-visibility with the South Downs National
Park such that the parcel is considered to form part of the visual setting.

3/5

Recognition and association

There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and
art, such that the visual value is very low.

1/5

Purpose of the view

Due to the proximity of the South Downs National Park, there is a sense of
place however the location is not likely to be visited for the view.

3/5
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analysis and high-level
guidance

pattern of Broyle Side. Development should be well integrated into the strong
landscape context to retain a rural character and reflect the character of
development and pattern of Broyle Side. There should be no development
south of the watercourse and tall massing should be placed adjacent to the
settlement edge. There are opportunities for the creation of open space and
planting on the western edge of the Site to form a new buffer to the wider
landscape.

The green infrastructure network on and surrounding the Site should be
protected and enhanced to strengthen the local network where possible,
including adjacent to the watercourse. Where field boundary vegetation has
been lost and the condition of vegetation is fair, this should be reinstated and
improved where possible. Existing vegetation should be retained and
enhanced where possible with development set within the scale and extent of
the field pattern as practicable.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would
be required.

I. Visual Value Total 7/15
J. Visual Sensitivity Total | In summary, indicators of high sensitivity include a high degree of scenic 21/40
(G+I) quality provided by the existing strong landscape framework and relationship
with the South Downs National Park. Indicators of low landscape sensitivity
are limited inter-visibility, lack of visual designations and high levels of
enclosure provided by vegetation.
K. Landscape Sensitivity 53/90
Total (E+J)
L. Review and Comments |Large-scale residential: The Site is assessed as having a medium sensitivity
to large-scale residential development. The Site may have some potential to
accommodate the relevant type of development in some defined situations
without significant adverse landscape or visual effects. This relates largely to
aligning to the linear settlement pattern of Broyle Side and the localised valley
landform and watercourse on the Site. The medium sensitivity to change is
considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms.
M. Final score, summary Should development come forwards, it should align to the linear settlement 53/90
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Def i BpeciSit €830l ar Devel opment

Tabl®Landscape SensitiviSiyDeABlsessment f or

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative photograph

Site 02FL: Land North of Firle

With reference to Figure 10.5, the Site cover land to the north of the A27, extending to the
Glynde Reach and Lewes District Boundary. The railway line crosses through the centre of the
Site.

Character description

Site 02FL covers a predominantly flat area of low-lying land. The Site comprises agricultural
field enclosures which vary in size and are generally divided by low hedgerows and linear tree
belts. Watercourses are located across the Site, and the northern and western parts of the Site
are located within flood zones 2 and 3. There is limited existing development within the Site.

Site 02FL is covered by:
T Natur al Engl andds National Character Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area
15 Eastern Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area D1: Glynde
and Ringmer Eastern Low Weald and F2: Glynde Scarp Footslope

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area F2: Glynde
Scarp Footslope

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
A. Landscape Susceptibility
Landform and Hydrology The Site is located on low-lying, flat land at approximately +10m AOD. 4/5

Parts of the southern part of the Site, between the A27 and railway line rise
slightly to approximately +13m AOD. The landform is bisected by multiple
watercourses including Glynde Reach which runs along the western edge
of the Site boundary. Due to the topography, a large buffer of land either
side of Glynde Reach is located within Flood Zones 2 and 3, which extends
though the centre of the Site. Field work demonstrated evidence of standing
surface water. Susceptibility to change is therefore high to the type of
development proposed.
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Landcover

Land cover comprises grassland and marshland, which is identified within
the Priority Habitats Inventory. This landcover is divided by hedgerows of
various condition with mature hedgerow trees. Small woodland blocks are
scattered across the Site and form field boundaries. Vegetation lines the
banks of Glynde Reach and ruderal vegetation and shrubs are present
around areas of standing water. There is considered to be average
vegetation cover with some species diversity and therefore a medium
susceptibility to change.

3/5

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The Site is primarily agricultural land. The field scale varies between small
to large-scale, with smaller fields concentrated within the centre of the Site.
The field pattern is geometric in part however is influenced by the
watercourses and railway line which dictate field boundaries in some
places. The agricultural land use and field scale results in a high
susceptibility to change due to the type of development proposed.

4/5

Settlement and Identity

Isolated farmsteads are the only development within the Site boundary, with
the extent of fields resulting in an undeveloped and open character. The
Site is located in proximity to the settlement of Glynde however intervening
vegetation separates the Site. Development on the Site would link two
Registered Parks and Gardens in the surrounding area, in Glynde to the
north-west and Firle to the south, which increases the susceptibility to very
high. The centre of the Site is bisected by a railway line and the Site is
bound by the A27 along part of its southern edge, which reduces the
susceptibility, however these are linear infrastructure with no built form or
massing, which the type of development would introduce.

5/5

Condition

The fields and vegetation appear in good condition and therefore of a
higher susceptibility to change.

4/5

B. Landscape Susceptibility
Total

20/25

C. Landscape Value

Designations

The Site is not covered by any statutory or local landscape designations;
however, lies adjacent to the South Downs National Park boundary.

3/5

Recreational

The Site is not publicly accessible. A National Cycle Network route runs
along the southern edge of the Site, however the resulting susceptibility to
change is very low.

1/5

Cultural Heritage and
Association

There is no notable evidence of cultural heritage association or value, such
that the landscape value is very low.

1/5

Functional (ecological and
green infrastructure)

There is an ecological value to the Site relating to woodland identified within
the National Forest Inventory, which provide wildlife refuge and ecological
connectivity, as well as grassland and marshland. A pocket of ancient
woodland also contributes to the ecological value despite lying beyond the
Site boundary due to its opportunity for wildlife. Otherwise, the green
infrastructure network throughout the Site appears to be medium. The Site
is considered to have a function of rural landform between two heritage
assets, such that functional value is high.

4/5

Perception

The Site is located in proximity to the village of Glynde however
topographic variation and intervening vegetation reduces physical and
visual connectivity with the Site. The A27 runs along the southern border of

3/5
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the Site and the railway line runs through the Site, which somewhat
reduces tranquillity and remoteness. The Landscape Character Area within
which the parcel lies is considered to be within the landscape and
perceptual setting of the South Downs National Park and fieldwork
demonstrated this. The Site has the perception of a rural well vegetated
landscape due to the presence of woodland blocks, intervening vegetation
and low-lying landscape creating a wooded skyline. The perceived
landscape value is therefore considered medium.

D. Landscape Value Total

12/25

E. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (B+D)

In summary, the indicators of higher susceptibility are flood risk along the
northern and western parts of the Site, the vegetation structure and identity
of the landscape in relation to surrounding heritage assets. Indicators of low
sensitivity include, lack of public access, varied landscape scale and the
trainline which passes through the centre of the Site, reducing the sense of
remoteness and tranquillity.

32/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The Site is generally well enclosed due to the intervening boundary
vegetation which lies adjacent to the A27, and lack of public accessibility
around the Site. There is high visibility from the trainline across the Site due
to the low-level field enclosure vegetation and predominantly flat
topography. The Site is viewed in context of surrounding undeveloped
agricultural land. The Site forms part of an important view from elevated
landform to south as separation between heritage assets at Glynde and
Firle.

5/5

Skylines

Due to the topography of the parcel, it does not form part of the skyline,
such that visual susceptibility is very low.

1/5

Scenic Quality

The Site has a limited relationship with development, due to the
surrounding agricultural landscape. The scenic quality is considered to be
medium with some movement from the A27 and the railway line.

3/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure C.5) shows that the majority of theoretical
visibility of development on the Site is shown in all directions on higher
land, within the South Downs National Park to the south and west and the
High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to the north at a distance.
From the fieldwork, the extent of visibility is less than suggested by the ZTV
as there are partially screened views by mature trees along the southern
edge of the Site adjacent to the A27. Views of the Site are possible in all
directions due rising landform beyond the Site boundary, which provides a
high contribution to the wider landscape due to inter-visibility. An existing
solar farm north of the Site is visible in the surrounding landscape, such
that views towards the Site would be seen in this context.

4/5

Receptors

The Site is not publicly accessible. Receptors include road users and users
of the National Cycle Network along the A27, who have partial views into
the parcel from the road however these are likely to be transient. Other
receptors are recreational users of the South Downs National Park, High
Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and local high points who are
likely to have views of the Site.

5/5
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G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

18/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

The view is not covered by planning policies or designations. There is inter-
visibility with the South Downs National Park and High Weald Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty in the distance, such that the parcel is
considered to form part of the visual setting of the designations. Due to the
type of development proposed and the lack of screening potential, this
increases the value to very high due to the proximity to the National Park.

5/5

Recognition and association

There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature
and art, such that the visual value is very low.

1/5

Purpose of the view

Sense of place is provided by both close and long-distance views including
the South Downs National Park, High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty and local landscape, however the Site is unlikely to be visited
specifically for the view and the sense of place is weakened somewhat by
the existing land use, flat landform and railway line through the Site.

2/5

I. Visual Value Total

8/15

J. Visual Sensitivity Total
(G+l)

In summary, key indicators of high visual sensitivity include inter-visibility
with the surrounding landscape and receptors in the local landscape.
Indicators of low sensitivity include no apparent reference to the Site in art
or literature, lack of visibility from publicly accessible places in close
proximity and the Site does not form part of a skyline.

26/40

K. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (E+J)

58/90

L. Review and Comments

Solar: The Site is assessed as having a medium sensitivity to solar
development. Upon reflection, given the sensitivity of the Site in relation to
the heritage assets at Firle and Glynde, a high-medium sensitivity is more
appropriate. The Site is unlikely to be able to accommodate the relevant
type of development overall or only in limited situations, without significant
adverse character change or adverse visual effects. This would largely
depend on consideration of views from surrounding landscape
designations. The high-medium sensitivity to change for the parcel is
considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

Should development come forwards, it would need to consider flood risk
within the northern and western parts of the Site. Views from recreational
receptors in the local landscape should be considered. Particular
consideration should be given to views from the South Downs National
Park, due to the high levels of inter-visibility between the designation and
the Site and likelihood of glint and glare from solar panels visible at long
distances. Development should be avoided on the southern part of the Site
where the landform rises and is in closer proximity to the South Downs

60/90

AECOM
43




Lewes Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Project number: 60676353

National Park. Development would need to respect the separation of the
heritage assets at Glynde and Firle.

The green infrastructure network on and surrounding the parcel should be
protected and enhanced to strengthen the local network where possible.
Existing vegetation should be retained and enhanced where possible with
development set within the scale and extent of the field pattern as
practicable.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred
to within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with
reference to Landscape Character Area D1: Glynde and Ringmer Eastern
Low Weald and F2: Glynde Scarpe Footslope.

For detailed information on development area and capacity, a Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment would be required.
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TabléLandscape SensitiviSiyp®Gsessment for

Baseline Narrative

Site Location Site 62RG: Land South East of Harveyods Lane

Representative photograph

With reference to Figure 10.6, the Site covers land further to the north-east of Broyle Side,
separated by agricultural land. The Site lies to the east and south of Harveys Lane and to the
south of Lewes District Boundary.

Character description Site 62RG covers part of a rolling landscape. The Site contains predominantly medium-scale
and large-scale field enclosures, which are divided by hedgerows and hedgerow trees. The Site
is absent of development.

Site 62RG is covered by:
T Natur al Engl andds National Character Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area
15 Eastern Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area D1: Glynde
and Ringmer Eastern Low Weald

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology The Site is part of a rolling landscape, rising from approximately +20m AOD | 3/5
at Harveys Lane on the western edge to +35m AOD along the eastern edge.
There are no notable watercourses within the Site, however there are some
minor watercourses and an associated pond in the central and north-western
parts of the Site.

Landcover The landcover comprises grassland and unmanaged meadow, which is 4/5
divided by low-level hedgerows with some scattered hedgerow trees,
watercourse vegetation and woodland blocks. The Site contains several
woodland blocks, two of which are included within the National Forest
Inventory. The largest woodland block lies on the eastern edge of the parcel
and connects to adjacent landscapes with meadows identified within the
Priority Habitat Inventory. Adjacent to the Site to the north-west is a large
SSSI which includes ancient woodland, suggesting high levels of local
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species diversity within the vegetation on the Site boundaries. Vegetation
appears in high condition, therefore susceptibility is high.

Land Use, Scale and The land use is primarily agricultural with evidence of human activity denoted | 3/5
Pattern by agricultural crop lines and gaps in field boundary vegetation. The Site
consists of Grade 4 (Poor Quality) agricultural land. The field enclosures are
irregular in shape and use minor watercourses and existing woodland as
natural boundaries.

Settlement and Identity The Site has very limited settlement influence and the Site is absent of 4/5
development. In the wider landscape there are few scattered farmsteads and
associated agricultural buildings and commercial buildings. For the type of
development proposed, susceptibility is considered to be high.

Condition The condition of the vegetation within and on the boundaries of the parcel 4/5
appears to be good, with a high degree of vegetation cover.

B. Landscape Susceptibility 18/25
Total

C. Landscape Value

Designations The Site is not covered by any statutory or local landscape designations, 1/5
such that value is low.

Recreational The Site is publicly accessible as one PRoW crosses the Site and connects 3/5
Harveyds Lane to t mediuBsudcétbility.r esul ti

Cultural Heritage and There appears to be no cultural or heritage association, resulting in a low 1/5
Association susceptibility.

Functional (ecological and | The vegetation on and immediately adjacent to the parcel connects into the 5/5
green infrastructure) wider green infrastructure network, including woodland identified within the
Priority Habitats Inventory and as a SSSI, such that susceptibility is very high.

Perception The Landscape Character Area within which the parcel lies is considered to | 5/5
be within the landscape setting of the South Downs National Park, however
the landscape and perceptual relationship is slightly reduced due to distance
and intervening built form between the parcel and the South Downs National
Park. The Site is perceived as part of a tranquil and remote landscape,
despite its relative proximity to the B2192. This is due to the presence of
mature vegetation and lack of influence from development. Scenic quality is
considered to be very high, provided by woodland blocks in and adjacent to
the Site.

D. Landscape Value Total 15/25

E. Landscape Sensitivity | In summary, key indicators of landscape sensitivity include functional value 33/50
Total (B+D) via the woodland and vegetation cover, relating to the contribution to the
wider green infrastructure network, the perception of the Site as a remote and
tranquil and detachment from settlement. Indicators of low sensitivity include
an apparent lack of cultural association and no landscape designations.
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Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The Site is visible from along Harveys Lane due to low height field boundary
vegetation and rising landform to the east of the lane. from the Site is also
visible from PRoW across adjacent agricultural fields to the south of the Site.
From the north and east, the Site is less visible due to tall Site boundary
hedgerows and woodland which screen views. Visibility is considered to be
medium.

3/5

Skylines

Due to the visibility of the rising landform across the western part of the Site
when viewed from Harveys Lane, the Site forms part of the skyline as it is on
relatively higher land than the surrounding area. The large woodland block in
the eastern part of the parcel is a landmark feature but is not considered
distinctive.

4/5

Scenic Quality

The Site has very limited influence from development such that the
composition of the view is of very high scenic quality with a very low degree
of movement.

5/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure C.6) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility
of development on the Site is shown to the south-west due to the rising
landform across the Site. The ZTV also showed theoretical visibility on higher
land within the South Downs National Park to the south and the High Weald
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to the north at a distance. Fieldwork
demonstrated the visibility of the parcel was assessed as less than indicated
by the ZTV due to low-level internal field enclosure vegetation and rising
topography to the east there is good inter-visibility to the south and west.
Inter-visibility north and east are limited by intervening woodland blocks, such
that susceptibility is high.

3/5

Receptors

There are partially screened views by mature trees and tall hedgerows along
the public footpath in the north of the Site. The remainder of views from the
PRoW are open to the south-west with high visibility of the South Downs
National Park in the context of an agricultural landscape. Other receptors may
include road users along Harveys Lane as well as recreational receptors
within the South Downs National Park at some distance.

4/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

19/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

The view is not covered by planning policies or designations. Views towards
the South Downs National Park are distinctive. From the South Downs
National Park, the Site is likely to be highly visible in the long distance. The
Site forms part of the visual setting of the South Downs National Park but at
distance, which lowers the value.

3/5

Recognition and association

There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and
art, such that the visual value is very low.

1/5

Purpose of the view

A strong sense of place is provided by the South Downs National Park which
provides a backdrop to the south-west however the location is unlikely to be
visited for the view.

3/5
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I. Visual Value Total

7/15

J. Visual Sensitivity Total
(G+1)

In summary, key indicators of visual sensitivity include inter-visibility with the
South Downs National Park to the south-west, receptors along the PRoW
with open views of the South Downs National Park and that the Site forms
part of the skyline in relation to the local lane. Indicators of low sensitivity
include lack of visual designation and not apparent reference in literature ort
art.

26/40

K. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (E+J)

59/90

L. Review and Comments

Solar: The parcel is assessed as having a medium sensitivity to solar
development. However, following the above assessment, it felt appropriate to
increase the rating to high-medium sensitivity to this type of development.
The Site is unlikely to be able to accommodate the relevant type of
development overall or only in limited situations, without significant adverse
character change or adverse visual effects. Development would depend on
retaining the character of the landscape from receptors internally and
externally from the South Downs National Park and protecting views towards
and away from the Site. The high-medium sensitivity to change for the parcel
is considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

Should development come forwards, it should respect and enhance the
existing rural undeveloped character. The green infrastructure network on
and surrounding the Site should be protected and enhanced to strengthen the
local network where possible. Where field boundary vegetation has been lost
and the condition of vegetation is fair, this should be reinstated and improved
where possible. Vegetation should not be removed. Development which
would damage or degrade high quality habitats such as designated and
locally important spaces should be resisted, including the vegetation identified
within the Priority Habitats Inventory and SSSI to the north-west.

The PRoW network should be retained and enhanced. Open views towards
the South Downs National Park should be retained. Particular consideration
should be given to views from the South Downs National Park, due to the
high levels of inter-visibility between the designation and the Site and
likelihood of glint and glare from solar panels visible at long distances.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area D1: Glynde and Ringmer Eastern Low Weald.

For detailed information on development area and capacity, a Landscape and
Visual Impact Assessment would be required.

60/90
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Tabl®B8Landscape SensitiviSiyp@&®Gsessment for

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative photograph

Site 63RG: Land at Neaves Lane Ringmer

With reference to Figure 10.7, the Site covers land to the south of Broyle Side and is separated
by built form and agricultural fields. The Site is located to the west of Moor Lane and east of
Neaves Lane.

Character description

The Site covers a predominantly flat landscape. The Site contains predominantly medium-scale
field enclosures, which are divided by managed hedgerows. The northern part of the parcel
contains a watercourse. The parcel is absent of existing development.

Land at Neaves Lane Ringmer is covered by:

T Natur al Engl andds National Character Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area
15 Eastern Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area D1: Glynde
and Ringmer Eastern Low Weald

Landscape Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology

The Site is predominantly flat at approximately +10m AOD throughout. A | 4/5
watercourse flows through the northern part of the Site associated with
two small ponds, located within flood zones 2 and 3, resulting in a higher
susceptibility to change.

Landcover

The landcover comprises grassland which is divided and bound by 4/5
hedgerows with individual trees. Hedgerows are well maintained overall,
with some evidence of gaps. Hedgerows become sparser and more
degraded particularly within the centre of the Site. A small pocket of
woodland is located along the eastern edge of the Site adjacent to the
watercourse. The condition appears to be medium.

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The land use is primarily grazing pasture, which has limited evidence of 3/5
human influence. The Site consists of predominantly of Grade 3 (Good to
Moderate Quality) agricultural land. Field enclosures are predominantly

medium scale. Fields are regular in shape and have a notable landscape
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pattern, this is eroded in some places through vegetation loss. The
watercourse to in the north of the Site creates a natural field division.

Settlement and Identity The Site has limited influence from settlement. There is no development | 3/5
present within the Site. Residential properties along Neaves Lane, Potato
Lane and Laughton Road and the adjacent Water Treatment Works, have
some influence on the Site due to the predominantly flat landscape and
low field enclosure vegetation. Pylons within the southern part of the Site
also lower the susceptibility.
Condition The condition of the vegetation within and on the boundaries of the parcel |3/5
appears to be fair with some evidence of positive management.
B. Landscape Susceptibility 17/25
Total
C. Landscape Value
Designations The Site is not covered by any statutory or local landscape designations, it | 1/5
is therefore of very low value.
Recreational There does not appear to be any public access onto the Site, resulting in | 1/5
very low recreational value.
Cultural Heritage and Pockets of the Site appear to have reference to ancient enclosed 3/5
Association agricultural land, as evidenced in the East Sussex Historic Environment
Record and resulting in evidence of cultural or association value.
Functional (ecological and | The Site has a functional value in terms of forming a rural area of land to | 3/5
green infrastructure) the north-east of the South Downs National Park and the watercourse
through the Site.
Perception The Landscape Character Area within which the parcel lies is considered | 3/5
to be within the landscape and perceptual setting of the South Downs
National Park and fieldwork demonstrated this. The Site is perceived as
part of the rural scenic landscape in close proximity to the South Downs
National Park, however this is reduced somewhat due to the presence of
pylons within the southern part of the Site. Despite proximity to Ringmer
and road noise from the B2192, the Site has some sense of tranquillity
and remoteness. Scenic quality is provided by the South Downs National
Park which forms a backdrop to the south and the surrounding
undeveloped agricultural landscape, resulting in a medium susceptibility to
change.
D. Landscape Value Total 11/25
E. Landscape Sensitivity | In summary, key indicators of high susceptibility include the perception of |28/50
Total (B+D) the Site as a relatively tranquil and remote landscape but noting the
influence of pylons across the southern part of the Site and flood risk
within the northern half of the Site. Indicators of low sensitivity include no
public access across the Site.
Visual Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
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F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The Site is highly visible from the adjacent lane network due to low level
field enclosure and Site boundary vegetation.

4/5

Skylines

Due to the low-lying topography of the Site, it does not form part of the
skyline.

1/5

Scenic Quality

The Site has some influence from development, including pylons across
the southern part of the Site, such that the composition of the view is
medium. There is some movement visible along the adjacent lane network
due to low height field enclosure vegetation. Scenic quality is provided by
the wooded landmarks features of South Downs National Park to the
south of the Site which increases susceptibility.

3/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure C.7) shows that the majority of theoretical
visibility of development on the Site is shown to the east and on higher
land to the south. Field work demonstrated that due to the topography of
the Site and low-level vegetation of field enclosures, the Site provides a
medium contribution to the wider landscape due to inter-visibility and
exhibits an open character as part of a wider landscape of undeveloped
agricultural land particularly south and east. Inter-visibility north and west
are reduced due to settlement and rising landform.

3/5

Receptors

The Site is not publicly accessible therefore receptors are likely to be
generally transient from those in the surrounding landscape. Other
receptors include from residential properties surrounding the Site as well
as those using the South Downs National Park who due to the open
landscape character would have direct views of the Site in context of a
primarily agricultural landscape.

4/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

15/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating
to views specifically. There is also inter-visibility with the South Downs
National Park such that the parcel is considered to form part of the visual
setting. Due to the type of development proposed and the lack of
screening potential, this increases the value to very high due to the
proximity to the National Park.

5/5

Recognition and association

There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature
and art, such that the visual value is very low.

1/5

Purpose of the view

Due to the proximity of the South Downs National Park, there is a strong
sense of place however the location is unlikely to be visited for the view.

3/5

I. Visual Value Total

9/15

J. Visual Sensitivity Total
(G+I)

In summary, key indicators of high visual sensitivity include high visibility
and inter-visibility between the Site and surrounding landscape including
the South Downs National Park and strong sense of place provided by the

24/40
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South Downs National Park. Indicators of low visual sensitivity include
lack of designation and the Site not part of the skyline.

K. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (E+J)

52/90

L. Review and Comments

Solar: The Site is assessed to have a medium sensitivity to solar
development. This Site may have some potential to accommodate the
relevant type of development in some defined situations without significant
adverse landscape or visual effects. This would depend on the sensitive
siting and integration of solar panels such that visibility from the
surrounding landscape including the South Downs National Park was
reduced. The Site is well positioned in relation to existing infrastructure,
including a Water Treatment Works and pylons across the southern part
of the Site. The medium sensitivity to change for the Site is considered an
appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

Should development come forwards, it should take into consideration the
flood zone in the northern part of the Site. The green infrastructure
network on and surrounding the parcel should be protected and enhanced
to strengthen the local network where possible. Where field boundary
vegetation has been lost and the condition of vegetation is fair, this should
be reinstated and improved where possible.

Development should be well integrated into the landscape structure.
Particular consideration should be given to views from the South Downs
National Park, due to the high levels of inter-visibility between the
designation and the Site and likelihood of glint and glare from solar
panels.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred
to within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with
reference to Landscape Character Area D1: Glynde and Ringmer Eastern
Low Weald.

For detailed information on development area and capacity, a Landscape
and Visual Impact Assessment would be required.

52/90
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6.Landscape Sensitivity
f oSettl|l ement AsSsessme

Summary tables of Settlement Assess
Sensitivity Assessment

61 The following section summaries the assessments for the
scale residential d e v e I-socpameen te napnl do ysrmeanl t| daenvde |l oaprngeent . T h e
should be read in combination with
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6.2 Tables of Settl ement Assessment Parcehs chas@escapatSemei
assessments FkFinguie2 atid BBidh i tbnstuaienshe

Tabl®&Smabtale residential summary tabl e
Settlement Assessment Parcel Landscape Sensitivity Rating Landscape Sensitivity Score
South Street A Medium-low 37/90
South Chailey D Medium-low 39/90
North Chailey E Medium-low 41/90
North Chailey B Medium-low 42/90
Seaford C Medium-low 43/90
Broyle Side C Medium-low 44/90
Wivelsfield Green G Medium-low 45/90
North Chailey D Medium 46/90
South Street B Medium 46/90
Broyle Side B Medium 47/90
South Chailey A Medium 47/90
South Chailey B Medium 47/90
Edge of Burgess Hill B Medium 47/90
Seaford B Medium 49/90
North Chailey C Medium 49/90
South Chailey C Medium 49/90
Broyle Side D Medium 51/90
Plumpton Green B Medium 51/90
South Street C Medium 51/90
Newick B Medium 52/90
Edge of Haywards Heath B Medium 52/90
North Chailey A Medium 53/90
Plumpton Green A Medium 53/90
South Street D Medium 53/90
Peacehaven and Telscombe Cliffs A Medium 54/90
Ringmer B Medium 54/90
Wivelsfield Green D Medium 54/90
Plumpton Green D Medium 55/90
Wivelsfield Green C Medium 55/90
Barcombe Cross A Medium 56/90
Newick A Medium 57/90
Plumpton Green E Medium 57/90
Wivelsfield Green A Medium 57/90
Wivelsfield Green E Medium 57/90
Edge of Burgess Hill A Medium 57/90
Barcombe Cross C Medium 59/90
Seaford A High-medium 60/90
Newhaven C High-medium 60/90
Newhaven D High-medium 60/90
Newhaven E High-medium 60/90
Peacehaven and Telscombe Cliffs C High-medium 60/90
Broyle Side A High-medium 60/90
Chailey A High-medium 60/90
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Chailey C High-medium 60/90
Cooksbridge A High-medium 60/90
Cooksbridge C High-medium 60/90
Newick C High-medium 60/90
Ringmer A High-medium 60/90
Wivelsfield Green B High-medium 60/90
Wivelsfield Green F High-medium 60/90
Chailey B High-medium 61/90
Plumpton Green C High-medium 62/90
Edge of Haywards Heath A High-medium 63/90
Barcombe Cross B High-medium 64/90
Cooksbridge B High-medium 64/90
Ringmer C High-medium 70/90
Newhaven A Very high 74/90
Newhaven B Very high 74/90
Newhaven F Very high 74/90
Peacehaven and Telscombe Cliffs B Very high 74/90
Newick D Very high 74/90
TableMedi smal e residential summary tabl e
Settlement Assessment Parcel Landscape Sensitivity Rating Landscape Sensitivity Score
South Chailey D Medium-low 39/90
North Chailey E Medium-low 41/90
North Chailey B Medium-low 42/90
Broyle Side C Medium-low 44/90
Wivelsfield Green G Medium-low 45/90
North Chailey D Medium 46/90
South Street B Medium 46/90
Broyle Side B Medium 47/90
South Chailey B Medium 47/90
Edge of Burgess Hill B Medium 47/90
South Chailey A Medium 48/90
North Chailey C Medium 49/90
South Chailey C Medium 49/90
Broyle Side D Medium 51/90
South Street C Medium 51/90
Newick B Medium 52/90
Edge of Haywards Heath B Medium 52/90
North Chailey A Medium 53/90
Plumpton Green A Medium 53/90
Plumpton Green B Medium 53/90
South Street D Medium 53/90
Ringmer B Medium 54/90
Wivelsfield Green D Medium 54/90
Wivelsfield Green C Medium 55/90
Barcombe Cross A Medium 56/90
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Wivelsfield Green E Medium 57/90
Plumpton Green E Medium 58/90
Wivelsfield Green A Medium 58/90
Barcombe Cross C Medium 59/90
Seaford B High-medium 60/90
Newhaven D High-medium 60/90
Broyle Side A High-medium 60/90
Chailey A High-medium 60/90
Chailey C High-medium 60/90
Newick A High-medium 60/90
Plumpton Green D High-medium 60/90
Ringmer A High-medium 60/90
Edge of Burgess Hill A High-medium 60/90
Chailey B High-medium 61/90
Cooksbridge A High-medium 61/90
Seaford A High-medium 62/90
Newick C High-medium 62/90
Plumpton Green C High-medium 62/90
Barcombe Cross B High-medium 64/90
Cooksbridge B High-medium 64/90
Ringmer C High-medium 70/90
Newhaven A Very high 74/90
Newhaven B Very high 74/90
Newhaven F Very high 74/90
Peacehaven and Telscombe Cliffs A Very high 74/90
Peacehaven and Telscombe Cliffs B Very high 74/90
Newick D Very high 74/90
Wivelsfield Green B Very high 74/90
Wivelsfield Green F Very high 74/90
Edge of Haywards Heath A Very high 74/90
Tab2eLargeale residential summary tabl e
Settlement Assessment Parcel Landscape Sensitivity Rating Landscape Sensitivity Score
Wivelsfield Green G Medium 47/90
Barcombe Cross A High-medium 60/90
Newick A High-medium 60/90
Newick B High-medium 60/90
Plumpton Green A High-medium 60/90
Plumpton Green D High-medium 60/90
Plumpton Green E High-medium 60/90
Ringmer B High-medium 60/90
Wivelsfield Green A High-medium 60/90
Wivelsfield Green C High-medium 60/90
Wivelsfield Green D High-medium 60/90
Wivelsfield Green E High-medium 60/90
Edge of Haywards Heath B High-medium 60/90
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Barcombe Cross C High-medium 61/90
Plumpton Green C High-medium 62/90
Newhaven A Very high 74/90
Peacehaven and Telscombe Cliffs A Very high 74/90
Barcombe Cross B Very high 74/90
Newick D Very high 74/90
Ringmer A Very high 74/90
Ringmer C Very high 74/90
Wivelsfield Green B Very high 74/90
Wivelsfield Green F Very high 74/90
Edge of Burgess Hill A Very high 74/90
Edge of Haywards Heath A Very high 74/90

Tab2 &Sma-btadmpl oymemmary tabl e

Settlement Assessment Parcel

Landscape Sensitivity Rating

Landscape Sensitivity Score

Wivelsfield Green G Medium 47/90
Newick B Medium 52/90
Plumpton Green B Medium 53/90
Ringmer B Medium 54/90
Seaford B High-medium 60/90
Newhaven D High-medium 60/90
Barcombe Cross A High-medium 60/90
Newick A High-medium 60/90
Plumpton Green A High-medium 60/90
Plumpton Green D High-medium 60/90
Ringmer A High-medium 60/90
Wivelsfield Green A High-medium 60/90
Wivelsfield Green C High-medium 60/90
Wivelsfield Green D High-medium 60/90
Wivelsfield Green E High-medium 60/90
Edge of Burgess Hill A High-medium 60/90
Edge of Burgess Hill B High-medium 60/90
Edge of Haywards Heath B High-medium 60/90
Barcombe Cross C High-medium 61/90
Plumpton Green E High-medium 61/90
Seaford A High-medium 62/90
Newick C High-medium 62/90
Plumpton Green C High-medium 62/90
Ringmer C High-medium 70/90
Newhaven A Very high 74/90
Newhaven B Very high 74/90
Newhaven F Very high 74/90
Peacehaven and Telscombe Cliffs A Very high 74/90
Peacehaven and Telscombe Cliffs B Very high 74/90
Barcombe Cross B Very high 74/90
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Newick D Very high 74/90
Wivelsfield Green B Very high 74/90
Wivelsfield Green F Very high 74/90
Edge of Haywards Heath A Very high 74/90

Tab22Largeal e empsoypmany tabl

e

Settlement Assessment Parcel

Landscape Sensitivity

Landscape Sensitivity Score

Rating
Edge of Haywards Heath B High-medium 60/90
Newhaven A Very high 74/90
Peacehaven and Telscombe Cliffs A Very high 74/90
Edge of Burgess Hill A Very high 74/90
Edge of Haywards Heath A Very high 74/90
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Tabl es

of Settl ement Assessment

Sensitivity Assessment

63 Theol |l

Seaford

Tab28Lands

owing section sets out the assessments of

cape Sensitivity Assessment for Seaford A

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative
photograph

Seaf Ard

Northern extent: A259, settlement boundary of Seaford and South Downs National Park.
Eastern extent: Settlement boundary of Seaford.

Southern extent: Holiday park, coastal margin land and railway line.

Western extent: Coastal margin land and railway line within the South Downs National Park.

Due to the size of the parcel, large-scale residential and large-scale employment land uses are not
considered to be practical due to the location of the railway line across the central part of the parcel,
therefore are not considered within the assessment.

Character description

The parcel covers a gently sloping area of land. The parcel consists of small-scale and medium-scale
fields which are divided by a railway line, which is on a slight embankment, as well as low-level scrub
vegetation and drainage channels. Land use appears to be predominantly agricultural grazing marsh.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natural Englandés NatsiSouhdbwnharacter Area 12
1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 21: Firle
Bishopstone Downs and Local Landscape Character Area 32: Seaford
1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area E3: Newhaven and
Seaford Ouse Catchment
Landscape Assessment Narrative Score
Sensitivity

A. Landscape

Susceptibility
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Landform and
Hydrology

The parcel is gently rising from approximately +2m AOD on the southern boundary to
+9m AOD along the northern and eastern boundaries. The railway line crosses
through the parcel on an embankment. Several drainage channels extend through
the northern part of the parcel and along the western boundary. A small waterbody
exists along the southern boundary. The entirety of the parcel lies within Flood Zone
2 and 3, increasing the susceptibility to change.

5/5

Landcover

The landcover comprises grassland which is divided by low-level scrub vegetation,
notably adjacent to the railway line and pockets within the northern part of the parcel.
Large sections of the parcel are also identified as coastal and floodplain grazing
marsh within the Priority Habitats Inventory, which continues to the west of the
parcel. The condition appears to be high. The parcel is also designated as a local
wildlife site, which suggests a variety of species diversity and increases the
susceptibility.

5/5

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The land use appears to be grassland with some management. There is a gap in the
field boundary vegetation due to poor condition, but otherwise intact. The parcel
consists of Grade 3 (Good to Moderate Quality) agricultural land. The landscape
pattern is small-scale and intricate in the eastern part, which increases the
susceptibility for medium-scale development due to the scale at which development
could be accommodated on the parcel.

Small-scale
residential and
employment:
4/5

Medium-scale
residential: 5/5

Settlement and The parcel has a strong physical and visual relationship with the settlement edge of | Small-scale
Identity Seaford which lies almost immediately to the east and north of the parcel. This edge |and medium-
comprises two and two and a half storey residential development. The parcel has a |scale: 1/5
strong relationship with the holiday park which also lies adjacent. Employment
development would have a high susceptibility due to the surrounding residential land | Small-scale
use. employment:
3/5
Condition The existing vegetation on the parcel appears to be in a good condition. 4/5
B. Landscape Small-scale
Susceptibility Total residential:
19/25

Medium-scale
residential and

small-scale
employment:
21/25
C. Landscape Value
Designations The parcel is not covered by any statutory or local landscape designations. The 4/5
parcel is designated as a local wildlife site. The parcel lies adjacent to the South
Downs National Park.
Recreational A public footpath crosses through the parcel in the eastern part, as well as the 3/5
Sussex Ouse Valley Way recreational route passing along the south-western
boundary of the parcel. The National Cycle Network lies adjacent to the northern
parcel boundary. This results in a high level of recreational value.
Cultural Heritage and | There is no notable evidence of cultural heritage or association value on the parcel. |1/5
Association
AECOM
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Functional The parcel has functional value within the coastal landscape, including connectivity 5/5
(ecological and into the wider coastal and floodplain grazing marsh vegetation and coastal vegetated
green infrastructure) | shingle.
Perception The parcel is perceived as the coastal landscape between the settlement edges of 2/5

eastern and north-west Seaford, although in the context of development and railway

line. The parcel is within the landscape setting of the South Downs National Park but

there is little sense of remoteness and tranquillity, due to proximity to development,

the railway line passing through on an embankment and the A259 immediately to the

north.
D. Landscape Value 15/25
Total
E. Landscape In summary, indicators of high landscape sensitivity include that the parcel lies within | Small-scale
Sensitivity Total a flood zone, a local wildlife site and has functional value with the wider coastal and | residential:
(B+D) floodplain grazing marsh vegetation. Indicators of low landscape sensitivity were 34/50

limited to a lack of evidence of cultural or association value and relationship with
adjacent development, including the railway line across the Site.

Medium-scale
residential
and small-
scale
employment:
36/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual
Susceptibility

General Visibility

The land is highly visible both from the coastal landscape to the south and west and
also from the relatively higher landscape to the north and east. The railway line
embankment screens the southern part of the parcel from localised receptors in close
proximity to the parcel. The parcel forms an important part of the view from the South
Downs National Park as a greenspace between settlement areas and towards the
coast.

5/5

Skylines

Due to the low-lying position of the parcel, it does not form part of a skyline and the
susceptibility is very low.

1/5

Scenic Quality

The parcel has a strong visual relationship with the two and two and half storey
residential properties on the edge of Seaford, as well as the adjacent holiday park.
There is also a high degree of movement from the railway line passing through the
parcel and A259 immediately to the north. The coastal landscape to the west and
rising landform of the South Downs National Park to the north increases the
susceptibility the medium.

3/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.1) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of
development on the parcel is shown in all directions, screened somewhat by the
existing settlement areas and higher land within the South Downs National Park to
the north, east and west. The extent of theoretical visibility for residential land use
would be lower, as the ZTV is based on the maximum employment development
height. Fieldwork demonstrated that the parcel has a very high contribution to the
wider landscape due to inter-visibility.

5/5
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Receptors Receptors include those using the local road network, including along Marine Parade | 5/5
and the A259. Receptors include those from residential dwellings on rising land to the
north and east, as well as recreational users at the holiday park immediately to the
east. Receptors include those using the local PRoW network through the parcel and
the recreational route along the south-western boundary. Receptors include
recreational users of the National Cycle Network adjacent to the northern parcel
boundary.
G. Visual 19/25
Susceptibility Total
H. Visual Value
Designations Within the Seaford Neighbourhood Plan 2017-2030, an identified view within the 3/5
6Significant Public Viewsod6 is directed
Blatchington Reservoirs looking south-w e s Thé parcel forms a small part of the
view and is within the context of the railway line and holiday homes, such that visual
value is therefore medium. Field work demonstrated that there is inter-visibility with
the South Downs National Park such that the parcel is considered to form part of the
visual setting.
Recognition and There does not appear to be any recognition or association relating to the parcel. 1/5
association
Purpose of the view | Due to the open nature of the parcel and proximity to the coastline and adjacent 3/5
recreational routes, there is a sense of place, however the location is unlikely to be
visited for the view due to proximity to the railway line.
I. Visual Value Total 7/15
J. Visual Sensitivity [In summary, indicators of high visual sensitivity include a locally designated view 26/40
Total (G+I) directed towards the parcel and very high inter-visibility with the surrounding
landscape. Indicators of low visual sensitivity includes the low-lying nature of the
parcel, such that it does not form part of the skyline.
K. Landscape Small-scale
Sensitivity Total residential:
(E+J) 60/90

Medium-scale
residential
and small-
scale
employment:
62/90

L. Review and
Comments

Small-scale and medium-scale residential and small-scale employment: The
parcel is assessed as having a highi medium sensitivity to small-scale residential and
small-scale employment development. This is predominantly due to the constraints of
the functionality of the parcel as part of the wider coastal and floodplain grazing
marsh landscape. The parcel is unlikely to be able to accommodate the relevant type

AECOM
62




Lewes Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Project number: 60676353

of development overall or only in limited situations, without significant adverse
character change or adverse visual effects. The high-medium sensitivity to change
for the parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score,
summary analysis
and high-level
guidance

Should development come forwards, it would need to respect the hydrological
features on the parcel, the functionality of the parcel, the existing vegetation, the
existing PRoW network through and adjacent to the parcel, the locally identified view
from the north and views from the wider landscape, including nearby residential
receptors and from the South Downs National Park.

Residential development should be two storey massing to reflect the existing
settlement pattern. This should be set within new landscape planting, open space
and buffers to the coastal landscape. Employment development should consider
offsets to residential amenity and low height massing where possible. The
development should form an appropriate transition to the wider landscape.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to within
the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to Landscape
Character Area E3: Newhaven and Seaford Ouse Catchment.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

Small-scale
residential:
60/90

Medium-scale
residential
and small-
scale
employment:
62/90
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Tab24Landscape Sensitivity Assessment for Seaford B

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative
photograph

Seaf 8rd

Northern extent: Settlement boundary of Seaford.

Eastern extent: South Downs National Park and Heritage Coast designation.
Southern extent: South Downs National Park.

Western extent: Settlement boundary of Seaford.

Noting that this parcel includes one LAA site: 01SF.

Due to the size of the parcel, it is not considered that large-scale residential or large-scale
employment could be accommodated and therefore these development typologies are not
considered further within the assessment.

Character description

The parcel covers a distinctly rising area of land. The parcel consists of a medium-scale edge of
settlement field containing scrub vegetation. The land use appears to be unmanaged.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natural Engl andds NathiSouthddbwnsChar acter Area

9 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 32:
Seaford

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area B1:
Peacehaven, Newhaven, Seaford and Saltdean Downland

Landscape Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape
Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology

The parcel includes a distinct landform change from approximately +26m AOD in | Small-scale
the north-western corner to +37m AOD in the south-eastern corner. There are residential: 4/5
no notable water features on the parcel, and it is not located within a flood zone.
Medium-scale residential and small-scale is considered to be more susceptible | Small-scale

to the landform changes. employment
and medium-
scale
residential: 5/5
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Landcover

The landcover comprises grassland with pockets of scrub across the majority of
the parcel. The southern and western boundary vegetation is more mature
consisting of individual trees. Further to the south-west, this vegetation connects
into a SSSI, which suggests some species diversity. The condition appears to be
poor.

3/5

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

Land use appears to be unmanaged scrub and bramble and little evidence of
human activity other than fencing around the boundary. The eastern part of the
parcel consists of Grade 3 (Good to Moderate Quality) agricultural land and the
western part is identified as Urban within the Agricultural Land Classification.
The landscape pattern is small-scale.

5/5

Settlement and Identity

The parcel has a strong relationship with the settlement edge of Seaford to the
north, west and south and is bound to the north and east by the local road
network. Development on the parcel would be consistent with the settlement
pattern. Employment land use would be more susceptible due to the strong
residential context.

Small-scale
and medium-
scale
residential: 2/5

Small-scale
employment:
4/5

Condition

The vegetation on the parcel appears to be poor with limited evidence of
management.

2/5

B. Landscape
Susceptibility Total

Small-scale
residential:
16/25

Medium-scale

residential:
18/25
Small-scale
employment:
19/25
C. Landscape Value
Designations The parcel is not covered by any statutory or local landscape designations. The |3/5
parcel lies adjacent to the South Downs National Park and Heritage Coast,
which increases value to medium.
Recreational The National Cycle Network runs along Chyngton Way along the northern 1/5
boundary of the parcel and a public bridleway lies adjacent to the eastern parcel
boundary. The Seaford Neighbourhood Plan (2019) identified the parcel as
private amenity open space, however this does not increase recreational value
as it is not publicly accessible so value is 1 due to no public access.
Cultural Heritage and There is no notable evidence of cultural or association value on the parcel. 1/5
Association
Functional (ecological The parcel is considered to have a contribution to the functioning of natural and | 5/5
and green infrastructure) | ecological systems, due to the scrub vegetation across the parcel and nearby
ecologically designated land. The Lewes District Public Realm Framework
(2013) i dentifies the eastern edge of t
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Downs Nat i ondescribBsdataskodg adredvays t o t he

National Park are under promoted, this increases the functional value.

Perception The parcel is perceived as part of the residential edge of Seaford, which is the 3/5
transition into the relatively steeper landform of the rising South Downs National
Park to the south. There is a little sense of remoteness and tranquillity on the
edge of the settlement area, however some association with the wider
landscape setting of the South Downs National Park.
D. Landscape Value Total 13/25
E. Landscape In summary, indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the small-scale Small-scale
Sensitivity Total (B+D) | pattern of the landscape and rewilding land use. Indicators of low landscape residential:
sensitivity include the perception of the parcel as part of the residential edge of | 29/50

Seaford and poor management on the parcel.

Medium-scale
residential:
31/50

Small-scale
employment:
32/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The parcel is relatively open to the rising landform to the east and south. The
parcel is partially contained to the south by agricultural buildings and mature
trees. Views towards the parcel and any new development would generally be
seen within the context of two storey properties, such that visual susceptibility is
low.

2/5

Skylines

Due to the low-level topography of the parcel in comparison to the surrounding
landscape, it does not form part of the skyline, such that visual susceptibility is
very low.

1/5

Scenic Quality

There is a high influence from adjacent development and movement along the
local road network. The transition to the elevated South Downs National Park to
the east and south increases the scenic quality to medium.

3/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.2) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of
development on the parcel is shown in all directions, screened somewhat by the
existing settlement areas and including higher land within the South Downs
National Park to the north, east and west. The extent of theoretical visibility for
residential land use would be lower, as the ZTV is based on the maximum
employment development height. Field work demonstrated that the parcel is
highly visible in short to medium distance but the rising landform to the south
and east blocks any views to the wider South Downs National Park. The parcel
is located within the visual setting of the South Downs National Park. Medium-
scale residential and large-scale employment are considered to be more
susceptible as the landform is relatively flat, then rises in the southern part upon
which these scales of development would need to occupy.

Small-scale
residential and
employment:
3/5

Medium-scale
residential: 4/5

Receptors

Receptors include residential dwellings adjacent to the parcel, users of the local
road network, recreational users of the National Cycle Network adjacent to the

4/5

AECOM
66




Lewes Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Project number: 60676353

parcel and users of the local PRoW network both adjacent to the parcel and
within the local landscape on rising ground within the South Downs National
Park.

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

Small-scale
residential and
employment:
13/25

Medium-scale

residential:
14/25
H. Visual Value
Designations Within the Seaford Neighbourhood Plan 2017-2030, two identified views within | 4/5
the 6Significant Publ i c paicd Weeparemnaned d
drom Chyngton Way looking southeastband 6fr om Sout h Hi
t owar ds t.lFieldvibck demsngtrated that views into the parcel from the
South Downs National Park are limited to the short to medium distance due to
intervening landform. The parcel is considered to be within the visual setting of
the South Downs National Park. Visual value is therefore high.
Recognition and There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and 1/5
association art, such that the visual value is very low.
Purpose of the view Due to the proximity of the parcel to residential land uses, the sense of placeis |2/5
weakened. The location is unlikely to be visited specifically for the view.
I. Visual Value Total 7/15
J. Visual Sensitivity Indicators of high visual sensitivity include residential and recreational receptors, | Small-scale
Total (G+I) identified views within the Seaford Neighbourhood Plan and the visual setting of |residential
the South Downs National Park. Indicators of low visual sensitivity include no and
apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and art and that employment:
the local is unlikely to be visited specifically for the view. 20/40

Medium-scale
residential:
21/40

K. Landscape
Sensitivity Total (E+J)

Small-scale
residential:
49/90

Small-scale
employment
and medium-
scale
residential:
52/90

AECOM
67




Lewes Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Project number: 60676353

L. Review and
Comments

Small-scale residential: The parcel is assessed above as having a medium
sensitivity to small-scale residential development. This type of development may
have the potential to be accommodated within the parcel relating well to the
settlement edge of Seaford. The edge of the South Downs National Park forms a
natural boundary. The medium sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered
an appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

Medium-scale residential and small-scale employment: The parcel is
assessed above as having a medium sensitivity to these types of development.
Upon review, it is considered that there is a high-medium sensitivity to these
development types. This is due to reasons including the surrounding context and
complex landform. The high-medium sensitivity to change for the parcel is
considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score,
summary analysis and
high-level guidance

Should development come forwards, the existing vegetation on the parcel
should be protected where appropriate and new planting should connect into the
wider green infrastructure network to create green links to nearby ecologically
designated land where possible. The landscape strategy should enhance the
parcel of land as a gateway into the South Downs National Park.

Residential development should be two storey massing to reflect the existing
settlement pattern. This should be set within new landscape planting, open
space and buffers within the eastern part the parcel. Employment development
should consider offsets to residential amenity and low height massing where
possible. The development should form an appropriate transition to the wider
landscape.

Recreational routes surrounding the parcel should be protected and boundaries
enhanced. There are opportunities to create new recreational routes through the
parcel to connect into surrounding routes. Development should respect the
adjacent South Downs National Park and Heritage Coast context and receptors
within. Any new development should also protect locally promoted views.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area B1: Peacehaven, Newhaven, Seaford and Saltdean
Downland.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

Small-scale
residential:
49/90

Medium-scale
residential
and small-
scale
employment:
60/90
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Tab2®BLandscape Sensitivity Assessment for Seaford C

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative
photograph

Seaford C

Northern extent: Fields and golf course within the South Downs National Park.
Eastern extent: Lane and golf course within the South Downs National Park.
Southern extent: Settlement boundary of Seaford.

Western extent: Fields within the South Downs National Park.

Noting that this parcel includes two LAA sites: 08SF and 09SF.

Due to the size of the parcel, it is not considered that medium-scale residential, large-scale
residential, small-scale employment or large-scale employment could be accommodated and

therefore these development typologies are not considered further within the assessment.

Character description

The parcel covers a gently sloping area of land. The parcel consists of a small field in agricultural
use, a linear strip of garden land use and a lane.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natur al Engl andds National Character Area

9 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 21:
Firle Bishopstone Downs

1 Several of the very small areas of land between the settlement boundaries and South Downs
National Park were not included within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023),
however it is most relevant to Landscape Character Area B1: Peacehaven, Newhaven,
Seaford and Saltdean Downland

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape
Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology

The field enclosure within the parcel is gently rolling from approximately +62m AOD | 2/5
along the eastern edge to +65m AOD along the northern edge. There are no
notable water features within the parcel, and it is not located within a flood zone,
therefore resulting in a lower susceptibility to change.

Landcover

The landcover of the field enclosure comprises grassland with small parts of scrub | 3/5
and is bound by mature tree vegetation along two boundaries and fencing with
several individual trees along the other boundary. The linear strip of land in garden
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land use comprises several individual mature trees and a dense belt of coniferous
trees within the eastern edge of the parcel which is identified within the National
Forest Inventory. The condition appears to be high. There appears to be a medium
degree of vegetation cover on the parcel boundaries, such that susceptibility is
medium.

Land Use, Scale and The land use appears to be grassland with low management and private garden 5/5
Pattern land use. The parcel consists of Grade 3 (Good to Moderate Quality) agricultural
land. The landscape pattern is small-scale and intricate, resulting in a very high
susceptibility, notably within the eastern part of the parcel.
Settlement and Identity The parcel has a strong relationship with the built-up edge of Seaford and 2/5
development would broadly be consistent with the existing settlement pattern.
Condition The condition of the mature tree vegetation on the parcel appears to be good. 4/5
B. Landscape 16/25
Susceptibility Total
C. Landscape Value
Designations The entirety of the eastern part of the parcel is covered by a tree preservation order | 4/5
(TPO). The parcel lies adjacent to the South Downs National Park, which increases
the landscape value.
Recreational A public bridleway extends adjacent to the eastern part of the parcel, resulting inno | 1/5
public access across the parcel itself.
Cultural Heritage and There is no notable evidence of cultural heritage association or value, such that the | 1/5
Association landscape value is very low.
Functional (ecological and | The parcel contains mature woodland and tree vegetation which continues as a 5/5
green infrastructure) green link into the wider green infrastructure network, therefore it has a high
contribution to functioning of the natural systems. The north-western boundary is
also identified within the Lewes District Open Space Strategy (2020) as a natural
corridor, which increases the landscape value.
Perception The parcel is within the landscape setting of the South Downs National Park butis | 2/5
perceived as part of the residential edge of Seaford. The backdrop of woodland
vegetation increases the scenic quality, but there is a limited a sense of remoteness
and tranquillity due to adjacent residential land use.
D. Landscape Value Total 13/25
E. Landscape In summary, indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the functional value of | 29/50
Sensitivity Total (B+D) |the vegetation on the parcel integrating into the wider green infrastructure network
and good condition. Indicators of low landscape sensitivity include a lack of
hydrological features on the parcel and no notable evidence of cultural heritage
association or value.
Visual Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
F. Visual Susceptibility
AECOM
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General Visibility

The parcel is well enclosed due to mature boundary vegetation and views towards
the parcel and any new development would generally be seen within the context of
two storey properties, such that visual susceptibility is low.

Skylines Due to the containment of the parcel and the rising landform to the north, it does not | 1/5
form part of the skyline, such that visual susceptibility is very low.
Scenic Quality The parcel has a relationship with the wider landscape, including agricultural land, | 2/5
wooded backdrops and a golf course, however the parcel also has a high influence
from adjacent development, resulting in a low susceptibility.
Inter-visibility The screened ZTV (Figure D.3) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of 2/5
development on the parcel is shown in all direction, screened somewhat by the
existing settlement areas and including higher land within the South Downs National
Park to the north, east and west. The extent of theoretical visibility for residential
land use would be lower, as the ZTV is based on the maximum employment
development height. Fieldwork demonstrated that due to the containment of the site
by residential development and mature woodland, inter-visibility with the wider
landscape is low.
Receptors Receptors include from adjacent residential dwellings and users of the short section | 2/5
of the local PRoW network that passes within the eastern part of the parcel, noting
that these views are largely contained by mature vegetation.
G. Visual Susceptibility 9/25
Total
H. Visual Value
Designations The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to views | 3/5
specifically. Field work demonstrated that potential inter-visibility with the South
Downs National Park would largely be screened by intervening vegetation and
within the context of the residential edge of Seaford, such that visual value is low.
The parcel is within the visual setting of the South Downs National Park.
Recognition and There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and art, 1/5
association such that the visual value is very low.
Purpose of the view Due to the proximity of the parcel to residential land uses, the sense of place is 2/5
weakened, and the location is unlikely to be visited specifically for the view due to
the strong containment by mature vegetation. This results in a low visual value.
I. Visual Value Total 5/15
J. Visual Sensitivity In summary, there were no indicators of high visual sensitivity. Indicators of low 14/40
Total (G+I) visual sensitivity include the sense of place being weakened due to the proximity to
existing residential development and the containment of the site by residential
development and mature woodland.
K. Landscape 43/90
Sensitivity Total (E+J)
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L. Review and Small-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having a medium-low
Comments sensitivity to small-scale residential development. The parcel can accommodate the
relevant type of development in many situations without significant adverse
landscape or visual effects relating well to the settlement edge of Seaford. The
medium-low sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered an appropriate
conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score, Should development come forwards, it should be located within the western part of | Small-

summary analysis and | the parcel and set within a robust landscape framework. Existing vegetation on the |scale

high-level guidance parcel and adjacent should be retained and enhanced where possible, most notably | residential:
the vegetation under TPOs which should also be protected in relation to root 43/90

protection areas. The public bridleway adjacent to the eastern part of the parcel
should be protected with an opportunity for public open space on this edge.

Residential development should be two storey massing to reflect the existing
settlement pattern. This should be set within new landscape planting and buffers
within the northern part the parcel.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to within
the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to Landscape
Character Area B1: Peacehaven, Newhaven, Seaford and Saltdean Downland.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.
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Newhaven

Tab2éLandscape Sensitivity Assessment for Newhaven

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative
photograph

Ne wh a\we n

Northern extent: South Downs National Park and woodland.

Eastern extent: River Ouse.

Southern extent: The settlement boundary of Newhaven and woodland blocks.
Western extent: South Downs National Park and woodland.

Noting that this parcel includes two LAA sites: 15NH and 16NH.

Character description

The parcel is a gently undulating area of land. The parcel comprises a country park, which is also
designated as a local wildlife site. There is notable public access across the parcel and vegetation
cover.

The parcel is covered by:

1T Natural Englandés National Character Area

9 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 19:
Lower Ouse Valley and Local Landscape Character Area 34: Newhaven.

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area E3: Newhaven
and Seaford Ouse Catchment.

Landscape Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape
Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology

The parcel gently undulates between approximately +1m AOD to +9m AOD |5/5
and is characterised by marsh and minor watercourses. Several areas
across the northern, southern and eastern parcel boundaries and a section
in the central part, lie within flood zones 2 and 3. This is an area of complex
landform and hydrology and therefore a very high susceptibility.

Landcover

The landcover comprises notable vegetation cover, including woodland 5/5
identified within the National Forest Inventory, marshland identified in the
Priority Habitats Inventory and the whole parcel comprising a local wildlife
site, such that susceptibility is very high.
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Land Use, Scale and The land use comprises a country park, with evidence of rewilding and a 5/5
Pattern strong landscape structure. The susceptibility is considered to be very high.
Settlement and Identity The parcel is located in a built-up area but is disconnected in parts due to 3/5
intervening mature vegetation. There is some connectivity to the residential
areas of Seaford and Newhaven and the adjacent large-scale energy
building across the River Ouse, such that susceptibility is medium.
Condition The condition appears to be fair with evidence of positive management but | 3/5
areas of overgrown bramble and scrub.
B. Landscape 21/25
Susceptibility Total
C. Landscape Value
Designations The parcel is designated as a local wildlife site. 3/5
Recreational The Newhaven Neighbourhood Plan (2019) identifies the parcel as formal 5/5
and informal open space, named Riverside Park and Lewes Road
Recreation Ground. There are a series of pathways across the parcel, both
desire lines and made tracks, and the Sussex Ouse Valley Way recreational
route lies along the eastern boundary, such that value is very high. The
Egrets Way passes through the parcel to Piddinghoe.
Cultural Heritage and There is no notable evidence of cultural heritage association or value, such | 1/5
Association that the landscape value is very low.
Functional (ecological and | The entirety of the parcel is identified within the Lewes District Open Space |5/5
green infrastructure) Strategy (2020) as natural and semi-natural greenspace. The Lewes District
Public Realm Framework (2013) identifies the western edge of the parcel as
an O6existing entry to the South Do
6gateways to the South Downs QNaEsti o
increases the functional value. The parcel also has functional value as part
of the gap between Newhaven and Piddinghoe.
Perception Remoteness and tranquillity are limited in some parts of the parcel due to 3/5
proximity to the densely residential area of Newhaven, noise from Lewes
Road and proximity to the large-scale energy facility across the River Ouse
to the east. However, there is some sense of tranquillity in parts of the
parcel that are more enclosed due to vegetation cover.
D. Landscape Value Total 17/25
E. Landscape Indicators of high landscape sensitivity include recreational access, the 38/50
Sensitivity Total (B+D) | functional value of the parcel, vegetation cover and complex landform and
hydrology. Indicators of low landscape sensitivity are limited to no notable
evidence of cultural heritage association or value.
Visual Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score

F. Visual Susceptibility
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General Visibility The parcel is highly visible due to surrounding higher land and forms an 5/5
important part of the view from the South Down National Park to the north
and west.

Skylines Due to the low landform of the parcel, it is not considered to lie on the 1/5
skyline.

Scenic Quality There is minimal movement on the parcel itself, although noting some in the | 3/5
immediate landscape including along Lewes Road, and influence from
surrounding development. The vegetation cover on and around the parcel
increases scenic quality.

Inter-visibility The screened ZTV (Figure D.4) shows that the majority of theoretical 5/5
visibility of development on the parcel is shown to the north and south,
screened somewhat by the existing settlement areas and including higher
land within the South Downs National Park to the north, east and west. The
extent of theoretical visibility for residential land use would be lower, as the
ZTV is based on the maximum employment development height. Fieldwork
demonstrated high levels of inter-visibility from rising areas of settlement
and landform away from the parcel.

Receptors Receptors include those using the country park across the parcel and other | 4/5
recreational users in the local landscape using the PRoW network and
recreational routes. Receptors are also residential, which increases
susceptibility to high.

G. Visual Susceptibility 18/25

Total

H. Visual Value

Designations The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating | 3/5
to views specifically. Field work demonstrated that there is inter-visibility with
the South Downs National Park, such that the parcel is considered to form
part of the visual setting.

Recognition and There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature 1/5

association and art, such that the visual value is very low.

Purpose of the view There is a strong sense of place afforded by the proximity to the South 5/5
Downs National Park and large-scale energy building to the east of the
parcel across the River Ouse.

I. Visual Value Total 9/15

J. Visual Sensitivity Indicators of high visual sensitivity include a strong sense of place, the 27/40

Total (G+I) parcel forming an important part of the view and high levels of inter-visibility
with the surrounding landscape. Indicators of low visual sensitivity include
that it is not located on the skyline and no apparent reference to the view in
published studies, literature and art.

K. Landscape 65/90

Sensitivity Total (E+J)
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L. Review and
Comments

Small-scale, medium-scale and large-scale residential and small-scale
and large-scale employment: The parcel is assessed as having a high-
medium sensitivity to these types of development. Upon reflection, this is
considered to be very high sensitivity due to factors including the ecological
value of the parcel as a designated local wildlife site and recreational value
as a country park. The parcel is very susceptible to change and the parcel is
unable to accommodate the relevant type of development without significant
adverse character change or adverse visual effects. The very high
sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion
in landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score,
summary analysis and
high-level guidance

It is not advised that development should come forwards on the parcel.
There are opportunities to manage any vegetation on the parcel that is in a
poorer condition and expand recreational opportunities where possible and
appropriate. The landscape strategy should enhance the parcel of land as a
gateway into the South Downs National Park.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area E3: Newhaven and Seaford Ouse Catchment.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of
development height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment would be required.

74/90
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Tab2BLandscape Sensitivity Assessment for Newhaven

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative
photograph

Ne wh awBen

Northern extent: Railway line and South Downs National Park.
Eastern extent: South Downs National Park.

Southern extent: Coastal margin land.

Western extent: Settlement boundary of Newhaven.

Due to the size of the parcel, large-scale residential and large-scale employment land uses are
not considered to be practical due to the location of the watercourse across the central part of the
parcel, therefore are not considered within the assessment.

Character description

The parcel is a gently undulating area of land. The parcel is designated as a local wildlife site and
comprises coastal scrub vegetation. There is a small-scale pattern across the parcel and a

watercourse which crosses through the central part.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natur al Engl andds National Character Area
i East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 21:

Firle Bishopstone Downs.

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area E3: Newhaven

and Seaford Ouse Catchment.

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
A. Landscape
Susceptibility
Landform and Hydrology | The parcel comprises gently undulating land, between approximately +1m AOD | 5/5
to +5m AOD. A watercourse passes through the central part of the parcel and this
lies within flood zones 2 and 3. The parcel comprises other smaller watercourses
and marshland across the majority of the northern and central parts, resulting in a
very high susceptibility.
Landcover The landcover comprises coastal vegetation, with pockets of scrub across the 4/5
parcel, notably in the southern part. The parcel lies within a local wildlife site and
AECOM
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marsh identified within the Priority Habitats Inventory, such that there is
considered to be species diversity.

Land Use, Scale and The parcel appears to be in low management and the pockets of scrub resultin a | 4/5
Pattern small-scale pattern. The eastern part of the parcel is in Grade 3 (Good to
Moderate) Agricultural quality and the western part is classed as Non-
Agricultural.
Settlement and Identity The parcel has a close relationship to Newhaven Port with large-scale industrial | 2/5
land uses and the settlement area of Seaford, which lowers the susceptibility.
Condition The parcel appears to be in a fair condition with some vegetation structure. 3/5
B. Landscape 18/25
Susceptibility Total
C. Landscape Value
Designations The parcel is located within a local wildlife site. 4/5
Recreational The Vanguard Way recreational route passes through the parcel. The England 3/5
Coast Path lies adjacent to the southern parcel boundary.
Cultural Heritage and There is no notable evidence of cultural heritage association or value, such that | 1/5
Association the landscape value is very low.
Functional (ecological and | The marshland vegetation identified within the Priority Habitats Inventory, 4/5
green infrastructure) presence of watercourses and local wildlife site designation indicate contribution
of the vegetation within the parcel to the functioning of natural and ecological
systems. The parcel also has functional value relating to the open coastal
landscape between Newhaven and Seaford.
Perception The parcel is perceived as the open coastal landscape between Newhaven and | 3/5
Seaford, which results in some sense of tranquillity and remoteness. However,
this is limited by the railway line adjacent to the northern boundary of the parcel
and nearby industrial land uses.
D. Landscape Value Total 15/25
E. Landscape Indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the functional value of the parcel |33/50
Sensitivity Total (B+D) |in terms of the open coastal landscape and contribution to the functioning of
natural and ecological systems. Indicators of low landscape sensitivity include the
close relationship to Newhaven Port with large-scale industrial land uses and the
settlement area of Seaford and no notable evidence of cultural heritage
association or value.
Visual Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
F. Visual Susceptibility
General Visibility The parcel forms part of highly visible land due to little enclosure and surrounding | 5/5

landform which rises away. The parcel also forms an important view from the
South Downs National Park as the open coastal landscape between Newhaven
and Seaford.
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Sensitivity Total (E+J)

Skylines Due to the low-lying nature of the parcel, it does not form part of the skyline. 1/5

Scenic Quality There is a moderate degree of influence from development, including movement | 3/5
from the local road network and industrial activities associated with Newhaven
Port in close proximity.

Inter-visibility The screened ZTV (Figure D.5) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of |5/5
development on the parcel is shown in all directions, screened somewhat by the
existing settlement areas and including higher land within the South Downs
National Park to the north and east. The extent of theoretical visibility for
residential land use would be lower, as the ZTV is based on the maximum
employment development height. Field work demonstrated that there is a high
inter-visibility with the surrounding landscape due to a lack of intervening
vegetation and built form and rising landform.

Receptors Receptors include residential on higher landform in the surrounding landscape, 5/5
as well as recreational receptors through the parcel and on coastal margin land
and along the England Coast Path immediately to the south of the parcel and
within the South Downs National Park. Receptors also include those working in
the industrial park to the west.

G. Visual Susceptibility 19/25

Total

H. Visual Value

Designations The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to 3/5
views specifically. Field work demonstrated that there is inter-visibility with the
South Downs National Park, such that the parcel is considered to form part of the
visual setting.

Recognition and There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and art, | 1/5

association such that the visual value is very low.

Purpose of the view There is a strong sense of place afforded by the proximity to the South Downs 5/5
National Park, Newhaven Port and longer distance views to Beachy Head,
therefore one may visit specifically for the view.

I. Visual Value Total 9/15

J. Visual Sensitivity Indicators of high visual sensitivity include a strong sense of place, inter-visibility | 28/40

Total (G+I) with the surrounding landscape and recreational receptors. Indicators of low
visual sensitivity include no apparent reference to the view in published studies,
literature and art and that the parcel does not form part of the skyline.

K. Landscape 61/90

L. Review and
Comments

Small-scale and medium-scale residential and small-scale employment: The
parcel is assessed as having a high-medium sensitivity to these types of
development. Upon reflection, this is considered to be very high sensitivity due to
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factors including the ecological value of the parcel as a designated local wildlife
site, hydrological conditions on the parcel and functional value as part of the open
coastal landscape. The parcel is very susceptible to change and the parcel is
unable to accommodate the relevant type of development without significant
adverse character change or adverse visual effects. The very high sensitivity to
change for the parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and
visual terms.

M. Final score,
summary analysis and
high-level guidance

It is not advised that development should come forwards on the parcel. There are
opportunities to manage any vegetation on the parcel that is in a poorer condition
and expand recreational opportunities where possible and appropriate. The green
and blue infrastructure should be protected and enhanced where possible.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area E3: Newhaven and Seaford Ouse Catchment.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

74/90
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Tab2@Landscape SensitiviNewhAasvseens sGnent f or

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative
photograph

Ne wh aven

Northern extent: Settlement boundary of Newhaven.

Eastern extent: Settlement boundary of Newhaven.

Southern extent: Coastal margin land and Castle Hill Local Wildlife Site and local nature reserve.
Western extent: Coastal margin land and local wildlife site.

Due to the size of the parcel, medium-scale and large-scale residential and small-scale and large-
scale employment land uses are not considered to be practical due, therefore are not considered
within the assessment.
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Character description

The parcel is a gently undulating area of land. The parcel comprises predominantly recreational
land use, including sports pitches and built form associated with sports facilities. The parcel has
vegetated boundaries.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natur al Engl andds National Character Area
i East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 34:
Newhaven.

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area B1:
Peacehaven, Newhaven, Seaford and Saltdean Downland.

Landscape Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape
Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology

The parcel gently undulates between approximately +2m AOD to +6m AOD. The |5/5
entirety of the parcel lies within flood zone 2 and 3, which increases susceptibility.

Landcover

The landcover comprises grassland with limited vegetation across the parcel due |3/5
to the recreational land use. The boundary of the parcel comprises some mature
vegetation, identified within the National Forest Inventory, and managed
hedgerow. The parcel lies adjacent to a local nature reserve and a local wildlife
site, which suggests some species diversity on the boundaries of the parcel.
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Land Use, Scale and The land use comprises recreational use including sports pitches, bowls, tennis 2/5
Pattern courts and a playground, as well as built form associated with sports facilities
including hardstanding.
Settlement and Identity The parcel lies adjacent to the settlement edge of Newhaven, with influence from | 1/5
residential development, including a high-rise building nearby, as well as from the
Marina and Newhaven Port, which involves the movement of ferries.
Condition The condition is considered to be very good with evidence of positive 5/5
management.
B. Landscape 16/25
Susceptibility Total
C. Landscape Value
Designations There are no landscape designations on the parcel. 1/5
Recreational The parcel is identified as outdoor sports facilities within the Lewes District Open | 5/5
Space Strategy (2020). The Newhaven Neighbourhood Plan (2019) identifies the
parcel as formal and informal open space, named Fort Road Recreation Ground.
Cultural Heritage and There is no notable evidence of cultural heritage association or value, such that 1/5
Association the landscape value is very low.
Functional (ecological and | Due to the surrounding ecological designations, the vegetation on the boundaries | 3/5
green infrastructure) of the parcel is considered to have a medium contribution to the functioning of the
natural and ecological systems. This includes the mature trees on the south-
western edge of the parcel which connects into the mature green infrastructure
network on rising land.
Perception The parcel is perceived as part of the residential edge of Newhaven. There is 2/5
limited remoteness and tranquillity, due to the existing recreational land use on
the parcel and adjacent Newhaven Port and settlement areas.
D. Landscape Value Total 12/25
E. Landscape Indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the recreational value of the parcel | 28/50
Sensitivity Total (B+D) | and location of the parcel within flood zones 2 and 3. Indicators of low landscape
sensitivity include the perception of the parcel as part of the residential edge of
Newhaven, no landscape designations and no notable evidence of cultural
heritage association or value.
Visual Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
F. Visual Susceptibility
General Visibility The parcel is visible due to the nature of the low-lying landform and rising 3/5
landform to the south associated with Castle Hill. Surrounding built form and
mature vegetation somewhat screens views in the longer distance. The parcel is
not considered to form an important part of the view.
Skylines Due to the low-lying nature of the parcel, it does not form part of the skyline. 1/5
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Scenic Quality There is a high influence from surrounding development, including the residential | 2/5
edge of Newhaven and Newhaven Port, which reduces the scenic quality.

Inter-visibility The screened ZTV (Figure D.6) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of | 3/5
development on the parcel is shown to the north and east, screened somewhat by
the existing settlement areas and including higher land within the South Downs
National Park to the north and east. The extent of theoretical visibility for
residential land use would be lower, as the ZTV is based on the maximum
employment development height. Field work demonstrated a medium inter-
visibility with the surrounding landscape, as some views are available from higher
landform but screened somewhat by intervening vegetation and built form in the
long-distance.

Receptors Receptors include those using the adjacent coastal margin land and recreational | 4/5
users within and adjacent to the parcel itself. Receptors also include residential
receptors on the edge of Newhaven, users of the local road network and those
working and visiting Newhaven Port.

G. Visual Susceptibility 13/25

Total

H. Visual Value

Designations The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to 3/5
views specifically. Field work demonstrated that there is inter-visibility with the
South Downs National Park in the long distance, such that the parcel is
considered to form part of the visual setting.

Recognition and There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and art, | 1/5

association such that the visual value is very low.

Purpose of the view There is a strong sense of place associated with Newhaven Port and views of 5/5
white cliffs near to the parcel.

I. Visual Value Total 9/15

J. Visual Sensitivity Indicators of high visual sensitivity include a strong sense of place associated with | 22/40

Total (G+I) Newhaven Marina and views of white cliffs and residential and recreational visual
receptors. Indicators of low visual sensitivity include no apparent reference to the
view in published studies, literature and art and a high influence from surrounding
development.

K. Landscape 50/90

Sensitivity Total (E+J)

L. Review and
Comments

Small-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having a medium sensitivity
to small-scale residential development. Upon reflection, this is considered to be
high-medium sensitivity due to factors including the existing recreational uses
across the parcel and hydrological sensitivities. The parcel is unlikely to be able to
accommodate the relevant type of development overall or only in limited
situations, without significant adverse character change or adverse visual effects.
The high-medium sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered an appropriate
conclusion in landscape and visual terms.
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M. Final score,
summary analysis and
high-level guidance

Any new development would be small-scale and located adjacent to Court Farm
Road. It would need to be consistent with the scale and size of massing in the
adjacent residential area. The complex hydrology of the parcel would need to be
considered and retain and enhance the mature vegetated boundaries, notably
along the south-western edge where mature trees link into the wider green
infrastructure network. The mature vegetation and ecological designations outside
of the parcel should also be respected and their boundaries enhanced where
possible.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area B1: Peacehaven, Newhaven, Seaford and Saltdean
Downland.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

60/90
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Tab2@Landscape Sensitivity Assessment for Newhaven

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative
photograph

Ne wh a\we n

Northern extent: Differing landform (which is also the boundary to the adjacent Landscape

Character Area).

Eastern extent: South Downs National Park.

Southern extent: The settlement boundary of Newhaven.
Western extent: South Downs National Park.

Noting that this parcel includes one LAA site: 28NH.

Due to the size of the parcel, large-scale residential and large-scale employment land uses are
not considered to be practical due to the location of existing residential land uses across the
central part of the parcel, therefore are not considered within the assessment.

Character description

The parcel is an undulating area of land, with a notably steep section of land in the southern part
of the parcel which is highly visible in the surrounding area. The parcel comprises a variety of
land uses, including an industrial estate, holiday park, recreational playing field and equestrian

grazing land. There is mature vegetation cover, notably along the A26.

The parcel is covered by:
T Natur al Engl anddéds National Character

Ar ea

i East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 21:

Firle Bishopstone Downs and Local Landscape Character Area 34: Newhaven.

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area E4: South

Heighton Ouse Catchment.

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
A. Landscape
Susceptibility
Landform and Hydrology | The parcel is undulating, including land at approximately +9m AOD in the northern 5/5
part of the parcel rising to +34m AOD in the south-eastern part. There are various
hydrological features, including ponds within the eastern and northern parts and small
watercourses. The northern part of the parcel lies within flood zones 2 and 3. The
steep slope of Heighton Road is also noted as a key positive characteristic within the
South Heighton Conservation Area Appraisal, which increases susceptibility.
AECOM
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Landcover Land cover comprises grassland and areas of hardstanding in the northern part of the |2/5
parcel associated with the industrial estate and holiday park. The vegetation cover is
varied, including woodland, mature trees, pockets of scrub and hedgerow. The parcel
also lies adjacent to woodland identified within the National Forest Inventory and
marshland within the Priority Habitats Inventory, which suggests some species
diversity on the parcel boundaries.

Land Use, Scale and The land use is varied, including a large industrial estate and holiday park in the 2/5

Pattern northern part, a recreational playing field and equestrian grazing. The northern and
eastern parts of the parcel comprises Grade 3 (Good to Moderate) Agricultural land
and the western part comprises Grade 4 (Poor Quality) Agricultural land.

Settlement and Identity The parcel lies within an area with human influence and activity and lies adjacent to 2/5
the settlement boundary, such that susceptibility is low. Employment land use is
considered to be the same susceptibility due to the context of the industrial estate
within the parcel.

Condition The condition of vegetation within the parcel is considered to be good, with new tree | 4/5
planting near to the recreational playing field observed during field work.

B. Landscape 15/25

Susceptibility Total

C. Landscape Value

Designations The majority of the parcel is contained within the South Heighton Conservation Area, |4/5
which increases the landscape value to high. The South Heighton Conservation Area
Appraisal also notes the presence of trees and open space within the parcel, which
protects the semi-rural character of the conservation area.

Recreational The playing fields within the central part of the parcel are identified within the Lewes 4/5
District Open Space Strategy (2020). There are also several other areas in the parcel
identified, including amenity greenspace and an allotment in the northern part. CRowW
Access Land and a recreational route lie adjacent to the parcel.

Cultural Heritage and The majority of the parcel is contained within the South Heighton Conservation Area, | 3/5

Association resulting in evidence of cultural or association value.

Functional (ecological and | The parcel is considered to have a contribution to the functioning of the natural and 4/5

green infrastructure) ecological systems, including adjacent marshland and woodland. The parcel has
functional value as the approach to Newhaven along the A26, including a strong
mature tree network adjacent to the A26 which screens some of the existing built form
on and adjacent to the parcel.

Perception The parcel is perceived as being part of the settlement edge of Newhaven. There is 2/5
limited remoteness and tranquillity due to the existing built form on the parcel,
movement and noise associated with the adjacent A26 and connectivity to Newhaven
Port and large-scale energy building. Noting there is also some connectivity with the
South Downs National Park through gaps in mature boundary vegetation.

D. Landscape Value Total 17/25

E. Landscape Indicators of high landscape sensitivity include recreational value on the playing fields, |32/50

Sensitivity Total (B+D) |the hydrology and landform of the parcel and condition of existing vegetation.
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Indicators of low landscape sensitivity include the presence of the existing industrial
estate and the human influence and activity.

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The land has a varied degree of visibility, due to mature vegetation particularly along
the A26. However, the rising landform in the southern part of the parcel is highly
visible and forms an important part of the view on the approach from the north and in
the South Downs National Park as equestrian grazing land.

5/5

Skylines

The landform continues to rise to the north, east and south of the parcel, such that it
does not form the skyline.

1/5

Scenic Quality

The South Heighton Conservation Area Appraisal notes the dominance of trees and
hedges from views into the parcel which increases susceptibility. The mature wooded
edges increase scenic quality, however there are detracting features including the
industrial estate, but this is generally well enclosed by mature vegetation. There is
also movement along the A26.

3/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.7) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of
development on the parcel is shown in all directions, screened somewhat by the
existing settlement areas and including higher land within the South Downs National
Park in all directions. The extent of theoretical visibility for residential land use would
be lower, as the ZTV is based on the maximum employment development height.
Field work demonstrated that there is a moderate contribution to the wider landscape
in terms of inter-visibility. The majority of the parcel is well enclosed due to mature
vegetation on the boundaries, with glimpsed views through. The southern part of the
parcel increases the susceptibility to high.

4/5

Receptors

Receptors also include those using the adjacent CRoW Access Land and a
recreational route, recreational users both within the parcel and outside along the local
PRoW network, the local road network and also residential users within and outside of
the parcel.

4/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

17/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to views
specifically. Field work demonstrated that there is inter-visibility with the South Downs
National Park, such that the parcel is considered to form part of the visual setting.

3/5

Recognition and
association

The South Heighton Conservation Area Appraisal notes the importance of views into
the surrounding countryside and National Park.

3/5

Purpose of the view

There is some sense of place due to proximity to the rising land within the South
Downs National Park however not visited specifically for the view due to the general
containment of mature vegetation.

3/5

I. Visual Value Total

9/15
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J. Visual Sensitivity
Total (G+l)

Indicators of high visual sensitivity include the highly visible southern part of the parcel
which forms an important part of the view and recreational and residential receptors.
There are no indicators of low visual sensitivity.

26/40

K. Landscape
Sensitivity Total (E+J)

58/90

L. Review and
Comments

Small-scale and medium-scale residential and small-scale employment: The
parcel is assessed as having a medium sensitivity to these types of development.
Upon reflection, this is considered to be high-medium sensitivity due to factors
including the landform and hydrological features. The parcel is unlikely to be able to
accommodate the relevant type of development overall or only in limited situations,
without significant adverse character change or adverse visual effects. The high-
medium sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion in
landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score,
summary analysis and
high-level guidance

Any new development should respect the current settlement pattern of South
Heighton. Development should be avoided within the central and southern parts of the
parcel due to the rising landform, which forms an important part of the views from the
South Downs National Park and approach to Newhaven along the A26, designation as
a conservation area and recreational playing field. Reducing the scale of development
to smaller scale and lower densities towards the edges of any new development would
ensure a more sympathetic transition in scale to the wider landscape. Employment
development should consider offsets to residential amenity and low height massing
where possible. The development should form an appropriate transition to the wider
landscape.

The hydrological features within the northern part of the parcel should be considered.
The green and blue infrastructure within the parcel should be conserved and
enhanced where possible, notably the mature tree network adjacent to the A26. There
are also opportunities to enhance the recreational access across the parcel.

Any development should respect views from the South Heighton Conservation Area
into the wider rural landscape. Protection of presence of trees and open space within
the parcel, which protects the semi-rural character of the conservation area.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to within the
Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to Landscape
Character Area E4: South Heighton Ouse Catchment.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development height,
area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be required.

60/90
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TabB8@Landscape Sknsedssmenty for Newhaven E

Baseline Narrative

Site Location Newh a\Een
Representative
photograph Northern extent: Woodland, landform and settlement boundary of Newhaven.

Eastern extent: South Downs National Park.
Southern extent: South Downs National Park.
Western extent: Woodland, landform and the settlement boundary of Newhaven.

Noting that this parcel includes three LAA sites: 28NH, 27NH and 50NH.

Due to the size of the parcel, medium-scale and large-scale residential and small-scale and large-
scale employment land uses are not considered to be practical due to the existing residential built

form across the central part of the parcel, therefore are not considered within the assessment.

Character description The parcel is a steeply sloping area of land, which continues to rise to the eastern edge of the
parcel. The parcel comprises equestrian grazing land, as well as an area of mature woodland
vegetation. There are three PRoW which cross the parcel.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natural Engl andds National Character Area

i East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 21:
Firle Bishopstone Downs and Local Landscape Character Area 34: Newhaven.

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area B1:
Peacehaven, Newhaven, Seaford and Saltdean Downland.

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape

Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology | The landform is steeply sloping, rising from approximately +34m AQOD in the 4/5
western part of the parcel to +70m AOD in the central part of the parcel. There do
not appear to be any hydrological features on the parcel.

Landcover The landcover within the parcel comprises grassland. The eastern part of the 5/5

parcel contains areas of mature individual trees and scrubland, whereas the
western part contains woodland and notable vegetation cover. The parcel also
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connects into and contains woodland identified within the National Forest
Inventory and Priority Habitats Inventory, which suggests species diversity.

Land Use, Scale and The landscape pattern is typically small-scale, with equestrian grazing on the 4/5
Pattern eastern edge and agricultural use within the central part. The western part is
largely woodland with low management. The eastern part of the parcel comprises
Grade 3 (Good to Moderate) agricultural land and the western part is classified as
urban. The susceptibility is considered to be high due to the strong landscape
structure.
Settlement and Identity The parcel lies on the edge of a dense residential area with human influence and |2/5
activity.
Condition The condition is considered to be fair due to some degraded hedgerow in part. 3/5
B. Landscape 18/25
Susceptibility Total
C. Landscape Value
Designations There are no landscape designations on the parcel itself. 1/5
Recreational There are three PRoW that cross the parcel and connect into the South Downs 4/5
National Park.
Cultural Heritage and There is no notable evidence of cultural heritage association or value, such that 1/5
Association the landscape value is very low.
Functional (ecological and | The Lewes District Public Realm Framework (2013) identifies the edge of the 5/5
green infrastructure) parcel adjacent to Fairhol me Road as
Nati onal Parkd and describes it as 6¢d
are under promotedd this increases the functional value. The vegetation on and
around the parcel also contributes to the functioning of the natural and ecological
systems.
Perception The parcel has connectivity with the settlement edge but also the wider, rising 3/5
landform of the South Downs National Park. There is some sense of tranquillity,
but remoteness is limited due to the sense of the adjacent dense settlement area.
The scenic quality is increased by the woodland cover.
D. Landscape Value Total | Indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the functional value of the parcel 14/25
as a gateway into the South Downs National Park and recreational access across
the parcel. Indicators of low landscape sensitivity include no notable evidence of
cultural heritage association or value and that the parcel lies on the edge of a
dense residential area with human influence and activity.
E. Landscape 32/50
Sensitivity Total (B+D)
Visual Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score

F. Visual Susceptibility
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General Visibility

The western and central parts of the parcel are fairly enclosed due to vegetation
cover. The eastern part of the parcel is highly visible and forms an important part
of the view as the land rises towards the South Downs National Park. From the
south, the parcel has some softening of existing vegetation and appears attached
to the settlement edge due to existing built form on the eastern part of the parcel,
rather than the wider landscape.

4/5

Skylines

Due to the rising land surrounding the parcel, it is not considered to form part of
the skyline.

1/5

Scenic Quality

This is varied as there are views towards the rolling, rural landscape of the South
Downs National Park but also views of lower landform comprising the surrounding
residential edges and industrial port of Newhaven.

3/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.8) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of
development on the parcel is shown in all directions, screened somewhat by the
existing settlement areas and including higher land within the South Downs
National Park in all directions. The extent of theoretical visibility for residential
land use would be lower, as the ZTV is based on the maximum employment
development height. Field work demonstrated that there is a high degree of inter-
visibility with the surrounding landscape, notably within the eastern part of the
parcel due to a lack of screening features. The western part of the parcel has less
inter-visibility due to containment from mature vegetation.

4/5

Receptors

Receptors include a considerable amount of recreational and residential receptors
in the surrounding landscape as the parcel is located on rising land. This includes
receptors within the South Downs National Park.

5/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

17/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to
views specifically. Field work demonstrated that there is inter-visibility with the
South Downs National Park, such that the parcel is considered to form part of the
visual setting.

3/5

Recognition and
association

There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and art,
such that the visual value is very low.

1/5

Purpose of the view

There is a strong sense of place afforded by the proximity to the South Downs
National Park, views to the coastline and distant views to Beachy Head.

5/5

I. Visual Value Total

9/15

J. Visual Sensitivity
Total (G+I)

Indicators of high visual sensitivity include the strong sense of place and
recreational and residential receptors in the local landscape. Indicators of low
visual sensitivity include no apparent reference to the view in published studies,
literature and art and that the parcel is not considered to form part of the skyline.

26/40

K. Landscape
Sensitivity Total (E+J)

58/90
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L. Review and
Comments

Small-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having a medium sensitivity
to these types of development. Upon reflection, the sensitivity is increased to
high-medium sensitivity as vegetation in the western part of the parcel does not
allow development, the various PRoW and as the parcel forms a gateway into the
South Downs National Park. The parcel is unlikely to be able to accommodate the
relevant type of development overall or only in limited situations, without
significant adverse character change or adverse visual effects. The high-medium
sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion in
landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score,
summary analysis and
high-level guidance

Any new development should respect and align adjacent to the existing
settlement pattern of Newhaven. Development should avoid the mature
vegetation within the western part of the parcel and existing land uses within the
central part. Any development in the western part of the parcel should respect the
existing field pattern and retain mature vegetation. Reducing the scale of
development to smaller scale and lower densities towards the eastern part of the
parcel would ensure a more sympathetic transition in scale to the wider
landscape.

There is an opportunity to enhance the eastern edge of the parcel with new
landscape planting, adjacent to the South Downs National Park. The landscape
strategy should enhance the parcel of land as a gateway into the South Downs
National Park. Any degradation to existing vegetation networks should be
improved where possible. The various hydrological and landform changes within
the parcel should be considered. The route of the PRoW through the parcel
should be enhanced where possible and further recreational access provided into
the surrounding National Park.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area B1: Peacehaven, Newhaven, Seaford and Saltdean
Downland.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

60/90
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TabB8&Landscape Sensitivity Assessment for Newhaven F

Baseline Narrative

Site Location Newha¥en
Representative
photograph Northern extent: South Downs National Park.

Eastern extent: Woodland and CRoW Access Land.

Southern extent: Differing landform (which is also the boundary to the adjacent Landscape
Character Area).

Western extent: South Downs National Park.

Due to the size of the parcel, large-scale residential and large-scale employment land uses are
not considered to be practical due to the location of the cliffs across the central part of the parcel,
therefore are not considered within the assessment.

T

Character description The parcel is a varied landform, including a rising cliff edge in the eastern part of the parcel and a
flatter area in the western part. The parcel comprises agricultural land, which is also designated
as a local geological site. There is no public access across the parcel.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natur al Engl andds National Character Area

i East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 21:
Firle Bishopstone Downs and Local Landscape Character Area 34: Newhaven.

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area B1:
Peacehaven, Newhaven, Seaford and Saltdean Downland.

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
A. Landscape
Susceptibility
Landform and Hydrology | The parcel comprises a complex landform, including a flatter area at 5/5
approximately +20m to +30m AOD in the eastern part and sloping down to +9m
AOD in the southern part. The western part comprises a chalk cliff edge, forming
the boundary of a former quarry, which rises steeply to +37m AOD in the central
part of the parcel. The edges of the parcel just lie in flood zones 2 and 3.
Landcover The landcover comprises grassland, as well as mature tree vegetation and 3/5
scrubland on the boundaries of the parcel, including adjacent to the A26 and
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within the southern part of the parcel. The parcel lies adjacent to vegetation
identified within the Priority Habitats Inventory and National Forest Inventory,
which suggests species diversity on the boundaries of the parcel.

Land Use, Scale and The land use contains some agricultural use and other parts appear to be in low | 3/5
Pattern management. There is a weak landscape structure. The western part of the
parcel lies within Grade 4 (Poor Quality) agricultural land and the eastern part
within Grade 3 (Good to Moderate) agricultural land.
Settlement and Identity The parcel is detached from the wider settlement areas due to landform and 4/5
mature vegetation cover. The higher parts of the parcel have some relationship
to the adjacent holiday park, overall resulting in a high susceptibility.
Employment development is considered to have the same susceptibility due to
surrounding industrial and farmstead land uses.
Condition The condition of the parcel appeared to be fair, with some degradation to 3/5
vegetation.
B. Landscape 18/25
Susceptibility Total
C. Landscape Value
Designations The central part of the parcel is designated as a local geological site. 4/5
Recreational CRoW Access Land lies adjacent to the parcel, however there is no public 1/5
access onto the parcel itself.
Cultural Heritage and There is no notable evidence of cultural heritage association or value, such that | 1/5
Association the landscape value is very low.
Functional (ecological and | The parcel has functional value as a key feature on the approach to Newhaven |5/5
green infrastructure) along the A26 characterised by the chalk cliffs. The landform and mature
vegetation within and surrounding the parcel also largely screen the existing
settlement area on the approach. The parcel also contributes to the functioning
of the natural and ecological systems associated with the adjacent Priority
Habitats Inventory and National Forest Inventory vegetation.
Perception Tranquillity and remoteness are limited due to the proximity to the A26, in terms | 2/5
of both movement and road noise.
D. Landscape Value Total 13/25
E. Landscape Indicators of high landscape sensitivity include that the parcel is designated as a | 31/50
Sensitivity Total (B+D) |local geological site, the functional value of the parcel on the approach to
Newhaven along the A26 as distinctive white chalk cliffs and the complex
landform. Indicators of low landscape sensitivity include no notable evidence of
cultural heritage association or value and no public access onto the parcel itself.
Visual Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score

F. Visual Susceptibility
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General Visibility

The western and southern parts of the parcel, on relatively lower ground, have
limited visibility due to enclosure by mature vegetation cover adjacent to the A26,
with one gap through, and also surrounding existing built form and landform. The
eastern part of the parcel, on top of the cliff edge, is highly visible land on the
approach to Newhaven and from the South Downs National Park, which results
in a very high susceptibility.

5/5

Skylines

Despite the landform rising further to the north and east, the parcel forms a
localised skyline due to a high point of +37m AOD in the central part on top of
the cliff edge. The white cliff edge is an important landmark feature.

5/5

Scenic Quality

There is some movement afforded by the A26 and wider land uses, however
noting separation from the parcel due to mature vegetation. There is a moderate
influence from development in the wider landscape. Scenic quality is increased
by the white chalk cliffs and mature vegetation edges.

3/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.9) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of
development on the parcel is shown in all directions, screened somewhat by the
existing settlement areas and including higher land within the South Downs
National Park in all directions. The extent of theoretical visibility for residential
land use would be lower, as the ZTV is based on the maximum employment
development height. Field work demonstrated that there is a very high
contribution of the higher, eastern part of the parcel in the wider landscape. This
is less so for the western and southern parts of the parcel.

5/5

Receptors

Receptors include those using the local road network and recreational users of
the local PRoW network, including those within the South Downs National Park.
Receptors may also include those in the adjacent holiday park and residential
receptors in scattered development to the west of the parcel. Receptors also
include those using the adjacent CRoW Access Land.

4/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

22/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to
views specifically. Field work demonstrated that there is inter-visibility with the
South Downs National Park, such that the parcel is considered to form part of
the visual setting.

3/5

Recognition and
association

The South Heighton Conservation Area Appraisal notes the importance of views
into the surrounding countryside and National Park.

3/5

Purpose of the view

There is a strong sense of place afforded by the proximity to the South Downs
National Park and white cliff edge on the parcel.

4/5

I. Visual Value Total

10/15

J. Visual Sensitivity
Total (G+I)

Indicators of high visual sensitivity include the strong sense of place and inter-
visibility of the eastern part of the parcel with the surrounding landscape.
Indicators of low visual sensitivity include little recognition and association
relating to the view.

32/40
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K. Landscape
Sensitivity Total (E+J)

63/90

L. Review and
Comments

Small-scale and medium-scale residential and small-scale employment:
The parcel is assessed as having a high-medium sensitivity to these types of
development. Upon reflection, this is considered to be very high sensitivity as
any development on the higher part of the parcel on the cliff edge would be
highly visible and detract from the distinctive white cliff edge on the approach to
Newhaven. Any development on the lower parts of the parcel would require
vegetation removal, which is again distinctive on the approach to Newhaven
along the A26 and is currently detached from settlement areas. The parcel is
very susceptible to change, and the parcel is unable to accommodate the
relevant type of development without significant adverse character change or
adverse visual effects. The very high sensitivity to change for the parcel is
considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score,
summary analysis and
high-level guidance

It is not advised that development should come forwards on the parcel. There
are opportunities to manage any vegetation on the parcel that is in a poorer

condition and expand recreational opportunities where possible and appropriate.

The landscape strategy should enhance the parcel of land in respect of the
South Downs National Park and distinctive white cliff edge.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area B1: Peacehaven, Newhaven, Seaford and Saltdean
Downland.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

74/90
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Peacehaven and Tel scombe CIl i ffs

TabB82Landscape SensitiviReya cAeshsaevsestrmeanntd fToerl scombe Cl

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative
photograph

Peacehaven and Tel scombe Cliffs A

Northern extent: Fields within the South Downs National Park.

Eastern extent: Sewage treatment works, fields within the South Downs National Park and part of
Peacehaven settlement boundary.

Southern extent: The settlement boundary of Peacehaven.

Western extent: The settlement boundary of Peacehaven.

Noting that this parcel includes two LAA sites: 72PT and 77PT.

Character description

The parcel consists of a variety of sized field enclosures, between small-scale and large-scale.
The field boundaries are unvegetated in part. The parcel contains part of a larger recreational
park, including sports facilities and a community orchard, as well as arable agricultural land.

The parcel is covered by:

T NaturalEngl andés National Character Area 125:

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 18:
Falmer i Telscombe Downs

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area B1:
Peacehaven, Newhaven, Seaford and Saltdean Downland

Landscape Sensitivity | Assessment Narrative Score
A. Landscape

Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology | The parcel is undulating, between approximately +56m AOD in the north- 3/5

western corner to +39m AOD in the south-western and south-eastern parcel
corners. The parcel rises from recent residential development immediately to the
west. There are no notable hydrological features.

Landcover

The landcover comprises grassland within minimal vegetation cover along field | 3/5
boundaries. There is relatively more vegetation in the southern part of the
parcel, including new tree planting adjacent to recent residential development in
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the western part of the parcel and a community orchard which increases the
susceptibility.

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The land use is varied, including part of a larger recreational park, including
sports facilities with pitches, a playground and a community orchard. The parcel
also contains arable agricultural land within large-scale, open fields. The parcel
comprises Grade 2 (Very Good) agricultural land within the majority of the
parcel, as well as a small part of Grade 3 (Good to Moderate) agricultural land
within the eastern part of the parcel. Overall, there is a medium susceptibility.

3/5

Settlement and Identity

The parcel is located adjacent to a built-up area with human influence and
activity both within and adjacent. Employment development would be less
consistent with the existing settlement scale and pattern, noting the large-scale
water treatment works in close proximity but due to the sunken nature this is not
read as part of the immediate context.

Small-scale,
medium-scale
and large-scale
residential: 2/5

Small-scale
and large-scale
employment:
4/5

Condition

The condition of the vegetation that is present is considered to be good.

4/5

B. Landscape
Susceptibility Total

Small-scale,
medium-scale
and large-scale

residential:
15/25
Small-scale
and large-scale
employment:
17/25
C. Landscape Value
Designations There are no landscape designations present on the parcel. 1/5
Recreational The southern part of the parcel is identified within the Lewes District Open 5/5
Space Strategy (2020) as parks and gardens and also provision for children and
young people. The southern part of the parcel is also identified as a public park
or garden with play space and as a protected green space within the draft
Peacehaven Neighbourhood Plan (2023). There are several PRoW which cross
the parcel into the South Downs National Park.
Cultural Heritage and There is no notable evidence of cultural heritage association or value, such that | 1/5
Association the landscape value is very low.
Functional (ecological and | The Lewes District Public Realm Framework (2013) identifies the eastern and 5/5
green infrastructure) northernedgesof t he parcel as an Oexisting
Parkdé and describes it as 6égateways
promotedd this increases the functional value. The orchard on the parcel also
has functional value.
AECOM
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Perception The parcel is perceived as part of the residential edge due to the surrounding 3/5
land use in close proximity and landform at a similar topography to this land use.
There is some sense of tranquillity within the north-eastern part of the parcel
due to a connection to the surrounding rolling landscape of the South Downs
National Park and some separation from the settlement edge.
D. Landscape Value Total 15/25
E. Landscape Indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the functional value of the parcel | Small-scale,
Sensitivity Total (B+D) |as a gateway to the South Downs National Park and recreational access and medium-scale
facilities. Indicators of low landscape sensitivity include no notable evidence of |and large-
cultural heritage association or value. scale
residential:
30/50
Small-scale
and large-
scale

employment:
32/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The parcel is highly visible and is an important part of the view from the South
Downs National Park as a gap between the boundary of the National Park and
the settlement edge. This is due to a lack of boundary vegetation within the
large-scale fields of the parcel in the east.

5/5

Skylines

The parcel is not considered to form part of the skyline as the landform rises
further from the parcel.

1/5

Scenic Quality

Due to the connectivity with the settlement edge, there a high influence from
development and movement associated with this land use. There is some
scenic quality associated with the wider rolling landform of the South Downs
National Park, resulting in a medium susceptibility.

3/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.10) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility
of development on the parcel is shown to the east and west, screened
somewhat by the existing settlement areas and including higher land within the
South Downs National Park in all directions and within the High Weald Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty to the north at a considerable distance. The extent
of theoretical visibility for residential land use would be lower, as the ZTV is
based on the maximum employment development height. Field work
demonstrated that the landform further to the north-east of the parcel restricts
longer distance views in this direction. Inter-visibility is also screened somewhat
by the settlement edge to the west and south, resulting in a moderate
contribution to the wider landscape.

3/5

Receptors

Receptors would include those using the local PRoW network, within the parcel
and the South Downs National Park in close proximity, and also those using
recreational facilities. Receptors would also include residential on the settlement
edge of Peacehaven.

4/5
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G. Visual Susceptibility 16/25
Total
H. Visual Value
Designations The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to 3/5
views specifically. Field work demonstrated that there is inter-visibility with the
South Downs National Park, such that the parcel is considered to form part of
the visual setting.
Recognition and There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and 1/5
association art, such that the visual value is very low.
Purpose of the view There is a strong sense of place afforded by the proximity to the South Downs 4/5
National Park and the adjacent water treatment works with a green roof. The
parcel may be visited for the view.
I. Visual Value Total 8/15
J. Visual Sensitivity Indicators of high visual sensitivity include a strong sense of place, surrounding | 24/40
Total (G+I) residential and recreational receptors and the parcel forming an important gap in
views between the edge of the South Downs National Park and settlement edge
of Peacehaven. Indicators of low visual sensitivity include no apparent reference
to the view in published studies, literature and art and that the parcel is not
considered to form part of the skyline.
K. Landscape Small-scale,
Sensitivity Total (E+J) medium-scale
and large-
scale
residential:
54/90
Small-scale
and large-
scale
employment:
56/90

L. Review and
Comments

Small-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having a medium sensitivity
to small-scale residential development. The parcel may have some potential to
accommodate the relevant type of development in some defined situations
without significant adverse landscape or visual effects. The medium sensitivity
to change for the parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape
and visual terms.

Medium-scale and large-scale residential and small-scale and large-scale
employment: The parcel is assessed as having a medium sensitivity to these
types of development. Upon reflection, this is considered to be very high
sensitivity due to the recreational value within the southern part of the parcel
which should not be developed upon and the remainder of the parcel forming an
important gap between the settlement edge of Peacehaven and the South
Downs National Park to the east and north. The parcel is very susceptible to
change and the parcel is unable to accommodate the relevant type of
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development without significant adverse character change or adverse visual
effects. The very high sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered an
appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score,
summary analysis and
high-level guidance

Development should be avoided in the southern part of the parcel as this has
recreational value and the orchard has value also. Development should be
avoided in the central and eastern parts of the northern part of the parcel as any
development on this rising landform would have a high connection with the
South Downs National Park and would dimmish the existing gap between the
National Park and Peacehaven settlement edge.

There are opportunities within the southern and eastern parts of the parcel to
improve recreational access, open space and the green infrastructure network
to connect into the South Downs National Park. This could include a new
landscaped buffer but acknowledging that views out towards the South Downs
National Park are important from within the parkland. The landscape strategy
should enhance the parcel of land as a gateway into the South Downs National
Park.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area B1: Peacehaven, Newhaven, Seaford and Saltdean
Downland.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

Small-scale,
residential:
54/90

Medium-scale
and large-
scale
residential
and small-
scale and
large-scale
employment:
74/90
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TabB88&8Landscape Sensitivity Assessment for Peacehaven

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative
photograph

Peacehaven and TeB scombe Cliffs

Northern extent: Woodland blocks, South Downs National Park and the settlement boundary of
Newhaven.

Eastern extent: The settlement boundary and edge of Newhaven.

Southern extent: The coastline, coastal margin land, a holiday park, local geological site and Site
of Special Scientific Interest.

Western extent: The settlement boundary of Peacehaven and a holiday park.

Due to the existing residential development within the central parts of the parcel, large-scale
residential and large-scale employment land uses are not considered to be practical, therefore
are not considered within the assessment.

Noting that this parcel includes nine LAA sites: 67PT, 71PT, 33PT, 30PT, 74PT, 63NH, 70NH,
41NH and 17NH.

>

Character description

The parcel covers an undulating area of land which comprises grassland and dense shrubs,
woodland and coastal vegetation. The parcel contains pockets of agricultural land, but the
majority is in low management with a high landscape structure.

The parcel is covered by:

1 Natural En g | aNmaftiofas Character Area 125: South Downs

i East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 18:
Falmer i Telscombe Downs and 28: Saltdean - Peacehaven

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area B1:
Peacehaven, Newhaven, Seaford and Saltdean Downland

Landscape Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape
Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology

The parcel comprises an undulating landform from approximately +23m AOD in 4/5
the south-eastern corner to +87m AOD in the central part of the parcel, which is a
distinctive landform. There are no notable hydrological features within the parcel.
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Landcover

The landcover comprises grassland, including large areas of semi-improved
grassland identified within the Priority Habitats Inventory. The central and northern
parts of the parcel comprise dense shrubs and trees and the southern part
comprises coastal vegetation. The parcel comprises large areas of woodland
identified within the National Forest Inventory. The parcel lies partly within a local
wildlife site and adjacent to a SSSI, which suggest species diversity. Overall, there
is a high susceptibility.

4/5

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The north-western part of the parcel is Grade 3 (Good to Moderate) agricultural
and the remainder is not classified. The land use is varied across the parcel,
including pockets of agricultural land, but the majority is in low management with a
high landscape structure resulting in a high landscape susceptibility.

4/5

Settlement and Identity

The parcel lies adjacent to the built-up area of Peacehaven to the west and
Newhaven to the east, including tall buildings and associated infrastructure such
as a communications mast. It should be noted that there is some detachment due
to mature intervening vegetation. The parcel contributes to the separate identity of
settlements, with dispersed and isolated pockets of development within the parcel,
at a lower density than the surrounding settlements.

5/5

Condition

The condition of the vegetation within the parcel is considered to be good.

4/5

B. Landscape
Susceptibility Total

21/25

C. Landscape Value

Designations

There are TPOs within the eastern part of the parcel and part of the parcel is
designated as a local wildlife site.

3/5

Recreational

The eastern part of the parcel, south of the A259, is identified within the
Newhaven Neighbourhood Plan (2019) as local green space. The National Cycle
Network and several PRoW cross through the parcel, such that value is high.

4/5

Cultural Heritage and
Association

There is a Scheduled Monument designated in the southern part of the parcel,
resulting in evidence of cultural or association value.

3/5

Functional (ecological and
green infrastructure)

The north-eastern and southern parts of the parcel are identified as natural and
semi-natural greenspace and part of the eastern edge is identified as amenity
greenspace within the Lewes District Open Space Strategy (2020). The Lewes
District Public Realm Framework (2013) identifies the two points in the northern
part and another along the south-e ast ern edge of the pa
to the South Downs National Parkd and
Downs National Park are under promotedd this increases the functional value. The
parcel forms an important gap with less dense development than the surrounding
settlement areas of Peacehaven and Newhaven, which is particularly notable
along the coastline.

5/5

Perception

Due the amount of vegetation within and surrounding the parcel, there is some
detachment from the adjacent settlement areas, notably along the coastline. There
is some sense of remoteness and tranquillity.

3/5

D. Landscape Value Total

18/25
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E. Landscape

Sensitivity Total (B+D)

Indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the functional value of the parcel
as a gap between the densely settled areas of Peacehaven and Newhaven and
the recreational access through the parcel. There are no indicators of low
landscape sensitivity.

39/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The majority of the parcel has limited visibility due to containment of mature
vegetation and existing built form. The coastal edge of the parcel has a higher
degree of visibility as it is relatively open and forms an important part of the view
between Peacehaven and Newhaven, resulting in very high susceptibility.

5/5

Skylines

The parcel forms an important coastal landscape between settlements on the

skyline.

4/5

Scenic Quality

Due to the containment of mature vegetation, there is a moderate influence from
surrounding development and movement. There is localised influence from
development, including in close proximity to the A259 which passes through the
parcel, the holiday park and industrial areas of coast. The coastal landscape and
wooded edges enhance the scenic composition of the view, resulting in a high
susceptibility.

4/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.11) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of
development on the parcel is shown in all directions, screened somewhat by the
existing settlement areas and including higher land within the South Downs
National Park to the north, east and west and to the High Weald Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty to the north at a considerable distance. The extent of
theoretical visibility for residential land use would be lower, as the ZTV is based on
the maximum employment development height. Field work demonstrated that
there is a moderate contribution of the parcel to the wider landscape, due to
mature vegetation, landform further to the north which screens views beyond and
existing built form. The inter-visibility is higher on the coastline where vegetation
cover is lower.

4/5

Receptors

Receptors include those from the local road and National Cycle Network that pass
through the parcel and glimpsed views from residential receptors within and
surrounding the parcel. Receptors include those recreational users of the local
PRoW network, including the England Coast Path to the south of the parcel and
users of the holiday park adjacent to the parcel.

4/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

21/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to
views specifically. Field work demonstrated that there is inter-visibility with the
South Downs National Park, such that the parcel is considered to form part of the
visual setting.

3/5

Recognition and
association

There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and art,
such that the visual value is very low.

1/5
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Purpose of the view There is a strong sense of place afforded by the proximity to the South Downs 5/5
National Park and coastal landscape where views may be visited specifically for.
I. Visual Value Total 9/15
J. Visual Sensitivity Indicators of high visual sensitivity include a strong sense of place and coastal 30/40
Total (G+l) landscape and wooded edges enhancing the scenic composition of the view.
Indicators of low visual sensitivity include no apparent reference to the view in
published studies, literature and art.
K. Landscape 69/90
Sensitivity Total (E+J)
L. Review and Small-scale and medium-scale residential and small-scale employment: The
Comments parcel is assessed as having a high-medium sensitivity to these types of
development. Upon reflection, this is considered to be very high sensitivity due to
factors including the functional value of the parcel between the settlements of
Peacehaven and Newhaven. The parcel is very susceptible to change and the
parcel is unable to accommodate the relevant type of development without
significant adverse character change or adverse visual effects. The very high
sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion in
landscape and visual terms.
M. Final score, It is not advised that development should come forwards on the parcel. There are |74/90

summary analysis and
high-level guidance

opportunities to enhance the green infrastructure within the parcel and expand
recreational opportunities where possible and appropriate. The landscape strategy
should enhance the parcel of land as a gateway into the South Downs National
Park.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area B1: Peacehaven, Newhaven, Seaford and Saltdean
Downland.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.
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TabB4Landscape Sensitivity Assessment for Peacehaven

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative
photograph

Peacehaven and Ted scombe CIl i ff

Northern extent: South Downs National Park.
Eastern extent: South Downs National Park.
Western extent: South Downs National Park.
Southern extent: The settlement boundary of Peacehaven.

S

Noting that this includes areas of woodland blocks due to LAA sites. Noting that this parcel

includes numerous LAA sites across the majority of the parcel.

Due to the existing residential land uses within the parcel, medium-scale and large-scale

residential and small-scale and large-scale employment land uses are not considered to be
practical, therefore are not considered within the assessment.

Character description

The parcel covers an area of land with interspersed residential plots which are situated across an

undulating area of land with some parts more steeply rising than others. The parcel also consists
of pockets of agricultural use and fields in low management which form the basis of the
assessment. The parcel comprises a mixture of vegetation, including semi-improved grassland,

woodland, hedgerows and scrub and is typically small-scale.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natural Engl andds National Character

Ar ea

i East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 28:

Saltdean - Peacehaven

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area B2:

Peacehaven Residential

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
A. Landscape
Susceptibility
Landform and Hydrology | The landform of the parcel is undulating, between approximately +60m AOD in the | 4/5
south-eastern corner to +82m AOD in the north-western corner. Some parts of the
parcel have more steeply rising sections than others, resulting in a complex
landform. There are no notable hydrological features.
AECOM
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Landcover The landcover comprises grassland, some of which is identified within the Priority |5/5
Habitats Inventory as good quality semi-improved grassland. Part of the parcel is
located within a local wildlife site, woodland identified within the National Forest
Inventory and blocks of trees subject to TPOs, resulting in a high degree of
vegetation cover, species diversity and high condition. There are also pockets of
scrub and hedgerow.

Land Use, Scale and The land use comprises pockets of agricultural use and fields in low management | 4/5

Pattern within a strong landscape structure. The northern part of the parcel comprises
Grade 3 (Good to Moderate) agricultural land and the southern part is not
classified. The scale is typically small-scale.

Settlement and Identity The parcel lies on the northern edge of the settlement of Peacehaven but due to | 2/5
intervening vegetation there is a limited influence apart from connectivity through
gaps. There is human influence through the parcel, with properties and roads,
such that susceptibility is considered to be low.

Condition The condition of vegetation within the parcel is considered to be good. 4/5

B. Landscape 19/25

Susceptibility Total

C. Landscape Value

Designations The eastern part of the parcel lies within a local wildlife site. 3/5

Recreational There are several PRoW which pass through the central part and edges of the 3/5
parcel.

Cultural Heritage and There is no notable evidence of cultural heritage association or value, such that 1/5

Association the landscape value is very low.

Functional (ecological and | The Lewes District Public Realm Framework (2013) identifies the eastern, 5/5

green infrastructure) northern and western edges of the par
Nati onal dReasrckrd baensd it as 6gateways to
are under promotedd this increases the functional value. The vegetation network
within the parcel connects into the wider green infrastructure network in the South
Downs National Park.

Perception The parcel feels detached from the dense settlement area of Peacehaven to the 2/5
south and wider South Downs National Park to the north due to vegetation cover.
There is limited sense of tranquillity and remoteness due to existing development
and tracks through the parcel. The woodland blocks increase scenic quality.

D. Landscape Value Total | Indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the functional value of the parcel 14/25
as a gateway into the South Downs National Park and the mature green
infrastructure network through the parcel. Indicators of low landscape sensitivity
include no notable evidence of cultural heritage association or value and human
influence through the parcel.

E. Landscape 33/50

Sensitivity Total (B+D)

AECOM
107




Lewes Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Project number: 60676353

Visual Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
F. Visual Susceptibility
General Visibility Due to the containment of built form and mature vegetation, the parcel has limited |2/5
visibility. Views to the settlement edge to the south are only available as framed
views down tracks and from higher sections of the northern part of the parcel.
Skylines The woodland on the parcel forms an important feature of the skyline. 5/5
Scenic Quality Scenic quality is increased due to woodland edges within the parcel. There is 3/5
limited influence from the settlement edge or movement due to mature vegetation,
however there is influence from development within the parcel, including
properties and tracks between mature vegetation.
Inter-visibility The screened ZTV (Figure D.12) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of | 2/5
development on the parcel is shown in all directions, screened somewhat by the
existing settlement areas and including higher land within the South Downs
National Park in all directions. The extent of theoretical visibility for residential land
use would be lower, as the ZTV is based on the maximum employment
development height. Field work demonstrated that there is limited inter-visibility
with the surrounding landscape due to intervening built form and mature
vegetation.
Receptors Receptors include residential receptors through framed views outside the parcel 3/5
and from those within the parcel. Receptors also include a low number of
recreational users using the local PRoW network.
G. Visual Susceptibility 15/25
Total
H. Visual Value
Designations The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to 3/5
views specifically. Field work demonstrated that there is inter-visibility with the
South Downs National Park, such that the parcel is considered to form part of the
visual setting.
Recognition and There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and art, |1/5
association such that the visual value is very low.
Purpose of the view Due to the containment of vegetation, it is unlikely that the parcel would be visited | 3/5
for the view but there is a sense of place due to proximity to the South Downs
National Park.
I. Visual Value Total 7/15
J. Visual Sensitivity Indicators of high visual sensitivity include the woodland on the parcel forming an |22/40
Total (G+l) important feature of the skyline. Indicators of low visual sensitivity include no
apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and art and limited
inter-visibility with the wider landscape due to intervening mature vegetation and
built form.
AECOM

108




Lewes Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Project number: 60676353

K. Landscape
Sensitivity Total (E+J)

55/90

L. Review and
Comments

Small-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having a medium sensitivity
to these types of development. Upon reflection, due to the existing built form and
vegetation network within the parcel, a high-medium sensitivity is considered to be
most appropriate. The parcel is unlikely to be able to accommodate the relevant
type of development overall or only in limited situations, without significant
adverse character change or adverse visual effects. The high-medium sensitivity
to change for the parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and
visual terms.

M. Final score,
summary analysis and
high-level guidance

Any new development would be located within pockets of land between existing
built form within the parcel. Development would respect the scale and density of
existing residential dwellings. Development should be avoided within the eastern
part of the parcel within the local wildlife site. The landform within the parcel
should be considered, notably the steeper parts.

Existing vegetation and field patterns within the parcel should be protected,
including the woodland blocks and TPOs with appropriate stand offs given. Any
new development should include a robust landscape strategy that protects and
enhances the existing green infrastructure network. The landscape strategy
should enhance the parcel of land as a gateway into the South Downs National
Park. There are opportunities the improve recreational access within the parcel
and out into the South Downs National Park.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area B2: Peacehaven Residential.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

60/90
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Barcombe Cr oss

TabB8BLandscape Sensitivity Assessment for Barcombe

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative
photograph

Barcombe Cross A

Northern extent: Bevern Stream.

Eastern extent: Bevern Stream.

Southern extent: Woodland blocks and the settlement boundary of Barcombe Cross and Spithurst
Road, including defined educational land uses.

Western extent: Dismantled railway line and associated mature vegetation within a local wildlife
site.

Character description

The parcel is a gently undulating area of land. The parcel contains small-scale to large-scale field
enclosures which are divided by mature hedgerows and woodland blocks. The Bevern Stream
flows along the northern edge of the parcel, such that the northern and eastern parts of the parcel
are located in flood zones 2 and 3. The parcel also contains a large allotment site.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natur al Engl anddéds National Character Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 14:
Western Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area C2: Barcombe,
Plumpton and Cooksbridge, Western Low Weald

Landscape Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape
Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology

The parcel is gently undulating from approximately +10m AOD in the majority of | 4/5
the parcel to +15m AOD along its eastern edge. A watercourse runs along the
northern and eastern edge of the parcel and is located within flood zones 2 and 3,
which increases the susceptibility.

Landcover

The landcover comprises unmanaged meadow and grassland which is divided by | 4/5
tall dense hedgerows, woodland blocks, linear mature trees and fencing. The

parcel is bound predominantly by vegetation along the watercourse. One of the
woodland blocks is identified within the National Forest Inventory. The parcel is
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connected to nearby ancient woodland, priority habitat orchard and local wildlife
site through a linear tree belt which suggests good species diversity on the parcel
boundaries. Vegetation is of high condition.

Land Use, Scale and The land use is predominantly agricultural and grazing pasture which has some Small-scale
Pattern evidence of human activity denoted by agricultural crop lines and fencing creating | and medium-
artificial field boundaries. The parcel consists of predominantly Grade 3 (Good to | scale
Moderate Quality) agricultural land, with a small section of Grade 4 (Poor Quality) |residential:
agricultural land in the north-eastern part of the parcel. The field enclosures differ | 3/5
in size between small-scale and large-scale. An allotment is located in the
southern part of the parcel. Susceptibility would be higher for large-scale Large-scale
residential and small-scale employment development as the likelihood of retaining | residential
field boundaries would be lower. and small-
scale
employment:
5/5
Settlement and Identity The parcel has influence from development along its eastern edge from the Small-scale
settlement edge of Barcombe Cross, which predominantly comprises of and medium-
residential two-story properties, along with recreational facilities and allotments. scale
Further to the north, there is limited settlement influence. The settlement pattern | residential:
of Barcombe Cross is nucleated and has a rural village character, such that 3/5
susceptibility would be higher for large-scale residential and small-scale
employment development. Large-scale
residential
and small-
scale
employment:
4/5
Condition The condition of the vegetation within and on the boundaries of the parcel 4/5
appears to be good, as such susceptibility is higher.
B. Landscape Small-scale
Susceptibility Total and medium-
scale
residential:
18/25
Large-scale
residential
and small-
scale
employment:
21/25
C. Landscape Value
Designations A TPO lies within the south-eastern part of the parcel. 3/5
Recreational There is public access into the parcel via multiple PRoWs which connect the 4/5
village to the wider countryside. An allotment site provides further recreational
opportunity, resulting in a high susceptibility.
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Cultural Heritage and
Association

The parcel appears to have reference to ancient enclosed agricultural land, as
evidenced in the East Sussex Historic Environment Record and resulting in
evidence of cultural or association value.

3/5

Functional (ecological and
green infrastructure)

The parcel has a high evident contribution to the functioning of ecological systems
due to the good quality vegetation which forms field enclosure and boundary

vegetation and the parcel 6s |link to t

4/5

Perception

The Landscape Character Area within which the parcel lies is considered to be
within the landscape and perceptual setting of the South Downs National Park,
however the landscape and perceptual relationship is slightly reduced due to
distance between the parcel and the South Downs National Park. The parcel is
perceived as rural undeveloped land and part of the rural setting to the settlement,
although seen in context of development along its eastern edge. The parcel has a
general high sense of tranquillity and remoteness due to intervening mature
vegetation and its strong landscape framework along the other edges of the
parcel.

4/5

D. Landscape Value Total

18/25

E. Landscape
Sensitivity Total (B+D)

In summary, key indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the perception of
the landscape as remote and tranquil, high number of PRoW and high ecological
and hydrological functional value. Indicators of low landscape sensitivity include
influence from the settlement edge of Barcombe Cross.

Small-scale
and medium-
scale
residential:
36/50

Large-scale
residential
and small-
scale
employment:
39/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The parcel has varied visibility. There is low visibility into the western part of the
parcel due to enclosure by mature vegetation. Views are available into the east of
the parcel from Spithurst Road due to low vegetation boundaries, and glimpsed
views are available from the northern settlement edge of Barcombe Cross through
mature vegetation on the settlement edge. The centre of the parcel is also visible
from the landscape to the north due to rising topography. The parcel is not likely
to form an important part of the view, as such the visual susceptibility is medium.

3/5

Skylines

The parcel does not form part of the skyline, as such the visual value is very low.

1/5

Scenic Quality

There is limited influence from development due to intervening mature vegetation,
as such the composition of the view remains high. There is a strong relationship
with the rural landscape to the north of the parcel, increasing the scenic value.
This results in a high visual susceptibility. There is some influence from
movement along Spithurst Road in the eastern part of the parcel, somewhat
reducing the scenic quality. The Barcombe Conservation Area Appraisal notes the
importance of the presence of agricultural land around the area and setting of a
rural landscape with attractive views.

4/5
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Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.13) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of
development on the parcel is shown mainly to the east, including higher land
within the South Downs National Park to the south and a small pocket within the
High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to the north at a distance. The
extent of theoretical visibility for residential land use would be lower, as the ZTV is
based on the maximum employment development height. Field work
demonstrated that the central and eastern parts of the parcel have inter-visibility
with landscape to the north, due to rising landform. The western part of the parcel
has a low contribution to the wider landscape in terms of inter-visibility due to
containment from mature vegetation and settlement to the south and southeast.
This results in a medium visual sensitivity.

3/5

Receptors

Typical receptors include recreational users of the PRoW network within the
parcel and users of Spithurst Road on the eastern boundary of the parcel. Few
residential receptors on the northern settlement edge of Barcombe Cross also
have glimpsed views into the parcel. The view is not likely to be the reason for
being present, but it may be part of the experience. As such, the visual
susceptibility is medium.

3/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

14/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to
views specifically. Field work demonstrated that there is unlikely to be inter-
visibility with the South Downs National Park, such that the parcel is considered
not to form part of the visual setting. As such, there is a very low visual value.

1/5

Recognition and
association

The Barcombe Conservation Area Appraisal notes the importance of the
presence of agricultural land around the area and setting of a rural landscape with
attractive views.

3/5

Purpose of the view

The parcel comprises typical agricultural land, as such there is a weak sense of
place. A few distinctive properties to the north of the parcel create some sense of
place, however the location is unlikely to be visited specifically for the view. As
such, the visual value is low.

2/5

I. Visual Value Total

6/15

J. Visual Sensitivity
Total (G+I)

In summary, indicators of high visual sensitivity include high visual scenic quality
and the likely presence of recreational receptors within the parcel. Indicators of
low visual sensitivity include that the parcel does not form the skyline.

20/40

K. Landscape
Sensitivity Total (E+J)

Small-scale
and medium-
scale
residential:
56/90

Large-scale
residential
and small-
scale
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employment:
59/90

L. Review and
Comments

Small-scale and medium-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having a
medium sensitivity to small-scale and medium-scale residential development. The
parcel may have some potential to accommodate the relevant type of
development in some defined situations without significant adverse landscape or
visual effects. The medium sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered an
appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

Large-scale residential and small-scale employment: The parcel is assessed
as having a medium sensitivity to these types of development. Upon reflection,
this is considered to be high-medium sensitivity due to factors including protection
of the existing field pattern and green infrastructure networks through the parcel.
The parcel is unlikely to be able to accommodate the relevant type of
development overall or only in limited situations, without significant adverse
character change or adverse visual effects. The high-medium sensitivity to
change for the parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and
visual terms.

M. Final score,

summary analysis and
high-level guidance

Any new development should respect and align adjacent to the existing
settlement pattern of Barcombe Cross, within the southern part of the parcel.
Development should be avoided on the allotment site in the south of the parcel
due to the proximity to the conservation area and ancient woodland, with
opportunities for new open spaces and improved landscape structure in this part
of the parcel. The existing field pattern should be retained and protected.
Development should not extend further north than the new development just north
of the settlement boundary, along The Willows. Reducing the scale of
development to smaller scale and lower densities towards the northern part of the
parcel would ensure a more sympathetic transition in scale to the wider
landscape. Employment development should consider offsets to residential
amenity and low height massing where possible. The development should form
an appropriate transition to the wider landscape.

Should development come forwards, the green infrastructure network on and
surrounding the parcel should be protected and enhanced to strengthen the local
green infrastructure network where possible. This includes the mature vegetation
networks through the parcel and the TPO in the south-eastern part of the parcel.
There are opportunities to enhance the green and blue infrastructure network,
including adjacent to the watercourse along the northern edge of the parcel and
adjacent to the local wildlife site to the west. There are also opportunities to
enhance the recreational access across the parcel and with the dismantled
railway becoming a new recreational resource.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area C2: Barcombe, Plumpton and Cooksbridge, Western
Low Weald.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

Small-scale
and medium-
scale
residential:
56/90

Large-scale
residential
and small-
scale
employment:
60/90
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TabB@Landscape Sensitivity Assessment for Barcombe

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative
photograph

Barcombe Cross B

Northern extent: Bevern Stream and Spithurst Road.
Eastern extent: Woodland blocks and Bevern Stream.
Southern extent: Mature vegetation.

Western extent: Barcombe Mills Road and the settlement boundary of Barcombe Cross.

Noting that this parcel includes three LAA sites: 06BA, 09BA and 12BA.

Character description

The parcel is a strongly undulating area of land. The parcel contains generally medium-scale field
enclosures which are divided by low hedgerows and hedgerow trees, and blocks of mature
vegetation. The Bevern Stream flows along the northern and eastern edges of the parcel and the

parcel includes a reservoir.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natural Engl andds National Character Area
i East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 14:

Western Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area C2: Barcombe,

Plumpton and Cooksbridge, Western Low Weald

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
A. Landscape
Susceptibility
Landform and Hydrology | The southern and western parts of the parcel cover a strongly undulating 5/5
landform, falling from approximately +28m AOD in the south-west to
approximately +10m AOD in the south-east. There is a reservoir in the eastern
part of the parcel. Flood zone 2 occupies the eastern edge of the parcel and flood
zone 3 is located on the northern edge. This results in a very high landscape
susceptibility. Landform in the northern part of the parcel is gently sloping.
Landcover Landcover comprises predominantly grassland which is divided by low 4/5
hedgerows and hedgerow trees, and blocks of mature vegetation. A reservoir is
located within the eastern part of the parcel. The linear field boundaries connect
to blocks of deciduous woodland identified in the Priority Habitats Inventory, in
AECOM
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the western part of the parcel and on the eastern boundary. This indicates a high
species diversity, which results in a high landscape susceptibility.

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The land use predominantly comprises a mixture of arable and pastoral
agricultural land. The western part of the parcel comprises residential land uses,
including residential properties and private garden land use, which are not
considered within the assessment. The parcel comprises predominantly Grade 3
(Good to Moderate Quality) Agricultural land, with a small area of Grade 2 (Very
Good Quality) Agricultural Lane in the southern part of the parcel and an area of
Grade 4 (Poor Quality) Agricultural Land in the northern part of the parcel. The
field pattern is generally medium-scale, as such the landscape susceptibility is
medium.

3/5

Settlement and Identity

The south-western part of the parcel has some influence from the settlement
pattern of Barcombe Cross, such that development would be consistent with the
existing settlement pattern. However, the southern part of the parcel is separated
from the settlement edge of Barcombe Cross by mature vegetation. The southern
part of the parcel has a strong relationship with the rural landscape to the east of
the parcel, but is bound by the Barcombe Mills Road and therefore has a
relationship to the transport infrastructure. As such, development would be
inconsistent with the settlement pattern of Barcombe Cross. This results in a high
landscape susceptibility to small-scale and medium-scale residential
development. Large-scale residential and employment development would be
very high due to the existing field pattern and scale and use of surrounding
development as the settlement pattern of Barcombe Cross is nucleated and has
a rural village character.

Small-scale
and medium-
scale
residential
development:
4/5

Large-scale
residential and
small-scale
employment
development:
5/5

Condition The condition of mature vegetation is high, with pockets of mature woodland and | 5/5
evidence of positive management. This results in a very high landscape
susceptibility.
B. Landscape Small-scale
Susceptibility Total and medium-
scale
residential

development:
21/25

Large-scale
residential and
small-scale
employment
development:
22/25

C. Landscape Value

recreational access. As such, the landscape susceptibility is medium. CRowW
Access Land lies adjacent to the parcel.

Designations The western part of the parcel contains numerous individual trees and groups 4/5
under a TPO. There is also one tree within the southern part of the parcel subject
to a TPO. The western part of the parcel is located within part of the Barcombe
Cross Conservation Area, which increases the landscape value to high.

Recreational Two PRoW are located within the parcel, which provides some public 3/5
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Cultural Heritage and
Association

The western part of the parcel lies within Barcombe Cross Conservation Area,
resulting in evidence of cultural or association value. The western part of the
parcel appears to have reference to ancient enclosed agricultural land, as
evidenced in the East Sussex Historic Environment Record and resulting in
evidence of cultural or association value.

3/5

Functional (ecological and
green infrastructure)

The parcel contains deciduous woodland that is identified in the Priority Habitats
Inventory in the western part of the parcel. The parcel also contains linear
vegetated field boundaries, with mature trees, that connect into a wider green
infrastructure network, including deciduous woodland that is identified in the
Priority Habitats Inventory on the eastern boundary of the parcel. As such, the
parcel contributes to the functioning of natural and ecological systems. The north-
western and southern parts of the parcel also contribute to the rural approach of
Barcombe Cross. As such, the functional value is very high.

5/5

Perception

The Landscape Character Area within which the parcel lies is considered to be
within the landscape and perceptual setting of the South Downs National Park,
however the landscape and perceptual relationship is slightly reduced due to
distance between the parcel and the South Downs National Park. The southern
part of the parcel has high levels of scenic quality, due to the separation from
Barcombe Cross and the connection with the rural landscape to the east. Road
noise is audible within the parcel from Barcombe Mills Road and Spithurst Road,
which reduces the tranquility. However, the influence is reduced in the southern
part of the parcel due to mature vegetation and topography. As such, the
landscape value is high. The sense of remoteness is lower in the north-western
part of the parcel due to the proximity to the settlement edge of Barcombe Cross.

4/5

D. Landscape Value Total

19/25

E. Landscape
Sensitivity Total (B+D)

In summary, key indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the high levels of
scenic quality, functional value and condition of the mature vegetation. There are
no indicators of low landscape sensitivity.

Small-scale
and medium-
scale
residential
development:
40/50

Large-scale
residential
and small-
scale
employment
development:
41/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

There is varied visibility across the parcel. The northern part of the parcel is open
to the landscape to the north, due to low hedgerows and rising topography. There
are glimpsed views into the northern part of the parcel from Spithurst Road and
Boast Lane, as well as from the eastern settlement edge of Barcombe Cross.
The southern part of the parcel is enclosed by mature vegetation along the
western boundary of the parcel. Barcombe Cross Village Hall overlooks the
southern part of the parcel, as such it may form an important part of the view.
This results in a high visual susceptibility.

4/5
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Skylines

The parcel does not form part of the skyline, as such the visual value is very low.

1/5

Scenic Quality

There is limited influence from movement on Barcombe Mills Road on the
southern part of the parcel due to mature vegetation on the western boundary of
the parcel and the fact that the topography falls towards the reservoir and the
wooded backdrop to the east. The separation of the southern part of the parcel
from the settlement edge of Barcombe Cross also limits influence, such that the
composition of the view is high. As such, there is a high visual susceptibility.
There is some influence from the settlement edge of Barcombe Cross in the
northern part of the parcel, which reduces the scenic quality. The Barcombe
Conservation Area Appraisal notes the importance of the presence of agricultural
land around the area and setting of a rural landscape with attractive views.

4/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.14) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of
development on the parcel is shown mainly to the east and south, including
higher land within the South Downs National Park to the south and a small
pocket within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to the north at
a distance. The extent of theoretical visibility for residential land use would be
lower, as the ZTV is based on the maximum employment development height.
Field work demonstrated that the southern part of the parcel has inter-visibility
with landscape to the east, due to rising landform. However, there is less inter-
visibility with surrounding landscapes in the middle distance in the northern part
of the parcel. This results in a medium visual value.

3/5

Receptors

Typical receptors include recreational users of the PRoW network within the
parcel, as well as those using the adjacent CRoW Access Land. Receptors also
include users of Barcombe Cross Village Hall and residential receptors on the
eastern settlement edge of Barcombe Cross. Road users of Barcombe Mills
Road, Spithurst Road and Boast Lane also have glimpsed views of the parcel.
The view is likely to be the reason for being present, especially in the southern
part of the parcel, which results in a high visual value.

4/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

16/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to
views specifically. Field work demonstrated that there is unlikely to be inter-
visibility with the South Downs National Park, such that the parcel is considered
not to form part of the visual setting. As such, there is a very low visual value.

1/5

Recognition and
association

The Barcombe Conservation Area Appraisal notes the importance of the
presence of agricultural land around the area and setting of a rural landscape
with attractive views.

3/5

Purpose of the view

There is a strong sense of place within the parcel, created by the reservoir and
distinctive building on higher landform to the east of the parcel. The location is
likely to be visited for the view, which results in a high visual value.

4/5

I. Visual Value Total

8/15

J. Visual Sensitivity
Total (G+l)

In summary, high visual sensitivity is shown by a strong sense of place and
surrounding typical receptors. Indicators of low visual sensitivity include that the

24/40
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parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to views
specifically.
K. Landscape Small-scale
Sensitivity Total (E+J) and medium-
scale
residential
development:
64/90
Large-scale
residential
and small-
scale
employment
development:
65/90
L. Review and Small-scale and medium-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having a
Comments high-medium sensitivity to small-scale and medium-scale residential
development. The parcel is unlikely to be able to accommodate the relevant type
of development overall or only in limited situations, without significant adverse
character change or adverse visual effects. The high-medium sensitivity to
change for the parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and
visual terms.
Large-scale residential and small-scale employment: The parcel is assessed
as having a high-medium sensitivity to these types of development. Upon
reflection, this is considered to be very high sensitivity due to the existing field
pattern, the relationship to the scale and extent of the existing settlement pattern,
conservation area, green infrastructure networks through the parcel and
hydrology limitations. The parcel is very susceptible to change in respect of these
development types and the parcel is unable to accommodate the relevant type of
development without significant adverse character change or adverse visual
effects. The very high sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered an
appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms.
M. Final score, Any new development should respect the existing settlement pattern of Small-scale
summary analysis and | Barcombe Cross and the conservation area, within the western part of the parcel. | and medium-
high-level guidance Development should be concentrated adjacent to the Road and not extend scale
across the northern part of the Parcel due to the flood zone constraints and residential
retaining green and blue infrastructure. The existing field pattern should be development:
retained as practicable. Reducing the scale of development to smaller scale and | 64/90
lower densities would ensure a more sympathetic transition in scale to the wider
landscape. The various hydrological and landform changes within the parcel Large-scale
should be considered. residential
and small-
Should development come forwards, the green and blue infrastructure network scale
on and surrounding the parcel should be protected and enhanced to strengthen | employment
the local green infrastructure network where possible. This includes the mature development:
vegetation networks through the parcel and the TPOs within the western part of | 74/90
the parcel. There are opportunities to enhance the green and blue infrastructure
network, including adjacent to the watercourse along the northern and eastern
edges of the parcel. There are also opportunities to enhance the recreational
access across the parcel.
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General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area C2: Barcombe, Plumpton and Cooksbridge, Western
Low Weald.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.
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TabB88Landscape Sensitivity Assessment for Barcombe

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative
photograph

Barcombe Cross C

Northern extent: High Street and the settlement boundary of Barcombe Cross.

Eastern extent: Barcombe Mills Road and Church Road.

Southern extent: Mature vegetation and woodland blocks including ancient woodland adjacent a
dismantled railway line.

Western extent: Woodland blocks and part of conservation area.

Noting that this parcel includes two LAA sites: 02BA and 10BA.

Character description

The parcel contains an area of rolling landscape which is agricultural in land use. The parcel
comprises a medium-scale and large-scale field enclosure. The parcel is bound by a mixture of
managed hedgerow and mature vegetation.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natural Engl andds National Character Area

i East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 14:
Western Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area C2: Barcombe,
Plumpton and Cooksbridge, Western Low Weald

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
A. Landscape

Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology | The parcel comprises a rolling landscape, falling from a high point of 3/5

approximately +34m AOD in the northern part to approximately +20m AOD in the
south-western part of the parcel. There are no watercourses or flood zones within
the parcel. As such, there is a medium landscape susceptibility.

Landcover

Landcover comprises grassland which is divided by a linear tree belt. The 3/5
boundaries of the parcel include managed hedgerow and mature tree vegetation,
some of which is identified within the Priority Habitats Inventory and ancient
woodland, suggesting some species diversity within the parcel boundaries. There
are also some individual trees in the western part of the parcel.
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Land Use, Scale and The land use is predominantly agricultural, with the large-scale field enclosure in | 3/5

Pattern the central and eastern parts of the parcel used for arable land use. The eastern
part of the parcel comprises Grade 2 (Very Good Quality) agricultural land and the
western part of the parcel comprises Grade 3 (Good to Moderate) agricultural
land. The field pattern comprises a medium-scale and a large-scale field, as such
susceptibility is medium.

Settlement and Identity There is a strong relationship with the southern settlement edge of Barcombe Small-scale
Cross in the northern part of the parcel, which continues somewhat into the and medium-
southern part due to a lack of boundary features and large-scale field. The scale
susceptibility to large-scale residential and small-scale employment would be residential:
higher than small-scale and medium-scale residential development as they would | 2/5
be less consistent with the existing settlement pattern and land use as the
settlement pattern of Barcombe Cross is nucleated and has a rural village Large-scale
character. residential

and small-
scale
employment:
4/5

Condition The condition of vegetation within and on the boundaries of the parcel appeared | 4/5
to be good with evidence of positive management.

B. Landscape Small-scale

Susceptibility Total and medium-

scale
residential:
15/25
Large-scale
residential
and small-
scale
employment:
17/25

C. Landscape Value

Designations The north-western part of the parcel is located within the Barcombe Cross 4/5
Conservation Area, which increases the landscape value to high.

Recreational Two PRoW are located within the parcel, which provides some public recreational | 3/5
access. As such, the landscape susceptibility is medium. CRoW Access Land lies
adjacent to the parcel.

Cultural Heritage and The northern part of the parcel lies within Barcombe Cross Conservation Area, 3/5

Association resulting in evidence of cultural or association value.

Functional (ecological and | The eastern part of the parcel has functional value attached to the rural approach | 3/5

green infrastructure)

to Barcombe Mills across a large-scale field enclosure. The parcel also has a
medium contribution to the functioning of nature and ecological systems despite
limited land cover within the parcel itself, it is connected to wider mature networks,
including those identified within the Priority Habitats Inventory and ancient
woodland.
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Perception The Landscape Character Area within which the parcel lies is considered to be 3/5
within the landscape and perceptual setting of the South Downs National Park,
however the landscape and perceptual relationship is slightly reduced due to
distance between the parcel and the South Downs National Park. The sense of
remoteness is reduced due to the proximity of the parcel to the settlement edge of
Barcombe Cross. Road noise along Barcombe Mills Road is also audible which
reduces tranquility. However, the sense of remoteness increases in the western
and southern parts of the parcel, due to mature vegetation and sloping
topography acting to reduce the influence of the settlement edge and Barcombe
Mills Road. This results in a medium landscape value.
D. Landscape Value Total 16/25
E. Landscape In summary, key indicators of high landscape sensitivity include that part of the Small-scale
Sensitivity Total (B+D) | parcel is located within a conservation area. Indicators of low landscape and medium-
sensitivity include the strong relationship with the southern settlement edge of scale
Barcombe Cross in the northern part of the parcel. residential:
31/50
Large-scale
residential
and small-
scale

employment:
33/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The majority of the parcel would be visible in the immediate context of
development, due to the open relationship with the southern settlement edge of
Barcombe Cross to the north. There is a moderate degree of visibility but it is not
considered to be an important part of the view.

3/5

Skylines

The parcel has a relatively high point of +34m AOD in the northern part of the
parcel, which increases susceptibility but there are few landmark features
therefore susceptibility remains as low.

2/5

Scenic Quality

The Barcombe Conservation Area Appraisal notes the importance of the
presence of agricultural land around the area and setting of a rural landscape with
attractive views. The parcel has high levels of scenic quality due to forming the
visual setting of the South Downs National Park and having a strong connection
to the rural landscape to the south. This results in a very high visual susceptibility.

5/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.15) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of
development on the parcel is shown mainly to the east and south, including higher
land within the South Downs National Park to the south of the parcel and a small
area of land within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to the
north of the parcel, at a distance. The extent of theoretical visibility for residential
land use would be lower, as the ZTV is based on the maximum employment
development height. Field work demonstrated that the majority of the parcel has
high inter-visibility with raised land to the south of the parcel. This results in a high
landscape susceptibility. The western field has low inter-visibility with the wider
landscape due to enclosure from mature vegetation.

4/5
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Sensitivity Total (E+J)

Receptors Receptors also include those using the adjacent CRoW Access Land and 4/5
residential receptors within Barcombe Cross and surrounding isolated
development. Receptors also include recreational users across the parcel and
within the location landscape, such that susceptibility is considered to be high.
G. Visual Susceptibility 18/25
Total
H. Visual Value
Designations The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to 3/5
views specifically. Field work demonstrated that there is likely to be inter-visibility
with the South Downs National Park, such that the parcel is considered to form
part of the visual setting. As such, there is a medium visual value.
Recognition and The Barcombe Conservation Area Appraisal notes the importance of the 3/5
association presence of agricultural land around the area and setting of a rural landscape with
attractive views.
Purpose of the view There is a strong sense of place created through inter-visibility with the South 4/5
Downs National Park. The location may be visited specifically for the view, as
such there is a high visual value.
I. Visual Value Total 10/15
J. Visual Sensitivity In summary, indicators of high visual sensitivity include a sense of place created | 28/40
Total (G+lI) by the South Downs National Park and surrounding visual receptors. Indicators of
low visual sensitivity include that is does not form an important part of the skyline.
K. Landscape Small-scale

and medium-
scale
residential:
59/90

Large-scale
residential
and small-
scale
employment:
61/90

L. Review and
Comments

Small-scale and medium-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having a
medium sensitivity to small-scale and medium-scale residential development. The
parcel may have some potential to accommodate the relevant type of
development in some defined situations without significant adverse landscape or
visual effects. The medium sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered an
appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms

Large-scale residential and small-scale employment: The parcel is assessed
as having a high-medium sensitivity due to factors including the existing
settlement pattern and rural approach to Barcombe Cross. The parcel is unlikely
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to be able to accommodate the relevant type of development overall or only in
limited situations, without significant adverse character change or adverse visual
effects. The high-medium sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered an
appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score,

summary analysis and
high-level guidance

Any new development should respect and align adjacent to the existing
settlement pattern of Barcombe Cross. The existing field pattern should be
retained and protected as practicable and any reinstatement of historic field
patterns explored. Reducing the scale of development to smaller scale and lower
densities towards the southern part of the parcel would ensure a more
sympathetic transition in scale to the wider landscape. Employment development
should consider offsets to residential amenity and low height massing where
possible. The development should form an appropriate transition to the wider
landscape.

Should development come forwards, the green infrastructure network on and
surrounding the parcel should be protected and enhanced to strengthen the local
green infrastructure network where possible. This includes allowing appropriate
protection and stand offs to the adjacent ancient woodland and mature
vegetation. There are opportunities to enhance the green infrastructure network.
There are also opportunities to enhance the recreational access across the
parcel.

Any new development should enhance the rural setting to the Barcombe Cross
Conservation Area, as advocated within the Barcombe Cross Conservation Area
appraisal. Attractive views from the Barcombe Cross Conservation Area to the
south of the parcel towards agricultural land should also be protected.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area C2: Barcombe, Plumpton and Cooksbridge, Western
Low Weald.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

Small-scale
and medium-
scale
residential:
59/90

Large-scale
residential
and small-
scale
employment:
61/90
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Broyl e

Si de

TabB8&.andscape Sensitivity Assessment for Broyle Si

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Broyle Side A

Representative photograph

Northern extent: Mature vegetation, watercourses and fields.

Eastern extent: The settlement boundary of Broyle Side (which is also the boundary to the
adjacent Landscape Character Area).

Southern extent: Lewes Road (which is also the boundary to the adjacent Landscape Character
Area).

Western extent: Mature vegetation, watercourses and fields.

Noting that a LAA DSS extends further north-west, but this is covered within the DSS
assessment. Noting that this parcel includes two LAA sites: 50RG and 08RG.

Character description

The parcel covers a gently undulating area of land forming a localised valley. The parcel
contains small-scale and medium-scale field enclosures, divided by dense hedgerows and
linear tree lines. A watercourse runs through the central and southern sections of the parcel.

The parcel is covered by:
T Natural Englandés National Character Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area
14: Western Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area C2:
Barcombe, Plumpton and Cooksbridge, Western Low Weald

Landscape Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology

The parcel is gently undulating from approximately +20m AOD at the northern edge |4/5
of the parcel to +15m AOD at the southern edge, adjacent to Lewes Road. The
landform forms a localised valley associated with a watercourse which runs through
the centre of the parcel and is located in flood zones 2 and 3. The watercourse is
associated with other water features including other minor watercourses and several
ponds.
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Landcover

The landcover predominantly comprises grassland, which is divided by hedgerows
with mature trees. Hedgerows are tall and dense towards the north of the parcel but
more fragmented towards the south, vegetation cover is considered to be average.

3/5

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The landcover includes managed agricultural land which has evidence of some
human activity, denoted by agricultural crop lines. The Site consists of Grade 3
(Good to Moderate Quiality) agricultural land. The landscape pattern is
predominantly small-scale and medium scale and there is a strong landscape
structure. The resultant the susceptibility is high.

4/5

Settlement and Identity

There is a limited relationship with the northern part of the settlement of Broyle Side
due to an increase in height and density of vegetation towards the north of the
parcel, despite being immediately adjacent to the settlement. The parcel retains an
undeveloped character, due to limited development. Despite proximity to Lewes
Road the parcel retains a rural agricultural character. Even though development in
the parcel would be consistent with the settlement pattern, it would still erode the
sense of separation between Broyle Side and Ringmer, such that the resultant
susceptibility is considered to be high.

4/5

Condition

The fields and vegetation appear in fair condition and therefore exhibit a medium
susceptibility to change.

3/5

B. Landscape Susceptibility
Total

18/25

C. Landscape Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any statutory or local landscape designations, it is
therefore of lower landscape value.

1/5

Recreational

The eastern part of the parcel, contains a small part of amenity greenspace, as
identified within the Lewes District Open Space Strategy (2020). There is one PRoW
through the centre of the parcel which connects Broyle Side to Ringmer.

4/5

Cultural Heritage and
Association

The parcel appears to have reference to ancient enclosed agricultural land, as
evidenced in the East Sussex Historic Environment Record and resulting in
evidence of cultural or association value.

3/5

Functional (ecological and
green infrastructure)

The parcel comprises functional value as part of a predominantly undeveloped
agricultural landscape around the settlement edge of Broyle Side to the west of
Broyle Lane. Although the linear pattern has been breached close to Lewes Lane,
the settlement pattern still has relevance to the character of the village. The
functional aspect of forming the setting to Broyle Side is more pertinent to land
adjacent Lewes Road, in the southern part of the parcel.

4/5

Perception

The Landscape Character Area within which the parcel lies is considered to be
within the landscape and perceptual setting of the South Downs National Park and
fieldwork demonstrated this. The parcel is perceived as a rural agricultural
landscape away from Lewes Road due to the backdrop of undeveloped agricultural
land to the north and west. Tranquillity and remoteness are partially eroded by
influence from the settlement edges of Ringmer and Broyle Side in some places and
some noise from Lewes Road and the A26. Field enclosures become smaller and
more enclosed to the north, which increases remoteness, resulting in a medium
susceptibility to change.

3/5

AECOM
127




Lewes Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Project number: 60676353

D. Landscape Value Total

15/25

E. Landscape Sensitivity

Total (B+D)

In summary, key indicators of high sensitivity include the functional value of part of
the parcel as the rural setting to the linear settlement pattern of Broyle Side and
identification as an amenity green space in Lewes District Open Space Strategy
(2020). Indicators of low sensitivity include the lack of landscape designation and
the increase in field size towards the south of the parcel and that the land is
adjacent to the settlement edge.

33/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The northern part of the parcel has limited visibility from the settlement edges of
Ringmer and Broyle Side due to the strong landscape structure, particularly in the
north of the parcel. The southern part of the parcel is visible from the B2192, Lewes
Road across field enclosure vegetation and glimpsed views from individual
properties along the northern settlement edge of Ringmer, resulting in localised but
limited visibility, however noting the importance of the view in the southern part of
the parcel between the settlements of Ringmer and Broyle Side, resulting in a
medium susceptibility.

3/5

Skylines

Due to the low-lying nature of the parcel, it is not considered to form part of the
skyline.

1/5

Scenic Quality

The northern part of the parcel has limited influence from surrounding development,
due to intervening vegetation along the western edge of Broyle Side and a high
scenic quality. In the south of Broyle Side, development breaches the linear
settlement pattern to the west and there is influence from the B2192, however the
influence of development remains low, and the scenic quality is higher.

4/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.16) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of
development on the parcel is shown in all directions, including higher land within the
South Downs National Park to the south and west and small parts within the High
Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to the north at a distance. Fieldwork
demonstrated that due to the containment of the parcel from mature vegetation,
inter-visibility is limited. There are some open views south towards the settlement
edge of Ringmer and its backdrop of the South Downs National Park. The parcel is
considered to have a low contribution to the wider landscape in terms of inter-
visibility.

2/5

Receptors

Receptors may include those using the PRoW which crosses the parcel. Other
receptors include glimpsed views from individual residential properties along the
Ringmer and Broyle Side settlement edge, vehicles travelling along the Lewes
Road. Receptors also include those using the adjacent South Downs National Park
which lies to the south on an elevated vantage point, which increases susceptibility.

5/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

14/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to views
specifically. There is inter-visibility with the South Downs National Park such that the
parcel is considered to form part of the visual setting.

3/5
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Recognition and association

There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and art,
such that the visual value is very low.

1/5

Purpose of the view

Due to the proximity of the South Downs National Park, which provides sense of
place however the location is unlikely to be specifically visited for the view.

3/5

I. Visual Value Total

7/15

J. Visual Sensitivity Total
(G+1)

In summary, key indicators of high visual sensitivity, include limited views of
movement from surrounding development and receptors along the PRoW network.
Indicators of low landscape sensitivity include a lack of visual designations,
recognition or association in art or literature and a lack of inter-visibility, except to
the south.

22/40

K. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (E+J)

56/90

L. Review and Comments

Small-scale and medium-scale residential: The review of the parcel is assessed
as having a medium sensitivity to small-scale and medium-scale residential
development. However, upon reflection, it is felt this should be increased to a high-
medium sensitivity given the functional value of the southern part of the parcel
between the settlements of Ringmer and Broyle Side. This parcel is unlikely to be
able to accommodate the relevant type of development overall or only in limited
situations, mainly across the northern part of the parcel to retain the open character
of the landscape between Broyle Side and Ringmer. The extent of development
would depend on the retention of mature field edge vegetation in limiting the visual
and physical connection between settlements as well as respecting the existing
linear settlement form. The high-medium sensitivity to change for the parcel is
considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

Should development come forwards it should respect and enhance the linear
settlement pattern of Broyle Side. Development should seek to avoid coalescence
between Ringmer and Broyle Side through appropriate siting, massing and layout in
the northern part of the Site and limiting development in the southern part of the
Site. Consideration should be given to the Lewes District Open Space Strategy
(2020) for guidance on development in relation to an amenity green space and
potential green and blue infrastructure enhancements adjacent to the watercourse
across the Site. Broyle Side has a rural character due to the surrounding agricultural
landscape, any development should be screened from the approach to the village
from the north to retain the existing rural character.

The green infrastructure network on and surrounding the parcel should be protected
and enhanced to strengthen the local network where possible. Where the condition
of vegetation is fair, this should be improved where possible. Views should be
enhanced from local receptors, including the local PRoW network, such that the
South Downs National Park remains a prominent feature in the view.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to within
the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to Landscape
Character Area C2: Barcombe, Plumpton and Cooksbridge, Western Low Weald.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

60/90
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TabB8@Landscape Sensitivity Assessment for Broyle Side B

Baseline Narrative
Site Location Broyle Side B

Representative photograph
Northern extent: Mature vegetation and fields.

Eastern extent: Watercourse and field boundary following the extent of an LAA site (29RG).
Southern extent: B2192.

Western extent: Broyle Lane and the settlement boundary of Broyle Side (which is also the
boundary to the adjacent Landscape Character Area).

Noting this parcel extends further east and north outside the screened ZTV slightly due to an
LAA site (29RG). Noting that this parcel includes four LAA sites: 29RG, 64RG, 38RG and
30RG.

Character description The parcel covers a gently rolling area of land. The parcel contains predominantly medium-
scale field enclosures divided by low hedgerows. The south-west part of the parcel is within a
flood zone.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natural Englanddés National Character Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area
15 Eastern Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area D1: Glynde
and Ringmer Eastern Low Weald

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology The parcel is gently rolling from approximately +15m AOD from the settlement edge | 4/5
of Broyle Side in the south to +20m AOD in the northern and eastern parts pf the
parcel. A watercourse is located in the south of the parcel, located in flood zones 2
and 3, resultant susceptibility is higher. There is also the boundary of another
watercourse adjacent to the north-eastern boundary of the parcel.

Landcover The landcover predominantly comprises farmland which is divided by low managed | 3/5
hedgerows. Some scattered trees are present within hedgerows along the southern
boundary adjacent to Yeomans and along field edges in the north of the parcel
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however overall, the parcel has an open character, such that there is average
vegetation cover with some species diversity.

Land Use, Scale and The landcover includes managed agricultural land which has evidence of some 3/5

Pattern human activity, denoted by agricultural crop lines and well managed hedgerows.

The Site consists of Grade 3 (Good to Moderate Quality) agricultural land. The
landscape pattern is medium scale with some small-scale field enclosures but has a
sense of being larger scale due to a lack of intervening vegetation, susceptibility is
therefore considered to be medium.

Settlement and Identity The parcel has a close relationship to the settlement edge of Broyle Side due to its | 2/5
proximity to the settlement and road infrastructure. The remainder of the parcel is
largely undeveloped except for an isolated farmstead in the north. Susceptibility is
considered to be low due to the relationship with Broyle Side.

Condition The field and vegetation appear in fair condition with some vegetation structure and | 3/5
well-maintained vegetation, therefore exhibits a medium susceptibility to change.

B. Landscape Susceptibility 15/25

Total

C. Landscape Value

Designations The parcel is not covered by any statutory or local landscape designations, it is 1/5
therefore of lower landscape value.

Recreational The parcel is not publicly accessible, therefore has a lower susceptibility to change. | 1/5

Cultural Heritage and The parcel is not likely to have any cultural or association value, therefore 1/5

Association susceptibility is low.

Functional (ecological and | The parcel has an ecological function in the presence of well-maintained hedgerows | 3/5

green infrastructure) forming field boundaries which provide some value as wildlife habitat and corridors,
resulting in a medium susceptibility to change. The parcel also has a functional role
in providing a rural setting to Broyle Side from the east.

Perception The Landscape Character Area within which the parcel lies is considered to be 2/5
within the landscape and perceptual setting of the South Downs National Park and
fieldwork demonstrated this. The parcel is perceived as a rural undeveloped
agricultural landscape. There is a limited sense of both tranquillity and remoteness
due to proximity and relationship to the settlement edge of Broyle Side and noise
along the B2192 in proximity to the southern and eastern edges. Susceptibility is
therefore low.

D. Landscape Value Total 8/25

E. Landscape Sensitivity | In summary, key indicators of high sensitivity include the perception of the parcel as | 23/50

Total (B+D) an agricultural rural landscape, the functional value of the parcel in the setting of
Broyle Side from the east and flood risk in the southern part of the parcel. Indicators
of low sensitivity include lack of landscape designations, lack of public access to the
parcel and low likelihood of cultural heritage associations.

Visual Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
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F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The parcel is highly visible due to low managed vegetation and land use but does
not form an important feature within the view, therefore susceptibility is high.

4/5

Skylines

Due to the low-lying nature of the parcel, it is not considered to form part of the
skyline.

1/5

Scenic Quality

There is influence from development along the western edge of the parcel which is
visible from a distance due to low internal field edge vegetation. Movement is
moderately visible along this edge as well as along Yeomans, however in some
places this is lessened by the presence of mature trees along the southern parcel
edge. Scenic quality is provided by the undeveloped character of the parcel, wooded
backdrop north and the South Downs National Park south, susceptibility is
considered to be medium.

3/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.17) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of
development on the parcel is shown in all directions, including higher land within the
South Downs National Park to the south and west and the High Weald Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty to the north at a distance. Inter-visibility to the north,
east and west is high due to the open character of the parcel and rising landform to
the north. Field work demonstrated that inter-visibility to the south is limited by tree
cover of adjacent field enclosures in the immediate landscape, but views are
available from higher land, therefore contribution to the wider landscape is high.

4/5

Receptors

Receptors may include those driving along B2192 and individual properties on the
settlement edge of Broyle Side. There are no PRoW within the parcel, however
several routes within the local landscape enable views towards the parcel. The
susceptibility is considered to be very high due to the open nature of the parcel,
views in close proximity from the settlement edge and road network and elevated
views from the landscape to the south.

5/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

17/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any local or statutory designations. There is also
intervisibility with the South Downs National Park such that the parcel is considered
to form part of the visual setting.

3/5

Recognition and association

There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and art,
such that the visual value is very low.

1/5

Purpose of the view

Due to the proximity of the South Downs National Park, which provides sense of
place however the location is unlikely to be specifically visited for the view.

3/5

I. Visual Value Total

7/15

J. Visual Sensitivity Total
(G+I)

In summary, key indicators of high sensitivity include high levels of visibility into and
within the parcel, and inter-visibility with the wider landscape. Indicators of low
sensitivity include a very low likelihood or recognition or association and that the
parcel is seen in the context of Broyle Side.

24/40
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K. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (E+J)

47/90

L. Review and Comments

Small-scale and medium-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having a
medium sensitivity to small-scale and medium-scale residential development. This
parcel may have some potential to accommodate this type of development in some
defined situations. Development would need to consider the existing settlement
pattern of Broyle Side and be integrated in views on the approach to the village from
the east to retain the rural character. The medium sensitivity to change for the parcel
is considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

Should development come forwards, it should respect and enhance the rural
character of the settlement of Broyle Side on the approach to the settlement from
the east. Views from this approach should be directed or screened by strategically
located vegetation to soften the settlement edge and reducing the scale and
massing along the eastern edge of any development. Development would be most
appropriate along the existing settlement boundary and should respond to the
existing pattern. There are opportunities within the northern part of the parcel for
open space and new planting and also new recreational opportunities through the
parcel to connect into the surrounding local PRoW network.

Development should take account of flood risk within the southern part of the parcel
and include appropriate drainage solutions into proposals from the outset.

The green infrastructure network on and surrounding the parcel should be protected
and enhanced to strengthen the local network where possible. Where the condition

of vegetation is fair, this should be improved where possible.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to within
the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to Landscape
Character Area D1: Glynde and Ringmer Eastern Low Weald.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

47/90
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Tab4deLandscape Sensitivity Assessment for Broyle Side C

Baseline Narrative
Site Location Broyle Side C

Representative photograph
Northern extent: B2192

Eastern extent: Half Mile Drove, fields, mature vegetation and woodland blocks.

Southern extent: B2124.

Western extent: The settlement boundary of Broyle Side (which is also the boundary to the
adjacent Landscape Character Area).

Noting that this parcel includes three LAA sites: 48RG, 60RG and 65RG.

Character description The parcel covers a generally flat area of land. No notable watercourses are present, however
there are two ponds in the south-western corner. The parcel contains a mixture of field
enclosure sizes, which are divided by hedgerow and linear tree belts. There are pockets of
existing development within the parcel.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natur al Engl andds National Character Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area
15 Eastern Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area D1: Glynde
and Ringmer Eastern Low Weald

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology The parcel is on generally flat land at approximately +15m AOD. There are no 2/5
notable watercourses within the parcel boundary, however there are two ponds in
the south-west, overall susceptibility is low.

Landcover The landcover is predominantly grassland, which is divided by hedgerows, linear 4/5
tree lines and post and rail fencing. Field edge vegetation is sparse in some places
but generally tall and dense including mature trees suggesting species diversity and
providing a strong landscape framework.

Land Use, Scale and The landcover includes managed equestrian land which has evidence of some 4/5
Pattern human activity, denoted by manmade field boundaries. The parcel consists of Grade
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3 (Good to Moderate Quality) agricultural land. The field enclosures are a mixture in
scale, resulting in a higher susceptibility to change.

Settlement and Identity The parcel has a limited relationship to the wider settlement pattern due to 3/5
intervening vegetation internally and along the p a r c l®lindasy edge, which also
limits the influence of the B2192 on the parcel. However, the parcel is well
connected to localised isolated development, road infrastructure and an industrial
yard to the west.

Condition The fields and vegetation appear in good condition, therefore exhibit a higher 4/5
susceptibility to change.

B. Landscape Susceptibility 17125

Total

C. Landscape Value

Designations The parcel is not covered by any statutory or local landscape designations, it is 1/5
therefore of lower landscape value.

Recreational There does not appear to be public access into the parcel. 1/5

Cultural Heritage and The parcel does not appear to have any evidence of cultural or association value. 1/5

Association

Functional (ecological and | There is an ecological function associated with the parcel due to the mature field 4/5

green infrastructure) edge boundaries which connect to a wider green infrastructure network and the
ponds in the southern part of the parcel. This includes two woodland blocks on the
boundary which are identified within the National Forest Inventory, therefore
susceptibility is considered to be higher.

Perception The Landscape Character Area within which the parcel lies is considered to be 3/5
within the landscape and perceptual setting of the South Downs National Park and
fieldwork demonstrated this. The parcel is perceived as part of a rural undeveloped
agricultural landscape. Despite perceptible noise from the B2192, there is a sense of
tranquillity due to the cover of vegetation particularly around the boundary of the
parcel which provides a scenic quality. Remoteness is limited due to proximity to
development and the surrounding road infrastructure. The landscape has an
enclosed character and there is very limited settlement influence.

D. Landscape Value Total 10/25

E. Landscape Sensitivity | In summary, key indicators of high landscape sensitivity include vegetation cover, a |27/50

Total (B+D) strong landscape framework and contribution to the wider green infrastructure
network. Indicators of low sensitivity are the larger-scale field patterns and lack of
landscape designation and that the parcel is well related to the existing settlement
pattern and bound by road networks.

Visual Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility The parcel has limited visibility due to the enclosure provided by vegetation and lack | 2/5
of public access. Only glimpsed views are possible from the surrounding road
network.
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Skylines The parcel has an enclosed character and does not feature within a skyline due to 1/5
its low-lying nature.
Scenic Quality The parcel has limited influence from development such that the composition of the | 3/5
view is of medium scenic quality with limited movement and woodland edges visible.
Inter-visibility The screened ZTV (Figure D.18) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of 2/5
development on the parcel is shown mainly to the east and south, including higher
land within the South Downs National Park to the south and west and the High
Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to the north at a distance. Fieldwork
demonstrated that inter-visibility with the local landscape is considered to be limited
due to intervening vegetation on the parcel boundary and enclosure provided by
mature vegetation. There are views from higher landform further to the south.
Receptors Receptors are limited, the parcel is not publicly accessible and there is limited visual |2/5
interaction with the settlement edge of Broyle Side or surrounding properties, such
that susceptibility is low.
G. Visual Susceptibility 10/25
Total
H. Visual Value
Designations The parcel is not covered by any statutory designations or local designations, as 2/5
such susceptibility is low. There is intervisibility with the South Downs National Park
such that the parcel is considered to form part of the visual setting. However, the
value is reduced due to surrounding land uses in close proximity to the parcel.
Recognition and association | There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and art, 1/5
such that the visual value is very low.
Purpose of the view The proximity of the South Downs National Park provides a sense of place however | 3/5
the location is unlikely to be specifically visited for the view.
I. Visual Value Total 6/15
J. Visual Sensitivity Total |In summary, key indicators of high sensitivity include lack of movement and scenic | 17/40
(G+I) quality provided by vegetation within the parcel. Indicators of low sensitivity include
limited receptors due to lack of public access and no apparent reference to the view
in published studies, literature and art.
K. Landscape Sensitivity 44/90
Total (E+J)
L. Review and Comments |Small-scale and medium-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having a
medium-low sensitivity to small-scale and medium-scale residential development.
This parcel site can accommodate the relevant type of development in many
situations without significant adverse landscape or visual effects. This would depend
on retaining some perception of rural character along Half Mile Drove and
consideration of the existing settlement pattern. The medium-low sensitivity to
AECOM
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change for the parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and
visual terms.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

Should development come forwards, it should respect and enhance the settlement
pattern of Broyle Side. Any development proposed should respect the character,
including plot size and layout of properties adjacent to the south-west. Half Mile
Drove has a rural character, a lack of settlement and properties set back from the
road supports this rural character. Development should seek to respect this
characteristic feature with new landscape features, reducing massing on this edge
of the parcel and the potential for a new open space corridor adjacent to the eastern
edge of the parcel.

The green infrastructure network on and surrounding the parcel should be protected
and enhanced to strengthen the local network where possible. Where the condition
of vegetation is fair, this should be improved where possible. Vegetation should be
retained as far as practicable. Boundary vegetation is particularly important in
screening views into the parcel along the B2192 north and Half Mile Drove along the
eastern edge.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to within
the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to Landscape
Character Area D1: Glynde and Ringmer Eastern Low Weald.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

44/90
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Tab4deLandscape Sensiti viBryoyAlses eSisdnreendh f or

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative photograph

Broyle Side D

Northern extent: Residential land uses, B2124 and the settlement boundary of Broyle Side
Eastern extent: Neaves Lane and sewage works.

Southern extent: Sewage works, Potato Lane and vegetation.

Western extent: Chamberlaines Lane and the settlement boundary of Ringmer.

Noting that this parcel includes two LAA sites: 04RG and 07RG.

Character description

The parcel covers a gently undulating area of land. The parcel contains small-scale and
medium-scale field enclosures, which are divided by hedgerows and linear tree belts. A
watercourse affects the central part of the parcel, located in flood zones 2 and 3.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natural Englanddés National Character Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area
15 Eastern Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area D1: Glynde
and Ringmer Eastern Low Weald

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
A. Landscape Susceptibility
Landform and Hydrology The parcel is on gently undulating land from approximately +10m AOD in the 4/5

southern half of the parcel to +15m at the settlement edge along Laughton Road. A
watercourse flows through the centre of the parcel, located within flood zones 2 and
3, and the resultant susceptibility is higher.

Landcover

The landcover predominantly comprises grassland and unmanaged meadow, 3/5
divided by hedgerows of varying condition and linear tree belts. A mature line of
conifers forms a boundary around the adjacent sewage works within the east of the
parcel. Hedgerows are degraded or absent in some places and vegetation condition
is considered to be average.
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Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The land use includes agricultural land, which has evidence of human activity. The
parcel primarily consists of Grade 3 (Good to Moderate Quality) agricultural land.
The parcel also includes pockets of meadowland in low management. The
landscape pattern is of small-scale to medium-scale field enclosures, such that
susceptibility is considered to be medium.

3/5

Settlement and Identity

The northern part of the parcel has a close physical and visual relationship to the
southern settlement edge of Broyle Side along the B2124, due to higher elevation of
properties in comparison to the parcel. A Sewage Treatment Works is located
directly adjacent to the parcel however has limited influence due to tall screening
vegetation, however this is not characteristic of the local landscape character. The
parcel in general has an open character due to land use. Despite the relationship
with Broyle Side the parcel has a limited human influence. The parcel contributes to
the separate identity of Broyle Side and Ringmer and intermittent residential
development adjacent to Neaves Lane resulting in a high susceptibility.

4/5

Condition

The fields and vegetation appear in fair condition due to some degradation,
therefore the parcel exhibits a medium susceptibility to change.

3/5

B. Landscape Susceptibility
Total

17/25

C. Landscape Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any statutory or local landscape designations, it is
therefore of lower landscape value.

1/5

Recreational

The parcel is publicly accessible using one PRoW along the western boundary,
which connects Lewes Road to Potato Lane and the South Downs National Park,
however there is no public access on the parcel itself.

1/5

Cultural Heritage and
Association

The parcel appears to have reference to ancient enclosed agricultural land, as
evidenced in the East Sussex Historic Environment Record and resulting in
evidence of cultural or association value.

3/5

Functional (ecological and
green infrastructure)

The parcel has a functional value as undeveloped agricultural land within the setting
of the South Downs National Park. The meadow vegetation increases functionality.
The parcel protects the southern linear settlement pattern of Broyle Side along
Laughton Road and provides a gap between Broyle Side and Ringmer and
residential properties in Neaves Lane resulting in a higher susceptibility to change.

4/5

Perception

The Landscape Character Area within which the parcel lies is considered to be
within the landscape and perceptual setting of the South Downs National Park and
fieldwork demonstrated this. The parcel is perceived as undeveloped land. The
sense of tranquillity is relatively high despite influence from the settlement edge of
Broyle Side along the northern edge of the parcel and noise from the nearby B-
roads. A sense of remoteness is reduced due to the adjacent Sewage Treatment
Works.

3/5

D. Landscape Value Total

12/25

E. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (B+D)

In summary, key indicators of high sensitivity include flood risk across the central
section of the parcel, the perception of the parcel in relation to the adjacent South
Downs National Park and its function as a gap between Ringmer and Broyle Side.

30/50
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Indicators of low sensitivity include a lack of landscape designation and average
vegetation cover and quality and proximity to residential and infrastructure land uses
in the northern part of the parcel.

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The parcel has a moderate degree of visibility, the parcel is seen in the context of
the South Downs National Park in glimpsed views from Laughton Road, however
the lower elevation of the parcel lessens its visibility. Along the western edge of the
parcel, there is medium visibility from the local PRoW network which passes along
the western boundary of the parcel. There is also medium visibility from Potato Lane
to the south, obscured in places by the sewage works and seen in context with the
sewage works and development along the northern parcel edge, therefore not as an
important part of the view.

3/5

Skylines

Due to the low-lying nature of the parcel, it is not considered to form part of the
skyline.

1/5

Scenic Quality

There is some influence from development along the northern edge of the parcel
and glimpsed views of movement along nearby B-roads. There is limited movement
visible along Potato Lane however this appears to be infrequent. Scenic value is
provided by a wooded backdrop north and the South Downs National Park south.

3/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.19) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of
development on the parcel is shown to the east and south, including higher land
within the South Downs National Park to the south and west and small parts of the
High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to the north at a distance. Fieldwork
demonstrated that due to the general containment of the parcel from mature
vegetation and existing development in the local landscape but considering open
views south, the parcel is considered to have a moderate contribution to the wider
landscape in terms of inter-visibility.

3/5

Receptors

Receptors may include those using the PRoW adjacent to the boundary of the
parcel, due to open gaps in hedgerows or low or absent field edge vegetation. Other
receptors include individual properties along the northern edge of the parcel. Views
from users of the road network including the B2124 are typically glimpsed and see in
context of existing development. Receptors also include those using the adjacent
South Downs National Park to the south, which increases susceptibility particularly
in the southern part of the parcel, however this would be seen in the context of
surrounding settlement.

4/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

14/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to views
specifically. There is also inter-visibility with the South Downs National Park such
that the parcel is considered to form part of the visual setting but seen in the context
of residential land uses and the sewage works.

3/5

Recognition and association

There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and art,
such that the visual value is very low.

1/5
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Purpose of the view

Due to the proximity of the South Downs National Park, which provides sense of
place however the location is unlikely to be specifically visited for the view.

3/5

I. Visual Value Total

7/15

J. Visual Sensitivity Total
(G+I)

In summary, key indicators of high visual sensitivity includes visibility from the
PRoW through the parcel, scenic value and inter-visibility with the South Downs
National Park to the south. Indicators of low visual sensitivity include, a lack of
designations, limited degree of inter-visibility except to the south and lack of
likelihood that the parcel will be visited for the view.

21/40

K. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (E+J)

51/90

L. Review and Comments

Small-scale and medium-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having a
medium sensitivity to small-scale and medium-scale residential development. This
parcel may have some potential to accommodate the relevant type of development
in some defined situations. This would depend on protecting the character of the
view to and from the South Downs National Park. The medium sensitivity to change
for the parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual
terms.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

Should development come forwards, it should respect the existing settlement edge
of Broyle Side by being focused in the northern part of the parcel. Views should be
screened or framed from the PRoW network by new planting and open spaces
across the southern part of the parcel to limit the impact in views towards the South
Downs National Park. Any development should avoid coalescence or perception of
coalescence between Ringmer and Broyle Side and Neaves Lane, as such
development should be located to the north of the watercourse and screened with
new planting to provide physical and visual screening. Any development should take
into consideration the flood zone through the centre of the parcel and opportunities
to enhance the green and blue infrastructure.

Where field boundary vegetation has been lost and the condition of vegetation is
fair, this should be reinstated and improved where possible. The uncharacteristic
vegetation structure surrounding the sewage works could be improved to respond to
the local landscape character.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to within
the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to Landscape
Character Area D1: Glynde and Ringmer Eastern Low Weald.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

51/90
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Chail ey

Tab42LandscSepnesi ti vity Assessment for Chailey A

Baseline Narrative

Site Location Chailey A

Representative photograph

Northern extent: The settlement boundary of Chailey.

Eastern extent: The settlement boundary of Chailey and fields.
Southern extent: Mature vegetation and small watercourses.
Western extent: Mature vegetation.

Character description The parcel covers a undulating area of land. The parcel contains small-scale and medium-scale
field enclosures, which are split by a low-level hedgerow with several individual trees and linear
mature trees. The parcel also contains a large garden associated with a dwelling on the
southern edge of Chailey.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natural Englanddés National Character Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area
14: Western Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area C1:
Wivelsfield, Newick and Chailey Western Low Weald

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology The parcel is undulating from approximately +21m AOD in the west and +25m | 4/5
AOD in the south-east to +30m AOD in the central part of the parcel. The
landform is relatively more sloping in the western part. The southern boundary
of the parcel follows the line of a minor watercourse with two small ponds. The
parcel is not located within a flood zone, therefore resulting in a medium
susceptibility to change.

Landcover The eastern part of the parcel has evidence of low management regime due to | 3/5
scrub and meadow vegetation cover. There is a managed low-level hedgerow
adjacent to the A275, and within the western part of the parcel. The western

part of the parcel comprises grassland. The parcel is bound predominantly by
mature linear trees and hedgerow. This connects into a woodland block to the
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west, which is identified within the Priority Habitat Inventory, and to the east
with a vegetation subject to TPO. A local wildlife site also lies immediately to
the north, which suggests good species diversity. The condition appears to
medium, with some field boundary vegetation loss, which reduces the
susceptibility to medium.

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The land use includes agricultural in the western part of the parcel which has
evidence of human activity denoted by agricultural crop lines and gaps in field
boundary vegetation and low management grassland in the east. The parcel
consists of predominantly of Grade 3 (Good to Moderate Quality) agricultural
land, with a small section of Grade 4 (Poor Quality) agricultural land in the
north-western part of the parcel. The field enclosures are irregular in shape and
differ in size between small-scale and medium-scale.

4/5

Settlement and Identity

The parcel has limited influence due to intervening vegetation from scattered
development on the southern edge of Chailey and within the wider landscape,
including two-storey residential dwellings, farm buildings and a public house.
The parcel is in close proximity to the settlement pattern and broadly follows the
linear nature of development alongside roadsides in the south-eastern part and
nucleated nature of Chailey in the remainder of the parcel. The south-eastern
part of the parcel has a relationship with the countryside between the
settlements of South Street and Chailey, however noting that the settlement
boundary does extend south to broadly the edge of this parcel which lessens
susceptibility. The Chailey Green Conservation Area Appraisal notes that
Chailey is one of the few nucleated historic settlements. From the above, the
susceptibility is very high but noting a low susceptibility in the northern part of
the parcel adjacent to the irregular boundary of Chailey.

5/5

Condition

The condition of the vegetation within and on the boundaries of the parcel
appears to be fair with some hedgerow boundary gaps.

3/5

B. Landscape Susceptibility
Total

19/25

C. Landscape Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any statutory or local landscape designations,
therefore of lower landscape value.

1/5

Recreational

CRoW Access Land lies adjacent to the parcel. There is no public access onto
the parcel, resulting in very low recreational value.

1/5

Cultural Heritage and
Association

The parcel lies adjacent to Chailey Green Conservation Area and within the
context of St Peter 6s QGrddall*lsthd buildrigarhe e
western part of the parcel appears to have reference to ancient enclosed
agricultural land and eastern part as parks and gardens, as evidenced in the
East Sussex Historic Environment Record and resulting in evidence of cultural
or association value.

3/5

Functional (ecological and
green infrastructure)

The vegetation on and immediately adjacent to the parcel connects into the
wider green infrastructure network, including woodland identified within the
Priority Habitats Inventory. The meadowland also increases functional value.
Despite the settlement boundary and existing built form extending south in line
with the south-eastern boundary of the parcel, the parcel forms a small part of
the agricultural landscape between the settlements of Chailey and South Street
and therefore provides a high functional value.

4/5
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Perception

The parcel is perceived as part of the wider countryside, due to the intervening
vegetation and strong vegetation network on the southern edge of Chailey. This
is most notable for the eastern part of the parcel. The Landscape Character
Area within which the parcel lies is considered to be within the landscape and
perceptual setting of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty,
however the landscape and perceptual relationship is slightly reduced due to
distance between the parcel and the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty. Tranquillity and remoteness are reduced due to the close proximity and
relationship of the parcel with the settlement edge of Chailey and the A275 in
the eastern part of the parcel. The scenic quality is considered to be medium
due to the woodland edges in the local landscape. The Chailey Neighbourhood
Development Plan (2021) notes the dark skies within the area, increasing
landscape value to high.

4/5

D. Landscape Value Total

14/25

E. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (B+D)

In summary, the indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the functional
value of the parcel in terms of integration into the wider green infrastructure
network, proximity to ChaileyConser vati on Area and §
and part of the functional value of separating Chailey and South Street.
Indicators of low landscape sensitivity include a lack of designations and no
public access and proximity to existing residential land uses.

32/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The western part of the parcel is partially enclosed by mature linear trees and
hedgerow vegetation, both on the parcel boundaries and within the immediate
landscape. The central and eastern parts of the parcel are also partially
enclosed by existing development in the settlement of Chailey to the north and
mature vegetation on the western boundary, however this part of the parcel is
highly visible on the approach from South Street to Chailey along the A275 but
less so in the surrounding landscape. The western part of the parcel is visible in

thecont ext of St Petero6s Church, Chail
such that visual susceptibility is very high.

5/5

Skylines

Due to the containment of the parcel, it does not form part of the skyline, such
that visual susceptibility is very low.

1/5

Scenic Quality

The parcel has a very limited influence from development and the composition
of views have high scenic quality in
included in views. The movement along the A275 lessens the susceptibility to
high.

4/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.20) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility
of development on the parcel is shown in all directions, including higher land
within the South Downs National Park to the south. Fieldwork demonstrated
that due to the containment of the parcel from mature vegetation and existing
development, the parcel is considered to have a low contribution to the wider
landscape in terms of inter-visibility.

2/5

Receptors

There are partially screened views by mature trees along the northern edge of
the parcel into the parcel from a public footpath. The remainder of views from
the local PRoW network are unlikely due to intervening vegetation or built form.

Receptors also include residential properties from the edge of Chailey and road

3/5
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users along local roads, including the A275. Receptors also include those using
the adjacent CRoW Access Land. The locally promoted Chailey Link Walk does
not cross the parcel but lies near to the south-eastern edge of the parcel, which
increases susceptibility.

G. Visual Susceptibility 15/25
Total

H. Visual Value

Designations Within the Chailey Neighbourhood Development Plan 2019-2034, an identified | 4/5

t he
south

view within 6Vi ewscapes across (
named from St Pe tVisualyvalu€is u
therefore high. Inter-visibility with the South Downs National Park and High
Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty appeared unlikely during field work
such that the parcel is considered not to form part of the visual setting of the

designations. Visual value is considered to be high.

6vi ew

Recognition and association | There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and | 1/5
art, such that the visual value is very low.
Purpose of the view Due to the proximity of the parcel t|4/5
sense of place, and the location may be visited for the view.
I. Visual Value Total 9/15
J. Visual Sensitivity Total |In summary, indicators of high visual sensitivity include the proximity to St 24/40
(G+l) Peterdés Church, Chailey and the deisi
the Chailey Neighourhood Plan. Indicators of low visual sensitivity include the
fact that it does not form part of the skyline.
K. Landscape Sensitivity 57/90
Total (E+J)
L. Review and Comments | Small-scale and medium-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having
a medium sensitivity to small-scale and medium-scale residential development.
However, upon review it felt appropriate to increase the rating to high-medium
sensitivity to these types of development. This is predominantly due to the
connectivity of the parcel to the wider landscape, existing settlement pattern of
Chailey and function of the parcel as part of the landscape between South
Street and Chailey. The parcel is unlikely to be able to accommodate this type
of development or only in limited situations without significant adverse
character change or adverse visual effects. The high-medium sensitivity to
change for the parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and
visual terms.
M. Final score, summary | Should development come forwards, it should respect and enhance the context | 60/90

analysis and high-level
guidance

of StPet er 6 s Ch u.,rfar éxampl€ dremtionh of wew corridors to protect
existing views from the local road and PRoW network. The view identified within
the Chailey Neighbourhood Plan should be protected and enhanced where
possible. Views should be enhanced from local receptors, notably potential

views from the Chailey Link Walk. Development should be consistent with the
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existing nucleated settlement pattern of Chailey and avoid the perception of
coalescence with South Street to the south, which could be reduced with new
planting. Development could therefore be located in the northern part of the
parcel where the adjacent boundary to Chailey is irregular. This should be set
within a strong landscape framework.

The green and blue infrastructure network on and surrounding the parcel
should be protected and enhanced to strengthen the local network where
possible. Where field boundary vegetation has been lost and the condition of
vegetation is fair, this should be reinstated and improved where possible. The
dark skies within the local area should be protected by limiting the potential light
spillage by best practice design and avoiding or limiting as practicable. The
steeper landform in the parcel should be considered.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area C1: Wivelsfield, Newick and Chailey Western Low
Weald.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.
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Tab48Landscape Sensitivity Assessment for Chailey B

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative photograph

Chail ey B

Northern extent: Mature vegetation, woodland blocksand watercourse.

Eastern extent: Mature vegetation and woodland blocks.

Western extent: The settlement boundary of Chailey, woodland blocks and A275.
Southern extent: The settlement boundary of Chailey and A275.

Character description

The parcel covers an undulating area of land. The parcel contains predominantly large-scale
field enclosures, with one small-scale strip of land between the larger fields. Such fields are
typically separated by mature tree lined boundaries with hedgerow. The parcel also appears to
contain part of a garden associated with a dwelling on the southern edge of Chailey as a tennis
court lies within the parcel area.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natur al Engl andds National Character Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area
14: Western Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area C1:
Wivelsfield, Newick and Chailey Western Low Weald

Landscape Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology

The parcel is undulating from the highest point of approximately +32m AOD in the 5/5
central part to a lowest point of +19m AOD in the north-eastern part of the parcel.
The remainder of the parcel typically lies between +25m AOD and +30m AOD.
There are several small ponds near to the parcel boundaries. The lowest points of
the parcel are associated with the course of a minor watercourse which runs through
the central and the north-eastern edge of the parcel. This minor watercourse is also
within Flood Zone 2 and 3, which increases susceptibility but noting that it is only in
a small part of the overall parcel.

Landcover

The landcover comprises grassland which is divided and bound by mature linear 4/5
tree lined boundaries with hedgerow. The vegetation on the parcel connects into

similarly mature linear tree belts and woodland blocks within the wider landscape,
including riparian vegetation along watercourses. Several of the mature vegetated
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blocks on the boundaries of the parcel are identified within the Priority Habitats
Inventory and a local nature reserve lies adjacent to the north-western boundary,
which suggests good species diversity of the boundary vegetation of the parcel.
There are also individual parkland trees within the southernmost part of the parcel.
The condition is high.

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The land use is agricultural overall which has evidence of some human activity
denoted by agricultural crop lines, including arable land use in the northern part. The
southern part includes evidence of low management regime due to grassland and
meadow vegetation cover. The north-western and southern part of the parcel
consists of Grade 3 (Good to Moderate Quality) agricultural land and the central part
of the parcel consists of Grade 4 (Poor Quality) agricultural land. The scale of the
parcel is typically large-scale with a relatively simplistic landscape structure of
vegetated field boundaries, except the southernmost field with individual parkland
trees which increases susceptibility.

3/5

Settlement and Identity

Whilst the parcel lies adjacent to the settlement boundary, due to the general
containment of the parcel by mature vegetation and landform, there is a relatively
weak relationship with the settlement of Chailey and surrounding development
within the wider landscape. The settlement of Chailey is nucleated, however
development of the parcel would considerably extend the settlement pattern
eastwards and potentially merge with a cluster of existing development adjacent to
Cinder Hill Road, this increases susceptibility. The Chailey Green Conservation
Area Appraisal notes that Chailey is one of the few nucleated historic settlements,
which increases the susceptibility to high.

45

Condition

The condition of the mature vegetation appears to be good with a few minor gaps.

4/5

B. Landscape Susceptibility
Total

20/25

C. Landscape Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any statutory or local landscape designations, therefore
of lower landscape value.

1/5

Recreational

A public footpath crosses through the southern part of the parcel, from within the
settlement area of Chailey through to the wider countryside. There is also CRoW
Access Land on the north-western edge of the parcel, adjacent to the A275. The
locally promoted Chailey Link Walk lies adjacent to the southern boundary of the
parcel along Cinder Hill.

3/5

Cultural Heritage and
Association

The southern part of the parcel appears to have reference to a historic park and
garden, as evidenced in the East Sussex Historic Environment Record. The
northern part of the parcel appears to have reference to ancient enclosed
agricultural land and southern part as parks and gardens, as evidenced in the East
Sussex Historic Environment Record and resulting in evidence of cultural or
association value.

4/5

Functional (ecological and
green infrastructure)

The mature vegetation networks across the parcel link into a mature green
infrastructure network in the surrounding area, including a local nature reserve and
woodland identified within the Priority Habitats Inventory. The meadowland also
increases functional value. The northern part of the parcel also has some functional
value in terms of part of the agricultural landscape separating the settlements of
Chailey and North Chailey, noting the intervening land, and also from wider pockets
of development in the local landscape, such that susceptibility is high.

4/5
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Perception

The parcel is generally perceived as being part of the wider agricultural landscape
rather than the settlement edge of Chailey, due to the valley landform and
vegetation patterns. The further from the settlement edge and A275, the stronger
the sense of tranquillity and remoteness increases. The scenic quality is also high
due to woodland edges and the watercourse corridor. The Landscape Character
Area within which the parcel lies is considered to be within the landscape and
perceptual setting of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, however
the landscape and perceptual relationship is slightly reduced due to distance
between the parcel and the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The
Chailey Neighbourhood Development Plan (2021) notes the dark skies within the
area, increasing landscape value.

4/5

D. Landscape Value Total

16/25

E. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (B+D)

In summary, indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the flood zone through
the parcel, functional value of habitat connectivity and part of the agricultural
landscape between Chailey and North Chailey, noting the intervening land, and a
good condition of vegetation on the parcel. Indicators of low landscape sensitivity
are limited to that the parcel is not covered by any statutory or local landscape
designations.

36/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

Due to the undulating local landscape, views are available into the parcel framed by
vegetation. The parcel is partially contained by mature vegetation on the boundaries
and within the local landscape, which results in limited visibility. There are potentially
views from higher land to the north of the parcel near to North Chailey, which
increases the susceptibility.

3/5

Skylines

The vegetation on the parcel is very tall in the surrounding landscape and is
considered to form part of the wooded skyline and is an important feature.

4/5

Scenic Quality

There is limited influence from development and movement due to general
containment of the parcel. There is a high scenic quality from woodland edges and
the watercourse which passes through the parcel.

4/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.21) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of
development on the parcel is shown in all directions, including higher land within the
South Downs National Park to the south. Fieldwork demonstrated that due to the
containment of the site by residential development and mature woodland, inter-
visibility with the wider landscape is low.

2/5

Receptors

Receptors include views from residential receptors within scattered properties near
to the boundaries of the parcel, however noting a lack of inter-visibility typically due
to mature vegetation. Views from users of the local road network, including the
A275, are also limited by vegetation into the northern part but partial views are
available through mature trees and within their gaps into the southern part.
Receptors also include those using the CRoW Access Land on the north-western
edge of the parcel. There are views from the public footpath that passes through the
parcel and PRoW in the local landscape on higher ground, however the majority of
views from the local PRoW network and locally promoted Chailey Link Walk are
heavily screened by intervening vegetation, which reduces susceptibility to medium.

3/5
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G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

17/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

Within the Chailey Neighbourhood Development Plan 2019-2034, an identified view
within the O6Viewscapes across Chail eybd
&iew south-west from the Chailey Link Walk overlooking Chailey Green and the
Sout h Downs i nnter-isibilitydwittsthe &outh ®@wvns National Park

and High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty appeared unlikely during field
work such that the parcel is considered not to form part of the visual setting of the
designations. Visual value is considered to be high.

4/5

Recognition and association

There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and art,
such that the visual value is very low.

1/5

Purpose of the view

The parcel is often not viewed in the context of development due to mature
vegetation on its boundaries and the sporadic nature of development in the vicinity.
The view may be enjoyed by those present.

3/5

I. Visual Value Total

8/15

J. Visual Sensitivity Total
(G+I)

In summary, indicators of high visual sensitivity include the limited influence of
development and movement due to containment of the parcel and the identification
of the view towards the parcel in Chailey Neighbourhood Plan. The indicators of low
visual sensitivity include the no apparent reference to the view in published studies,
literature and art.

25/40

K. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (E+J)

61/90

L. Review and Comments

Small-scale and medium-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having a
high-medium sensitivity to small-scale and medium-scale residential development.
The parcel is unlikely to be able to accommodate the relevant type of development
overall or only in limited situations, without significant adverse character change or
adverse visual effects. This is due to the valley landform, adjacent settlement
pattern, parkland landscape and functional value of the parcel. The high-medium
sensitivity to change for the parcel is therefore considered an appropriate conclusion
in landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

Should development come forwards, it should take into consideration the flood zone
across the central part and north-eastern edge of the parcel. The mature vegetation
on the parcel and its boundaries should be protected and enhanced to integrate
further into the wider green infrastructure network. There is a notable opportunity for
this within the northern part of the parcel, to further connect into the local wildlife
site.

Any new development should considerthe nort hern part of
part of the agricultural landscape between Chailey and North Chailey, including a
new strong landscape framework to limit the visual perception of merging.
Development should not result in the merging of Chailey with pockets of
development to the east of the parcel, as this would not be consistent with the scale
and pattern of the existing nucleated, historic settlement pattern of Chailey. The

61/90
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parkland trees and landscape within the southern part of the parcel should be
protected.

Views from the local PRoW network, including elevated views from the north from
the Chailey Link Walk, should be protected and enhanced. The public footpath
through the parcel should be protected. The dark skies within the local area should
be protected by limiting the potential light spillage by best practice design and
avoiding or limiting as practicable.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to within
the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to Landscape
Character Area C1: Wivelsfield, Newick and Chailey Western Low Weald.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.
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Tab4d4éLandscape Sensitivity Assessment for Chailey C

Baseline Narrative

Site Location Chailey C

Representative photograph

Northern extent: Mature vegetation, residential land uses and woodland blocks, including
ancient woodland.

Eastern extent: Settlement boundary of Chailey and the A275.

Southern extent: Woodland blocks, a watercourse and the settlement boundary of Chailey.
Western extent: Woodland blocks including ancient woodland.

Character description The parcel covers an undulating area of land. The parcel consists of large-scale fields which

are divided by a mature linear belt of trees broadly along one boundary and individual scattered
trees along the other. Land use is predominantly agricultural. The parcel also contains a
waterbody, identified as a 6moatdé on Ordnan

The parcel is covered by:

T Natur al Engl andds National Character Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area
14: Western Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area C1:
Wivelsfield, Newick and Chailey Western Low Weald

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology The parcel is undulating between approximately +40m AOD in the north-eastern 5/5
part to +20m AOD on the southern edge. There is a small pond along the northern
edge of the parcel, as well as a larger waterbody along the southern edge, identified
as a O6moatdé on Or dn amiocoewat®raoursegoyms itha soythem g
boundary of the parcel, and a tributary extends north-westerly, following the
boundary of field enclosures within the parcel. The minor watercourse along the
southern boundary is within Flood Zone 2 and 3, which increases susceptibility but
noting that it is only in a small part of the overall parcel. The sloping land is very

prominent on the parcel, increasing the susceptibility to very high.

Landcover The landcover comprises grassland which is divided by a mature linear belt of trees | 4/5
broadly along one boundary and individual scattered trees along the other. There
are also several scattered individual mature trees within the field enclosures. The
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field enclosures are bound by predominantly mature tree and hedgerow vegetation,
as well as sections of solely low-level hedgerow or individual trees. Adjacent to the
boundaries of the parcel, pockets of woodland vegetation are identified within the
Priority Habitats Inventory, as well as designations such as ancient woodland and a
local wildlife site, which suggests good species diversity within the mature boundary
vegetation of the parcel. The condition is high.

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The land use is primarily agricultural which has evidence of some human activity.
This includes pastoral and equestrian use. The northern part of the parcel consists
of Grade 3 (Good to Moderate Quality) agricultural land and the southern part
consists of Grade 4 (Poor Quality) agricultural land. The pattern is large-scale, which
is less susceptible to the types of development proposed.

2/5

Settlement and Identity

Despite the parcel being adjacent to the settlement boundary, due to the mature
vegetation surrounding the parcel and isolated pockets of development surrounding
the parcel, including a school, farmstead and residential dwellings set within large
gardens, there is a limited human and settlement influence. Development of the
parcel would also considerably expand the settlement area of Chailey northwards,
potentially joining to an existing farmstead immediately north of the parcel and part
of the agricultural land between Chailey and North Chailey. The Chailey Green
Conservation Area Appraisal notes that Chailey is one of the few nucleated historic
settlements in the area, which increases the susceptibility to high.

4/5

Condition

The condition of the vegetation within the parcel and its boundaries appears to be
good.

4/5

B. Landscape Susceptibility
Total

19/25

C. Landscape Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any statutory or local landscape designations, therefore
of lower landscape value.

1/5

Recreational

An area of CRoW Access Land lies along the eastern boundary of the parcel, as
well as a public footpath which lies along the western boundary, however there is no
public access on the parcel itself.

1/5

Cultural Heritage and
Association

There is potentially some evidence of cultural heritage and association value in the
southern part of the parcel, as there
mapping. The parcel lies adjacent to Chailey Green Conservation Area and a Grade
11 listed building lies within the farmstead immediately to the north. The north-eastern
part of the parcel appears to have reference to ancient enclosed agricultural land, as
evidenced in the East Sussex Historic Environment Record and resulting in
evidence of cultural or association value.

4/5

Functional (ecological and
green infrastructure)

The mature vegetation within the parcel connects into the wider mature green
infrastructure network, including woodland and a local wildlife site. The parcel also
has a function in terms of part of the agricultural land separating Chailey and North
Chailey but noting the intervening land. The parcel is considered to have a high
functional value.

4/5

Perception

Due to the land use and mature vegetation across the parcel, the parcel is perceived
to form part of the agricultural landscape surrounding Chailey. The Landscape
Character Area within which the parcel lies is considered to be within the landscape
and perceptual setting of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty,
however the landscape and perceptual relationship is slightly reduced due to

4/5
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distance between the parcel and the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty. Tranquillity and remoteness are partially reduced in the eastern part of the
parcel alongside the A275 but remain relatively high across the remainder of the
parcel due to intervening mature vegetation and no development. The Chailey
Neighbourhood Development Plan (2021) notes the dark skies within the area,
increasing landscape value.

D. Landscape Value Total

15/25

E. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (B+D)

In summary, key indicators of high landscape sensitivity include functional value of
the parcel in terms of mature vegetation connectivity and part of the agricultural land
between Chailey and North Chailey, but noting the intervening land, as well as good
condition and its perception as part of the wider agricultural landscape and landform.
Indicators of low landscape sensitivity include the large-scale pattern of the field
enclosures and a lack of landscape designation and no public access.

35/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The parcel is generally well enclosed by mature vegetation and existing
development in the surrounding landscape, but with local visibility from the
surrounding PRoW, notably to the south on relatively lower ground, resulting in a
medium degree of visibility. There are unlikely to be views from higher land to the
north of the parcel near to North Chailey due to tall, mature vegetation in the
northern part of the parcel.

3/5

Skylines

The vegetation on the parcel is very tall in the surrounding landscape and is
considered to form part of the wooded skyline and is an important feature.

4/5

Scenic Quality

Due to mature vegetation both within the parcel and the local landscape, there is
limited influence from development and movement. There is also a high scenic
quality from riparian mature vegetation along watercourses and woodland edges.

4/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.22) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of
development on the parcel is shown in all directions, including higher land within the
South Downs National Park to the south. Fieldwork demonstrated that due to the
containment of the parcel in the short to medium distance by mature woodland
blocks, inter-visibility with the wider landscape is considered to be low.

2/5

Receptors

Receptors include partial views into the parcel from residential receptors in scattered
properties near to the boundaries of the parcel. There may also be partial views
from other users adjacent to the parcel, including road users along the A275 but
noting mature vegetation adjacent which largely screens views and those using
educational facilities at the school and workers at the farmstead. There are direct
views into the parcel from the public footpath along the western boundary of the
parcel. Receptors also include those using the area of CRoW Access Land lies
along the eastern boundary of the parcel. The locally promoted Chailey Link Walk
lies approximately 250m to the west of the parcel, where the vegetation is weaker
on this edge therefore there are potential views into the parcel from this route,
resulting in a high susceptibility.

4/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

17/25

AECOM
155




Lewes Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Project number: 60676353

H. Visual Value

Designations

Within the Chailey Neighbourhood Development Plan 2019-2034, an identified view
within the O6Viewscapes across Chail eybd
6 v i e w-wesbftorh the Chailey Link Walk overlooking Chailey Green and the
South Downsint h e di dnteravisibilgyavith the South Downs National Park

and High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty appeared unlikely during field
work such that the parcel is considered not to form part of the visual setting of the
designations. Visual value is considered to be high.

4/5

Recognition and association

There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and art,
such that the visual value is very low.

1/5

Purpose of the view

The parcel is often not viewed in the context of development due to mature
vegetation on its boundaries and the sporadic nature of development in the vicinity.
The location of the view may be enjoyed by those present.

3/5

I. Visual Value Total

8/15

J. Visual Sensitivity Total
(G+1)

In summary, indicators of high visual sensitivity include the nature of the receptors
surrounding the parcel, including from the locally promoted Chailey Link Walk and a
high scenic quality. The indicators of low visual sensitivity include containment of the
parcel in the short to medium distance which reduces inter-visibility with the wider
landscape.

25/40

K. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (E+J)

60/90

L. Review and Comments

Small-scale and medium-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having a
high-medium sensitivity to small-scale and medium-scale residential development.
The parcel is unlikely to be able to accommodate this type of development or only in
limited situations without significant adverse character change or adverse visual
effects. Development would need to respect the existing settlement pattern of
Chailey, avoid sensitive parts of the parcel and respect the gap between Chailey
and North Chailey. The high-medium sensitivity to change for the parcel is
considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

Should development come forwards, it should take into consideration the flood zone
along the southern edge of the parcel. The mature vegetation on the parcel and its
boundaries should be protected and enhanced to integrate further into the wider
green infrastructure network. There is a notable opportunity for this within the
northern part of the parcel, to further connect into the local wildlife site. There are
also opportunities to enhance the blue infrastructure within the parcel.

Vegetation should be retained alongside the A275 to protect the tranquillity and
scenic quality of the parcel. The tall, mature vegetation on the parcel should be
retained as it forms an important part of the wooded skyline. The dark skies within
the local area should be protected by limiting the potential light spillage by best
practice design and avoiding or limiting as practicable.

Any new devel opment should respect
landscape between development. This could include a new strong landscape
framework alongside the northern edge of any proposed development. Development

par

60/90
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should be avoided within the western part of the parcel, where connectivity with the
A275 and settlement edge of Chailey reduces. Cultural associations should be
protected, including the 6émoat.6 within

Views from the local PRoW network, including elevated views from the north from
the Chailey Link Walk, should be protected and enhanced. The public footpath
adjacent to the parcel should be protected. Shorter distance views from users of the
Chailey Link Walk to the west could be protected should development come
forwards by strengthening landscape planting on the western boundary of the
parcel, which would further enhance the local green infrastructure network. Adjacent
woodland and ancient woodland should be protected by ensuring development is
offset in relation to root protection areas, and an appropriate stand-off provided.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to within
the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to Landscape
Character Area C1: Wivelsfield, Newick and Chailey Western Low Weald.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.
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Cooksbridge

Tab4dBLandscape

Sensitivity Assessment for Cooksbridge

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative photograph

Cooksbridge A

Northern extent: Watercourse and mature vegetation.

Eastern extent: A275.

Southern extent: Settlement boundary of Cooksbridge.
Western extent: Railway line and South Downs National Park.

Noting this parcel contains one LAA site 11HY.

Character description

The parcel covers a low-lying area of land, with landform gently falling towards a watercourse
that flows along the northern boundary. The parcel comprises small to medium scale irregular
fields, divided by linear networks of mature hedgerow trees and hedgerows of variable quality
and condition. Areas of riparian vegetation line the northern edge of the parcel. Land use is

dominated by arable farming.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natural Englanddés National Character Area
1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area

14: Western Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area C2:

Barcombe, Plumpton and Cooksbridge Western Low Weald

Landscape Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology

The parcel is low-lying and gently undulating, situated between approximately
+15m AOD in the north of the parcel to +22m AOD in the south of the parcel. The
landform gently falls towards a tributary of the River Ouse that flows along the
northern boundary. The eastern part of the parcel is located on higher land than
the adjacent A275. The northern part of the parcel associated with the
watercourse lies within Flood Zones 2 and 3, which increases susceptibility, but
noting that it is only in a small part of the overall parcel.

4/5
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Landcover

Landcover comprises grassland, which is divided by linear vegetation and scrub,
with scattered hedgerow trees. These linear boundaries are linked to blocks of
riparian vegetation along the northern boundary and a linear tree belt which
borders the railway line on the south-western boundary of the parcel. There is a
medium degree of vegetation cover and species diversity, resulting in a medium
susceptibility to change.

3/5

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The land use comprises a mixture of arable and pastoral land, which is classified
as Grade 3 (Good to Moderate) Agricultural Land. The field scale is generally
small to medium-scale, with an irregular field pattern. The sinuous route of the
tributary along the northern boundary of the parcel contributes to the irregularity
of the parcel. Overall, this results in a medium susceptibility to change.
Susceptibility to medium-scale residential development is higher, with a lower
likelihood of retaining the field boundaries.

Small-scale
residential
development:
3/5

Medium-
scale
residential
development:
4/5

green infrastructure)

hedgerow trees that are connected to riparian vegetation and the linear tree belt
along the railway line. The linear networks of vegetation along field boundaries
and the railway line contribute to the functioning of natural and ecological
systems. The eastern part of the parcel has some functionality as a perceptual

Settlement and Identity There is no settlement within the parcel, however there is a strong relationship 2/5
with the settlement edge of Cooksbridge along the southern edge of the parcel.
The parcel is also bound by road and rail transport routes to the east and west,
which have an influence on the parcel by physically containing it. Overall, this
results in a lower susceptibility to change.
Condition Condition of the parcel appears to be average, with some gaps in hedgerows. As | 3/5
such, the landscape susceptibility is medium.
B. Landscape Susceptibility Small-scale
Total residential:
15/25
Medium-
scale
residential:
6/25
C. Landscape Value
Designations The South Downs National Park is very close proximity to the parcel on the 3/5
south-western edge, as such the parcel is in the setting of the National Park.
Overall, this results in a medium landscape value.
Recreational There are a low number of public rights of way within the parcel which this results | 3/5
in a medium landscape value.
Cultural Heritage and The Hamsey (Cooksbridge) Conservation Area Appraisal states that the rural 3/5
Association setting of the village contributes to the character of the village which should be
conserved and enhanced, which results in a medium landscape value given the
majority of the parcel is not immediately adjacent to the conservation area. The
eastern and western parts of the parcel appear to have reference to ancient
enclosed agricultural land, as evidenced in the East Sussex Historic Environment
Record and resulting in evidence of cultural or association value.
Functional (ecological and | There is ecological value to the parcel via the network of hedgerows and 5/5
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gap between Cooksbridge and Old Cooksbridge, as well as providing a rural
context to the South Downs National Park. Overall, this results in a very high
landscape value.

Perception

The Landscape Character Area within which the parcel lies is considered to be
within the landscape and perceptual setting of the South Downs National Park.
Field work confirmed this. The western part of the parcel has a sense of
remoteness, due to layers of vegetation which create a sense of enclosure.
However, the proximity to the railway line reduces tranquillity, as a result of
movement and noise. The sense of remoteness in the south-eastern field is also
reduced because of the influence from Cooksbridge settlement edge and
movement along the A275. Overall, this results in a medium value.

3/5

D. Landscape Value Total

17/25

E. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (B+D)

In summary, indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the functional value
of the parcel in terms of ecological systems and being within the landscape and
perceptual setting of the South Downs National Park. The indicators of low
landscape sensitivity include the close proximity to Cooksbridge settlement edge
and the railway line and A road.

Small-scale
residential:
32/50

Medium-
scale
residential:
33/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The visibility of the parcel is varied from the surrounding landscape. There are
direct views into the parcel from the A275 route and the northern settlement edge
of Cooksbridge, as well as glimpsed views through mature vegetation into the
parcel from the South Downs National Park and the railway line to the south. The
parcel is also visible from the scattered properties, which would be viewed in the
context of the South Downs National Park. This results in a very high visual
susceptibility.

5/5

Skylines

The parcel sits on a relatively low area of land and there are no important
landmark features within the view, as such it does not form the skyline. This
results in a very low susceptibility to change.

1/5

Scenic Quality

The settlement edge of Cooksbridge has medium influence on the parcel,
especially in the east, such that the composition of the view is of average quality.
High levels of movement associated with the A275 and the railway line reduces
the scenic quality of views, which overall results in a medium susceptibility to
change.

3/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.23) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility
of development on the parcel is shown mainly to the north and west, including
higher land within the South Downs National Park to the south. Field work
demonstrated that inter-visibility is high with adjacent landscapes, due to
surrounding raised landform. However, views are often glimpsed as a result of
mature vegetation. Overall, the parcel has a high contribution to the wider
landscape in terms of inter-visibility.

4/5

Receptors

There are potentially a high number of receptors with views to the parcel,
including motorists travelling on the A275 and users of the adjacent railway line.
Receptors also include residential receptors on the northern boundary of

4/5
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Cooksbridge and recreational users of the adjacent South Downs National Park.
As such, this results in a high susceptibility to change.

G. Visual Susceptibility 17/25
Total
H. Visual Value
Designations The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to 3/5
views specifically. There is inter-visibility with the South Downs National Park, as
such the parcel forms the visual setting of the national park, which results in a
medium visual value.
Recognition and In the Cooksbridge (Hamsey) Conservation Area appraisal, there is reference to | 3/5
association the importance of local rural views in providing setting to the conservation area,
noting that the majority of the parcel does not lie adjacent to the conservation
area. Local reference to the view results in a low visual value.
Purpose of the view Due to the proximity of the South Downs National Park, there is a strong sense | 5/5
of place, and the location is likely to be visited for the view.
I. Visual Value Total 11/15
J. Visual Sensitivity Total |In summary, indicators of high visual sensitivity include high general visibility, 28/40
(G+I) inter-visibility with the South Downs National Park and the high number of
receptors. Indicators of low visual sensitivity include the fact that it does not form
part of the skyline.
K. Landscape Sensitivity Small-scale
Total (E+J) residential:
60/90
Medium-
scale
residential:
61/90
L. Review and Comments | Small-scale and medium-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having
medium-high sensitivity to small-scale and medium-scale residential
development. This parcel is unlikely to be able to accommodate this type of
development or only in limited situations, without adversely affecting the
character of Cooksbridge and the setting of the South Downs National Park. The
medium-high sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered an appropriate
conclusion in landscape and visual terms.
M. Final score, summary | Should development come forwards, the mature vegetation, hedgerow trees and | Small-scale
analysis and high-level riparian vegetation within the parcel should be protected where possible and residential:
guidance designs should conserve and enhance these landscape features. 60/90
Any new development should acknowledge the existing settlement pattern of
Cooksbridge and be sensitively designed in the context of the conservation area
AECOM
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and the South Downs National Park. Development should be concentrated in the
southern part of the parcel, accounting for requirements for the amenity value of
new development in respect of the railway line, with open space and new
planting across the northern part of the parcel to protect the perceived gap

between Cooksbridge and Old Cooksbridge and setting to the conservation area.

Reducing the scale of development to smaller scale and lower densities towards
the northern part of the parcel would ensure a more sympathetic transition in
scale to the wider landscape.

Development should be avoided within the flood zones. The public rights of way
should be protected and enhanced, to promote connectivity within the
development and to the wider landscape.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area C2: Barcombe, Plumpton and Cooksbridge Western
Low Weald.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

Medium-
scale
residential:
61/90
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Tab4@Landscape Sensitivity Assessment for Cooksbridge B

Baseline Narrative
Site Location Cooksbridge B

Representative photograph
Northern extent: Watercourse and mature vegetation.

Eastern extent: Fields and mature vegetation.

Southern extent: Mature vegetation, railway line, and fields and settlement edge of
Cooksbridge.

Western extent: A275.

Noting that a DSS in the LAA extends further to the south-east outside the screened ZTV,
however this is covered within the DSS assessment within the Landscape Sensitivity
Assessment. Noting that this parcel includes one LAA site: 11HY.

Character description The parcel is gently rolling, with landform generally falling towards a tributary of the River Ouse
along the northern boundary of the parcel. The parcel comprises agricultural land, with a range
of enclosure sizes and irregular field boundaries which are divided by linear networks of mature
hedgerow trees and hedgerows of variable quality and condition.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natural Englanddés National Character Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area
14: Western Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023)- LCA C2: Barcombe, Plumpton and
Cooksbridge Western Low Weald

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology The landform is gently rolling, falling from approximately +30m AOD in the 4/5
south to +15m AOD in the north. A tributary of the River Ouse flows in an
easterly direction along the northern boundary of the parcel, which is located
within flood zones 2 and 3. The flood zones increase susceptibility but noting
that they are only in a small part of the overall parcel.

Landcover The main landcover comprises grassland, enclosed by low hedgerows 3/5
containing scattered, mature hedgerow trees which are more evident within the
northern part of the parcel. These hedgerow boundaries link to deciduous
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woodland blocks to the north and north-east of the parcel which are identified
within the Priority Habitat Inventory, and linear riparian vegetation along the
northern boundary, which indicates high species diversity of boundary
vegetation. The southern part of the parcel comprises more individual trees
within field enclosures and less dense boundary vegetation. There is an
average vegetation cover in varying condition, resulting in a medium
susceptibility to change.

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

Land use comprises grazing pasture in the east and arable land in the west
and south of the parcel. Most of the parcel is classified as Grade 3 (Good to
Moderate) Agricultural Land, with a small area of Grade 4 (Poor Quality)
Agricultural Land in the north-east. Fields are a range of sizes and the sinuous
route of the tributary along the north-eastern boundary and the winding lane
running through the centre of the parcel contributes to the irregular pattern. The
field scale is generally larger in the southern part of the parcel. On balance, the
varied scale and pattern of agricultural land and a mid-range agricultural land
classification result in medium susceptibility.

3/5

Settlement and Identity

Development within the parcel is limited to a small-scale sewage works in the
centre of the parcel and a road passing through. The parcel is bound by the
A275 on the western extent and a railway line and settlement boundary of
Cooksbridge on the southern boundary. There is a strong relationship with the
settlement pattern of Cooksbridge in the south and west of the parcel.
However, due to the rising landform towards the east and intervening
vegetation, the eastern part of the parcel is visually and physically separated
from Cooksbridge settlement pattern.

3/5

Condition

The vegetation on the parcel appears in generally good condition, with
evidence of positive management. There are however some gaps in
hedgerows in the east of the parcel. As such, there is a high susceptibility to
change.

4/5

B. Landscape Susceptibility
Total

17/25

C. Landscape Value

Designations

The parcel is located within the setting of the South Downs National Park, with
the National Park located on the western boundary of the parcel. This
increases the value of the landscape and results in a medium-high landscape
value. A very small part of the northern edge of the parcel lies just within the
Hamsey (Cooksbridge) Conservation Area, however due to the size this is not
considered to affect the scoring.

3/5

Recreational

A low number of PRoW are located within the parcel, which results in limited
public access into the parcel, as such the landscape value is medium.

3/5

Cultural Heritage and
Association

The Hamsey (Cooksbridge) Conservation Area Appraisal states that the rural
setting of the village contributes to the character of the village which should be
conserved and enhanced, which results in a medium landscape value given
the majority of the parcel is not immediately adjacent to the conservation area.
The parcel appears to have reference to ancient enclosed agricultural land, as
evidenced in the East Sussex Historic Environment Record and resulting in
evidence of cultural or association value.

3/5

Functional (ecological and
green infrastructure)

The network of hedgerows and hedgerow trees within the parcel, that are
connected to riparian vegetation and deciduous woodland blocks identified

4/5

AECOM
164




Lewes Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Project number: 60676353

within the Priority Habitat Inventory, contribute to the functioning of rich natural
and ecological systems. The north-western part of the parcel also acts as a
perceptual gap between Cooksbridge and Old Cooksbridge. As such, the
landscape value is high.

Perception

There is a sense of remoteness in the eastern part of the parcel, due to limited
influence from surrounding development, as a result of landform and
intervening vegetation. The parcel is within the perceptual setting of the South
Downs National Park, which increases the scenic qualities of the parcel.
However, the proximity to Cooksbridge settlement edge in the south and
western part of the parcel reduces the sense of remoteness. Tranquillity is also
limited in the north-western part of the parcel as a result of the proximity to the
A275 and railway line. Overall, there is a medium value.

3/5

D. Landscape Value Total

17/25

E. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (B+D)

In summary, the indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the functional
value of the parcel in terms of natural and ecological systems and the high
scenic qualities as a result of the parcel being in the setting of the South
Downs National Park. The indicators of low landscape sensitivity include
limited public access into the parcel and proximity of part of the parcel to
Cookbsbridge and that it is crossed by a road.

34/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The visibility of the parcel is varied from surrounding landscape. The parcel is
screened in part adjacent to Cooksbridge by mature vegetation, however there
are some less dense vegetation or vegetation gaps where views are allowed
into the parcel. The north-eastern part of the parcel is visible from the wider
landscape as a result of the rising landform in the parcel and the surrounding
rolling landscape. There are limited views to the bare ground of the parcel from
the A275 due to tall hedgerows on the western boundary of the parcel.
However, new development would likely be visible. The parcel forms part of the
rural visual setting of the South Downs National Park. As such, the visual
susceptibility is very high.

5/5

Skylines

The parcel sits on relatively low-lying land and there are no landmark features
present, as such it does not form part of the skyline, resulting in a very low
susceptibility.

1/5

Scenic Quality

Surrounding development has limited influence on the north-eastern part of the
parcel, due to intervening vegetation and landform and there is a strong
connection to the surrounding rural landscape, as such the composition of the
view is high. This results in a high visual susceptibility. However, noting that the
settlement edge of Cooksbridge and the railway line on the southern boundary,
as well as the A275 on the western boundary, have an influence on the
composition of the view in the south and west of the parcel, with some
movement visible through vegetation.

4/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.24) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility
of development on the parcel is shown in all directions, including higher land
within the South Downs National Park to the south. Field work demonstrated
high inter-visibility with the surrounding landscape due to rising landform in the
north-east of the parcel and higher land to the south of the parcel. As such, the

5/5
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parcel is considered to have a very high contribution to the wider landscape in
terms of inter-visibility, which results in a very high susceptibility to change.

Receptors

Typical receptors include users of the A275 and users of the railway line on the
southern boundary, but these are transient users passing through the
landscape relatively quickly. Receptors also include recreational receptors
along the ProW within the parcel and in the South Downs National Park to the
south. As such, the view may be the reason for being present which overall
results in a high susceptibility to change.

4/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

19/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to
views specifically. There is inter-visibility with the South Downs National Park,
as such the parcel forms part of the visual setting of the South Downs National
Park. This results in a medium visual value.

3/5

Recognition and association

In Cooksbridge Conservation Area appraisal there is reference to the
importance of local rural views in providing setting to the conservation area,
noting that the majority of the parcel does not lie adjacent to the conservation
area. Local reference to the view results in a low visual value.

3/5

Purpose of the view

Due to the proximity of the South Downs National Park, there is a strong sense
of place, and the location is likely to be visited for the view.

5/5

I. Visual Value Total

11/15

J. Visual Sensitivity Total
(G+l)

In summary, indicators of high visual sensitivity include the high contribution to
the wider landscape in terms of inter-visibility, high general visibility and a
sense of place created through the setting of the South Downs National Park.
Indicators of low sensitivity include the fact that it does not form part of the
skyline.

30/40

K. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (E+J)

64/90

L. Review and Comments

Small-scale and medium-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as
having high-medium sensitivity to small-scale residential development. The
parcel is unlikely to be able to accommodate the relevant type of development
overall or only in limited situations, without significant adverse character
change or adverse visual effects. The high-medium sensitivity to change for the
parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms
with the medium sensitivity reflective of land to the south of the Hamsey Lane
and the higher sensitivity reflective of land to the north of Hamsey Lane.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

If the parcel was brought forward for development, the hedgerows and mature
trees within the parcel should be protected and enhanced where possible to
strengthen the local green network. Development should be concentrated in
the southern part of the parcel to the south of Hamsey Lane due to the larger

64/90
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scale field pattern, proximity to Cooksbridge and the railway line. This would
also assist in protecting the perceptual gap between Cooksbridge and Old
Cooksbridge. There should be open space and new planting across the
northern edge of any new development to protect the perceived gap between
Cooksbridge and Old Cooksbridge. Reducing the scale of development to
smaller scale and lower densities towards the northern edge of any new
development would ensure a more sympathetic transition in scale to the wider
landscape.

The PRoWs should be retained and enhanced, and opportunities to extend the
Prow network should be considered. Any new development should protect the
setting of the South Downs National Park and the rural context, through
sympathetic design that remains in character with the scale and typologies of
surrounding development.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
LCA C2: Barcombe, Plumpton and Cooksbridge Western Low Weald.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would
be required.
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Tab4@BLandscape Sensitivity Assessment for Cooksbridge

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative photograph

Cooksbridge C

Northern extent: South Downs National Park and residential edge of Cooksbridge and a lane.
Eastern extent: The A road.

Southern extent: Fields and PRoW in the South Downs National Park.

Western extent: Fields in the South Downs National Park.

The assessment includes the woodland as this has come forward as a site in the LAA. Noting
that this parcel includes two LAA sites: 18HY and 06HY.

Due to the size of the parcel, it is considered that medium-scale residential development could
not be accommodated and therefore this development typology is not considered further within
the assessment.

Character description

The parcel covers a generally flat area of land. The northern area of the parcel comprises a
block of woodland and the southern area comprises a small-scale grassland field, with scattered
mature trees.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natur al Engl andbés National Character Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area
14: Western Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) i LCA C2: Barcombe, Plumpton and
Cooksbridge Western Low Weald

Landscape Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology

The parcel is gently sloping, covering approximately +23m to +25m AOD. There |1/5
are no rivers within or adjacent the parcel. The parcel does not sit within a flood
zone. The flat landform and lack of flood zone results in a very low susceptibility
to change.

Landcover

The southern part of the parcel comprises grassland, scattered with individual 5/5
mature trees which is bound to the east and west by hedgerow and individual
hedgerow trees. A small woodland block, identified within the Priority Habitat

AECOM
168




Lewes Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Project number: 60676353

Inventory, comprises the northern part of the parcel, which indicates high species
diversity. Overall, there is considered to be a high degree of vegetation cover
which has the potential to provide good species diversity, resulting in a high
susceptibility to change.

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The southern part of the parcel is classified as Grade 3 (Good to Moderate)
Agricultural Land, with a small-scale pattern and strong landscape structure. Land
use in the north of the parcel comprises a small woodland block, that is
designated as a Local Green Space, named Platt Woodland, in the Hamsey
Neighbourhood Plan, but during field work it did not appear to be in public use.
Small-scale field pattern and woodland land use results in a very high
susceptibility.

5/5

Settlement and Identity

The land is in close proximity to the settlement pattern of Cooksbridge, on the
south-western edge, however the parcel feels detached from the settlement edge
due to mature vegetation. There is limited influence from settlement which results
in a medium susceptibility to change.

3/5

Condition

The condition of vegetation appears to be good overall, with dense mature
boundaries and a woodland block. This results in very high susceptibility to
change.

5/5

B. Landscape Susceptibility
Total

19/25

C. Landscape Value

Designations

The northern part of the parcel is designated as Platt Woodland, a Local Green
Space, in the Hamsey Neighbourhood Plan. The parcel is in the setting of the
South Downs National Park. The parcel also contains TPOs. Overall, this results
in a medium landscape value.

3/5

Recreational

The woodland block in the north is designated as a Local Green Space in the
Hamsey Neighbourhood Plan, which states that it is publicly accessible.
However, during fieldwork the woodland did not appear to be in public use and
the south of the parcel is in private use, with no public access. As such, the
landscape value is very low.

1/5

Cultural Heritage and
Association

There is no notable evidence of cultural heritage association or value, such that
the landscape value is very low.

1/5

Functional (ecological and
green infrastructure)

The block of deciduous woodland in the north of the parcel provides high
ecological value, being a potential habitat for bats, birds and reptiles, as noted in
the Hamsey Neighbourhood Plan. The woodland is connected to surrounding
landscapes by linear connections of hedgerows and hedgerow trees, contributing
to a functional ecological system. In addition, this dense vegetation cover
provides functional value in terms of carbon capture. The southern approach to
Cooksbridge is currently well vegetated until the start of the built form, as such
development in the south of the parcel would alter the character of the approach
as well a perceived gap to Offham to the south. The TPOs within the parcel also
contribute to the functional value of the parcel. Overall, this results in a very high
landscape value.

5/5

Perception

The parcel lies within the landscape and perceptual setting of the South Downs
National Park. The parcel has a rural and scenic quality, with little influence from
surrounding development. The proximity of the A275 along the eastern boundary
reduces the sense of remoteness, however the high density of vegetation within

4/5
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the parcel provides a physical and visual separation from adjacent residential
uses and transport routes, which increases tranquillity and results in a high
landscape value.

D. Landscape Value Total

14/25

E. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (B+D)

In summary, indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the small-scale field
enclosure, high functionality in terms of ecological systems and creating the
southern approach to Cooksbridge and the parcel being within the South Downs
National Park. Indicators of low landscape sensitivity include no evidence of
cultural or association value and that the parcel sits on a gently sloping area of
land with no watercourses or flood zones present.

33/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

A strong hedgerow boundary and mature vegetation on the western boundary
and in the northern part of the parcel creates heavily glimpsed views to the
ground plane of the parcel from the A275 and the South Downs National Park.
However, there would be direct views to any new development in the south of the
parcel on the approach to Cooksbridge, as such the visual susceptibility is
medium.

3/5

Skylines

Due to the containment of the parcel and the lack of landmark features, it does
not form part of the skyline, such that visual susceptibility is very low.

1/5

Scenic Quality

Surrounding development has limited influence on the parcel and is not visually
detracting or intrusive. The A275 transport route creates high levels of movement
adjacent to the parcel, which has a medium influence on the southern part of the
parcel. The high density of vegetation within the northern part of the parcel
provides enclosed and intimate views of high scenic quality that are not
influenced by detracting elements in the surrounding landscape. Overall, this
results in a high susceptibility to change.

4/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.25) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of
development on the parcel is shown mainly to the north, west and south,
including higher land within the South Downs National Park to the south. Field
work demonstrated that due to the containment of the parcel from mature
vegetation, the parcel is considered to have a low contribution to the wider
landscape in terms of inter-visibility.

2/5

Receptors

Typical receptors include a residential receptor on the northern boundary. Users
of the A275 and recreational receptors on the western boundary would likely have
very glimpsed views into the parcel. Due to the transient nature of the receptors
and the fact that receptors are not likely to be focused on the view, the visual
value is low.

2/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

12/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to
views specifically. There is potentially some inter-visibility with the South Downs

3/5
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National Park, but field work demonstrated that this would be limited due to
intervening vegetation. The parcel is considered to be within the visual setting.
Overall, this results in a medium visual value.

Recognition and There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature or art, |1/5
association which results in a very low visual value.
Purpose of the view The woodland block within the parcel, that is located on the settlement edge, 2/5
creates some sense of place. However, the location is unlikely to be visited
specifically for the view and the woodland is not publicly accessible, as such the
value of the view is low.
I. Visual Value Total 6/15
J. Visual Sensitivity Total | In summary, indicators of high visual sensitivity include the high levels of scenic | 18/40
(G+1) quality. Indicators of low visual sensitivity include that the parcel does not form
part of the skyline and that there is no reference to the view in published studies,
literature or art.
K. Landscape Sensitivity 51/90
Total (E+J)
L. Review and Comments | Small-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having a medium sensitivity
to small-scale residential development. Upon reflection, this has been increased
to high-medium due to the TPOs within the parcel and woodland block. This
parcel is unlikely to be able to accommodate the relevant type of development
overall or only in limited situations, without significant adverse character change
or adverse visual effects. This would largely depend on creating a sensitive
development in the context of the surrounding development and the setting of the
South Downs National Park. Development should avoid the northern woodland
block. The high-medium sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered an
appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms.
M. Final score, summary | If the parcel was brought forward for development, the deciduous woodland block | 60/90

analysis and high-level
guidance

should be protected, and development should not be located on this area of the
parcel. The woodland and TPOs should be protected by ensuring development is
offset in relation to root protection areas, and an appropriate stand-off provided.
Mature vegetation and hedgerows should be protected and enhanced to
strengthen the local green network where possible. There are opportunities to
reinstate local public access routes within the woodland area.

Any new development should be consistent with the existing surrounding
settlement pattern and typology and the character and scale of the development
should reflect the surrounding context. Sympathetic design should also ensure
that the development does not impose on the adjacent South Downs National
Park. Opportunities to extend the PRoW to the west of the parcel should be
considered to promote connectivity within the development and to the wider
landscape.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to LCA
C2: Barcombe, Plumpton and Cooksbridge Western Low Weald.
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For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.
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Newi ck

Tab4@L.andscape Sensitivity Assessment for Newick A

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative photograph

Newi & k

Northern extent: The settlement boundary of Newick and A272.

Eastern extent: Mature vegetation and the settlement boundary of Newick.

Southern extent: Mature vegetation, woodland blocks including ancient woodland and large-
scale fields.

Western extent: Mature vegetation and residential land uses. Noting that this extends further
west due to LAA sites including 34CH.

Noting that this parcel includes numerous LAA sites, including: 34CH, 21CH, 24CH, 26NW,
24NW, 03NW, 16NW, 34NW, 30NW, 09NW, 13NW, 32NW, 20NW and 01NW.

Character description

The parcel covers a rolling area of land. The land use is mixed, including agricultural land field
enclosures, fields in low management, equestrian grazing and a playing field. The parcel
generally includes small-scale and medium-scale field enclosures, a strong landscape structure
and there are several PRoW which cross the parcel.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natur al Engl ando6s Nd4ZliLomnVéehld. Char acter Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 3:
Upper Ouse Valley and Local Landscape Character Area 14: Western Low Weald.

Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area C1:
Wivelsfield, Newick and Chailey Western Low Weald.

Landscape Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology

The parcel is rolling from approximately +29m AOD in the south-eastern part of | 4/5
the parcel to +55m AOD on the northern edge, which forms a distinctive
landform and increases susceptibility. There are several ponds within the parcel
and a minor watercourse runs along the southern edge of the parcel.

Landcover

The landcover comprises grassland which is divided by hedgerow and mature | 5/5
linear tree belts. There are blocks of woodland, some of which are identified
within the Priority Habitats Inventory and National Forest Inventory, and ancient
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woodland which suggest species diversity. This results in a very high
susceptibility due to the ancient woodland.

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The land use is mixed, including agricultural land field enclosures, fields in low
management, equestrian grazing and a playing field. The parcel comprises
Grade 3 (Good to Moderate) agricultural land and there is a strong landscape
strategy. The field enclosures are predominantly linear and are small-scale and
medium-scale in size, resulting in a high landscape susceptibility. The

Small-scale
residential:
4/5

Medium-scale

of the parcel has less of a relationship due to the land use, mature intervening
vegetation following the route of the PRoW which crosses east to west through

susceptibility is considered to be higher for medium-scale and large-scale and large-

residential development and small-scale employment development, in which the | scale

field patterns are less likely to be retained. residential
and small-
scale
employment:
5/5

Settlement and Identity The north-eastern part of the parcel has a strong relationship with the southern | Small-scale
settlement edge of Newick as this part of the parcel lies adjacent to the residential:
settlement boundary and also contains residential land uses. The southern part | 2/5

Medium-scale

the northern part of the parcel and its lower elevation in the landscape. The and large-
susceptibility is considered to be higher for medium-scale and large-scale scale
residential development and small-scale employment development, which residential
would be required to extend into the southern part of the parcel which is less and small-
consistent with the existing settlement pattern and scale. scale
employment:
4/5
Condition The condition of the vegetation within the parcel is considered to be good with | 4/5
evidence of positive management.
B. Landscape Susceptibility Small-scale
Total residential:
19/25

Medium-scale

and large-
scale
residential
and small-
scale
employment:
22/25
C. Landscape Value
Designations The parcel comprises TPOs and ancient woodland. 4/5
Recreational The sports fields in the eastern part of the parcel are identified within the Lewes | 4/5
District Open Space Strategy (2020). The Newick Neighbourhood Plan (2015)
notes the heavy use of the playing fields in the eastern part of the parcel. CRowW
Access Land lies within the parcel. There are also several PRoW which cross
through the parcel, resulting in a high value.
AECOM
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Cultural Heritage and The south-eastern part of the parcel appears to have reference to ancient 3/5
Association enclosed agricultural land, as evidenced in the East Sussex Historic
Environment Record and resulting in evidence of cultural or association value.
Functional (ecological and | The parcel has functional value in terms of contribution to the functioning of the |5/5
green infrastructure) natural and ecological systems, including TPOs, ancient woodland, Priority
Habitat and National Forest Inventory vegetation and various hydrological
features.
Perception The Landscape Character Area within which the parcel lies is considered to be | 3/5
within the landscape and perceptual setting of the High Weald Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, which the parcel is considered to lie within. The
parcel has a limited sense of remoteness and tranquillity due to existing
development within and adjacent to the parcel, associated with the settlement of
Newick. The wooded edges and falling landform towards the watercourse on
the southern edge of the parcel increases the scenic quality to medium.
D. Landscape Value Total 19/25
E. Landscape Sensitivity | Indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the functional value of the parcel | Small-scale
Total (B+D) in terms of contribution to the functioning of the natural and ecological systems |residential:
and recreational value across the parcel, such as the local PRoW network and | 38/50
playing fields. Indicators of low landscape sensitivity include the relationship of
the northern edge of the parcel to the southern settlement edge of Newick. Medium-
scale and
large-scale
residential
and small-
scale

employment:
41/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The parcel has a limited visibility predominantly due to enclosure from mature
vegetation and woodland both within the parcel and within the local landscape,
notably from the smaller scale parcels adjacent to the settlement edge. The
northern part of the parcel is also contained by existing built form within the
surrounding area, including the settlement of Newick. Views of the parcel would
generally be seen within the context of development.

2/5

Skylines

The parcel lies within a landscape where skylines are not prominent due to the
local undulating landscape and mature vegetation in the local landscape and
there are few landmark features on the skyline.

2/5

Scenic Quality

There is a high influence from development on the parcel due to physical and
visual connectivity to the settlement edge of Newick. There is some movement
from the A272 and local road network. This diminishes somewhat in the
southern part of the parcel which has less of a connection with the settlement
edge, such that susceptibility is medium.

3/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.26) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility
of development on the parcel is shown in all directions, including higher land
within the South Downs National Park to the south at a distance and within the

2/5
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High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to the north. The extent of
theoretical visibility for residential land use would be lower, as the ZTV is based
on the maximum employment development height. Field work demonstrated
that there is limited inter-visibility with the wider landscape due to containment
by existing mature vegetation and built form.

Receptors Receptors include residential receptors on the southern edge of Newick and 4/5
within the local landscape and the local road network, including the A272.
Receptors include those using the local PRoW network across the parcel,
recreational users of the local facilities and the CRoW Access Land within the
parcel. The footpaths which run through the parcel have filtered views to the
settlement edge and southern part of the parcel.
G. Visual Susceptibility 13/25
Total
H. Visual Value
Designations The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to 1/5
views specifically. Field work demonstrated that there is unlikely to be inter-
visibility with the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, such that the
parcel is considered not to form part of the visual setting. As such, there is a
very low visual value.
Recognition and association | The Newick (Church Road) Conservation Area Appraisal notes that the rural 3/5
surroundings provide fine views out from the conservation area.
Purpose of the view The sense of place is weakened by the settlement edge and typical agricultural | 2/5
fields. Due to the containment of mature vegetation, the location is unlikely to be
visited specifically for the view.
I. Visual Value Total 6/15
J. Visual Sensitivity Total [ Indicators of high visual sensitivity include residential and recreational 19/40
(G+I) receptors. Indicators of low visual sensitivity include no planning policies or
designations relating to views specifically, a lack of sense of place and limited
inter-visibility with the wider landscape.
K. Landscape Sensitivity Small-scale
Total (E+J) residential:
57/90
Medium-
scale and
large-scale
residential
and small-
scale

employment:
60/90
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L. Review and Comments

Small-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having a medium
sensitivity to small-scale development. The parcel may have some potential to
accommodate the relevant type of development in some defined situations
without significant adverse landscape or visual effects. The medium sensitivity
to change for the parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape
and visual terms.

Medium-scale and large-scale residential and small-scale employment:
The parcel is assessed as having a high-medium sensitivity to these types of
development. The parcel is unlikely to be able to accommodate the relevant
type of development overall or only in limited situations, without significant
adverse character change or adverse visual effects. The high-medium
sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion in
landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

Any new development should respect and align adjacent to the existing
settlement pattern of Newick. Development should be concentrated in the north-
eastern part of the parcel, to the north of the public footpath which runs east to
west, as this has a stronger relationship to the settlement edge of Newick.
Development should be avoided within the various playing fields and
recreational facilities in the eastern part of the parcel and orchard. The field
pattern should be protected.

Reducing the scale of development to smaller scale and lower densities
towards the southern part of the parcel would ensure a more sympathetic
transition in scale to the wider landscape. Employment development should
consider offsets to residential amenity and low height massing where possible.
The development should form an appropriate transition to the wider landscape.
The various hydrological and landform changes within the parcel should be
considered.

Should development come forwards, the green infrastructure network on and
surrounding the parcel should be protected and enhanced to strengthen the
local green infrastructure network where possible. This includes the mature
vegetation networks through the parcel, the TPOs and ancient woodland with
an appropriate standoff. There are opportunities to enhance the green and blue
infrastructure network, including adjacent to the watercourse along the southern
edge of the parcel. There are also opportunities to enhance the recreational
access across the parcel.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area C1: Wivelsfield, Newick and Chailey Western Low
Weald.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

Small-scale
residential:
57/90

Medium-
scale and
large-scale
residential
and small-
scale
employment:
60/90
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Tab4@Landscape Sensitivity Assessment for Newick B

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative photograph

Newi B k

Northern extent: Watercourse and woodland blocks including ancient woodland.

Eastern extent: Field boundary where the landform rises considerably, the sewage works and
mature vegetation. Noting that this extends further east due to LAA site 29NW.

Southern extent: The settlement boundary of Newick, A272 and woodland blocks.
Westernextent: J ac ki eds Lane, existing development,

Noting that this parcel includes four LAA sites: 02NW, 33NW, 29NW, and 23NW.

Character description

The parcel covers an undulating area of land. The parcel comprises mainly agricultural land in
the eastern part and fields in low management. The scale is small-scale in the western part of
the parcel and mainly large-scale field enclosures in the eastern part of the parcel.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natural Englanddés Nd4d2liLomVehld Char acter Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 3:
Upper Ouse Valley.

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area C1.:
Wivelsfield, Newick and Chailey Western Low Weald.

Landscape Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology

The landform of the parcel is undulating, from approximately +19m AOD in the |3/5
south-eastern corner of the parcel to +40m AOD on the central western edge of
the parcel. There are several small watercourses and ponds, including within
the southern part of the parcel associated with mature vegetation and along the
northern boundary of the parcel.

Landcover

The landcover comprises grassland, which is divided in the eastern part of the | 5/5
parcel by mainly sparsely vegetated boundaries. This is except for a dense
woodland boundary including ancient woodland and woodland identified in the
Priority Habitats Inventory and National Forest Inventory in the eastern part of
the parcel, which also suggests species diversity and a very high susceptibility.
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The western part of the parcel includes hedgerow and mature individual trees,
resulting in average vegetation cover across the parcel.

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The land use comprises mainly agricultural land in the eastern part and fields in
low management closer to the settlement boundary. The scale is small-scale in
the western part of the parcel and mainly large-scale field enclosures in the
eastern part of the parcel. The majority of the parcel is Grade 3 (Good to
Moderate) agricultural land and a smaller part of the northern area of the parcel
is Grade 4 (Poor Quality) agricultural land. The susceptibility is considered to be
medium.

3/5

Settlement and Identity

The majority of the parcel has human influence from the built-up area of Newick
due to a low hedgerow and scrub intervening. This includes the settlement edge
and the A272 along the southern edge of the parcel. The parcel is also
influenced by the sewage treatment works immediately to the east and nearby
400kv overhead power line. Employment development is considered to be the
same susceptibility due to the context of the sewage works and large-scale farm
buildings in the local landscape.

2/5

Condition

The condition is considered to be poor in parts due to gaps in the hedgerow
network and a limited vegetation structure.

2/5

B. Landscape Susceptibility
Total

15/25

C. Landscape Value

Designations

A small section of woodland within the south-western part of the parcel is
located within the Newick (The Green) Conservation Area. There are TPOs
within the south-western part of the parcel and ancient woodland within the
southern part of the parcel.

4/5

Recreational

A low number of PRoW cross the parcel, including the Sussex Ouse Valley Way
recreational route along Newick Hill in the western part of the parcel. CRoW
Access Land lies adjacent to the parcel.

3/5

Cultural Heritage and
Association

A small section of woodland within the south-western part of the parcel is
located within the Newick (The Green) Conservation Area, resulting in evidence
of cultural or association value.

3/5

Functional (ecological and
green infrastructure)

The parcel has functional value attributed to the functioning of the natural and
ecological systems, including the watercourses through and adjacent to the
parcel and mature vegetation, including ancient woodland, TPOs and woodland
identified within the Priority Habitats Inventory and National Forest Inventory.

5/5

Perception

The Landscape Character Area within which the parcel lies is considered to be
within the landscape and perceptual setting of the High Weald Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty. The wooded edges and watercourses increase the
scenic quality. Remoteness and tranquillity are limited by proximity to the
settlement edge of Newick, 400kv overhead power line, sewage works and
A272.

2/5

D. Landscape Value Total

17/25
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E. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (B+D)

Indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the functional value of the parcel
associated with the functioning of the natural and ecological systems. Indicators
of low landscape sensitivity include a lack of remoteness and tranquillity,
proximity to the residential edge of Newick and poor condition of some
vegetation within the parcel.

32/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

Visibility is varied within the parcel, the western part of the parcel has limited
visibility due to containment of mature vegetation and built form. The eastern
part of the parcel is relatively open within the large-scale open field enclosures
but does not form an important part of the view.

3/5

Skylines

The parcel lies within a landscape where skylines are not prominent due to the
local undulating landscape and mature vegetation and there are few landmark
features on the skyline.

2/5

Scenic Quality

The Newick (The Green) Conservation Area Appraisal notes the trees within the
conservation area which provide an attractive setting, which lies partially within
and adjacent to the parcel. Scenic quality is reduced by the 400 kv overhead
power line and adjacent sewage works. There is also movement from the A272,
resulting in a high influence from development.

2/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.27) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility
of development on the parcel is shown mainly to the north, east and west,
including higher land within the South Downs National Park to the south at a
distance and within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to the
north. The extent of theoretical visibility for residential land use would be lower,
as the ZTV is based on the maximum employment development height. Field
work demonstrated that there are framed views through blocks of woodland and
linear tree belts to the surrounding wider agricultural landscape. There is
considered to be a moderate contribution to the wider landscape.

3/5

Receptors

Receptors include those using the adjacent CRoW Access Land and those
using the local PRoW network through the parcel, including the Sussex Ouse
Valley Way recreational route along Newick Hill in the western part of the
parcel. Receptors also include residential on the edge of Newick, workers at the
sewage works and users of the local road network, including the A272.

4/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

14/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to
views specifically. Field work demonstrated that there is likely to be inter-
visibility with the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, such that the
parcel is considered to form part of the visual setting.

3/5

Recognition and association

There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and
art, such that the visual value is very low.

1/5
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Purpose of the view

The settlement edge and typical agricultural fields limit the sense of place. Due
to the urbanising features and some containment by mature vegetation and built
form, the location is unlikely to be visited specifically for the view.

2/5

I. Visual Value Total

6/15

J. Visual Sensitivity Total
(G+I)

Indicators of high visual sensitivity include residential and recreational
receptors. Indicators of low visual sensitivity include that the location is unlikely
to be visited specifically for the view, no apparent reference to the view in
published studies, literature and art and that the parcel lies in a landscape
where landscapes are not prominent.

20/40

K. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (E+J)

52/90

L. Review and Comments

Small-scale and medium-scale residential and small-scale employment:
The parcel is assessed as having a medium sensitivity to these types of
development. The parcel may have some potential to accommodate the
relevant type of development in some defined situations without significant
adverse landscape or visual effects. The medium sensitivity to change for the
parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

Large-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having a medium
sensitivity to large-scale residential development. Upon reflection, this is
considered to increase to a high-medium sensitivity due to factors including
potential alteration of the existing field pattern and existing settlement pattern
and scale of Newick. The parcel is unlikely to be able to accommodate the
relevant type of development overall or only in limited situations, without
significant adverse character change or adverse visual effects. The high-
medium sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered an appropriate
conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

Any new development should respect and align adjacent to the existing
settlement pattern of Newick. Development should be concentrated in the
western part of the parcel adjacent to the settlement edge and the southern part
of the parcel adjacent to the A272, to the south of the mature woodland belt.
Development should be avoided within the large-scale field enclosure within the
central part of the parcel, which has higher inter-visibility and connectivity with
the surrounding agricultural landscape.

Reducing the scale of development to smaller scale and lower densities
towards the eastern part of the parcel would ensure a more sympathetic
transition in scale to the wider landscape. Employment development should
consider offsets to residential amenity and low height massing where possible.
The development should form an appropriate transition to the wider landscape.

The trees within and adjacent to the Newick (The Green) Conservation Area
should be protected and enhanced to protect the rural setting of the
conservation area. Any vegetation that is in a poorer condition should be
enhanced where possible. The TPOs and ancient woodland should have
appropriate stand offs and protection measures implemented.

There are opportunities to enhance the green and blue infrastructure network
through the parcel, including the watercourse on the northern edge which could

Small-scale
and medium-
scale
residential
and small-
scale
employment:
52/90

Large-scale
residential:
60/90
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benefit from further landscape planting, recreational access and open space.
The various hydrological and landform changes within the parcel should be
considered.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to
within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to
Landscape Character Area C1: Wivelsfield, Newick and Chailey Western Low
Weald.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.
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TabbeLandscape Sensitivity Assessment for Newick C

Baseline Narrative

Site Location Newi @ k

Representative photograph
Northern extent: A272 and woodland blocks including Ancient Woodland.

Eastern extent: Mature vegetation.
Southern extent: Mature vegetation and woodland blocks.
Western extent: The settlement boundary of Newick.

Noting that this parcel includes two LAA sites: 27NW and 28NW.

Due to the size and existing residential use within the central part of the parcel, large-scale
residential land use is not considered to be practical as existing residential uses are assumed to

remain, therefore it is scoped out of the assessment.

Character description The parcel comprises an undulating area of land. The land use includes agricultural land and
sports facilities and there is a strong landscape structure. The landscape pattern is varied and
is typically small-scale in the northern part of the parcel and medium-scale and a large-scale
field in the southern part of the parcel.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natural Englanddés N4d2lilownVehld Char acter Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 3:
Upper Ouse Valley.

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area C1:
Wivelsfield, Newick and Chailey Western Low Weald.

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology The landform of the parcel is undulating, from approximately +20m AOD | 3/5
along the southern and northern parcel boundaries to +38m AOD along
the western edge. There are several small watercourses that flow across
the parcel.

Landcover The landcover comprises grassland, which is separated by mature linear |4/5
belts of trees and managed hedgerows. There are also individual trees
within field enclosures, mainly in the southern part of the parcel. There
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are areas of orchards and the parcel lies adjacent to an area of woodland
to the north-east of the parcel which is designated as ancient woodland
and identified within the National Forest Inventory and Priority Habitats
Inventory, suggesting species diversity.

Land Use, Scale and
Pattern

The land use includes agricultural land and sports facilities. The scale of
the field enclosures is varied, typically small-scale in the northern part of
the parcel and medium-scale and a large-scale field in the southern part
of the parcel. The parcel comprises Grade 3 (Good to Moderate)
agricultural land and there is a strong landscape structure resulting in a
high susceptibility. There would be a higher susceptibility to medium-
scale residential and small-scale employment as these types of
development are less likely to retain this scale of landscape.

Small-scale
residential: 4/5

Medium-scale
residential and
small-scale
employment: 5/5

Settlement and Identity

The parcel contains dispersed pockets of development and has some
influence from the settlement edge of Newick but this is limited in places
due to intervening mature vegetation and built form. Small-scale
residential development is considered to be consistent with the
settlement pattern, but medium-scale residential and small-scale
employment would be less so.

Small-scale
residential: 3/5

Medium-scale
residential and
small-scale
employment: 4/5

Condition

The condition appears to be good.

4/5

B. Landscape Susceptibility
Total

Small-scale
residential: 18/25

Medium-scale
residential and
small-scale
employment: 20/25

C. Landscape Value

Designations

A large proportion of the western edge of the parcel is located within or
adjacent to the Newick (Church Road) Conservation Area which
increases value.

4/5

Recreational

The sports facilities in the western part of the parcel are identified within
the Lewes District Open Space Strategy (2020). Other recreational
access includes several PRoW routes through the parcel.

4/5

Cultural Heritage and
Association

A large proportion of the western edge of the parcel is located within or
adjacent to the Newick (Church Road) Conservation Area and the setting
of the parcel results in a high degree of cultural or association value. The
eastern part of the parcel appears to have reference to ancient enclosed
agricultural land, as evidenced in the East Sussex Historic Environment
Record.

4/5

Functional (ecological and
green infrastructure)

The parcel has functional value associated with the functioning of the
natural and ecological systems, including adjacent to ancient woodland
and woodland identified within the National Forest Inventory and Priority
Habitats Inventory, mature vegetation networks that integrate into the
wider green infrastructure networks and watercourses through the parcel.
The Newick (Church Road) Conservation Area Appraisal also notes that

5/5
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Blind Lane, which runs through the parcel, leads out towards open
countryside.

Perception

The Landscape Character Area within which the parcel lies is considered
to be within the landscape and perceptual setting of the High Weald Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The wooded edges increase the scenic
quality, however this is reduced in some parts of the parcel, including
along the northern edge adjacent to the A272. The built form within the
parcel and road network passing through also reduces the tranquillity
and remoteness.

2/5

D. Landscape Value Total

19/25

E. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (B+D)

Indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the functional value
associated with the functioning of the natural and ecological systems,
mature vegetation connecting into the wider green infrastructure network
and recreational access within the parcel. Indicators of low landscape
sensitivity include a low perception of tranquillity and remoteness and
existing residential development within the parcel.

Small-scale
residential: 37/50

Medium-scale
residential and
small-scale
employment: 39/50

Visual Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

F. Visual Susceptibility

General Visibility

The parcel is considered to have a moderate degree of visibility due to
containment by mature vegetation and pockets of existing built form. The
parcel is not considered to be an important part of the view as it
comprises typical agricultural and edge of settlement land uses.

3/5

Skylines

The parcel is not considered to be part of the skyline due to rising land in
the immediate landscape.

1/5

Scenic Quality

Scenic quality is increased by wooded edges and mature vegetation
within the parcel. There is a moderate influence from development due to
built form and mature vegetation. There is some movement, including the
road passing through the parcel and the A272 along the northern edge.

3/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.28) shows that the majority of theoretical
visibility of development on the parcel is shown mainly to the north, east
and south, including higher land within the South Downs National Park to
the south at a distance and within the High Weald Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty to the north. The extent of theoretical visibility for
residential land use would be lower, as the ZTV is based on the
maximum employment development height. Field work demonstrated
that there is a moderate contribution to the wider landscape due to
mature vegetation on the parcel and within the short to medium distance
in the local landscape. The southern part of the parcel has a relatively
open feel, however contained from the long distance due to a rising
landform and wooded edges away from the parcel.

3/5

Receptors

There is strong inter-visibility in the western part of the parcel with the
historic parish church, which increases susceptibility due to such
receptors involved in recreation. The Newick (Church Road)
Conservation Area Appraisal notes that there are clear views towards the
Church from footpaths running through the parcel to the east and north-

5/5
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east. Receptors also include residential on the edge of Newick and road
users.

Total (E+J)

G. Visual Susceptibility 15/25
Total
H. Visual Value
Designations The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations 3/5
relating to views specifically. Field work demonstrated that there is likely
to be inter-visibility with the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, such that the parcel is considered to form part of the visual
setting.
Recognition and association | The Newick (Church Road) Conservation Area Appraisal notes that the | 3/5
rural surroundings provide fine views out from the conservation area and
states the importance of this in terms of the setting of the church.
Purpose of the view The sense of place is weakened by the settlement edge and typical 2/5
agricultural fields. Due to the containment of mature vegetation, the
location is unlikely to be visited specifically for the view.
I. Visual Value Total 8/15
J. Visual Sensitivity Total [ Indicators of high visual sensitivity include the nature of receptors within | 23/40
(G+l) the parcel and local landscape, including those with inter-visibility in the
western part of the parcel with the historic parish church. Indicators of
low visual sensitivity include a weak sense of place due to existing
residential land uses in the parcel and that the parcel is not considered to
be part of the skyline.
K. Landscape Sensitivity Small-scale

residential: 60/90

Medium-scale

residential and

small-scale

employment: 62/90

L. Review and Comments

Small-scale and medium-scale residential and small-scale
employment: The parcel is assessed as having a high-medium
sensitivity to these types of development. This parcel is unlikely to be
able to accommodate the relevant type of development or only in limited
situations, without significant adverse landscape or visual effects. The
high-medium sensitivity to change is considered an appropriate
conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

Any development should respect and fit into the existing pockets of
small-scale development within a robust vegetation structure. The
existing field pattern should be retained where possible. Development
should be avoided within existing sports facilities. Development should

Small-scale

residential: 60/90
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be concentrated in the northern part of the parcel, near to the settlement | Medium-scale
edge of Newick and the A272, to reflect the existing settlement pattern. residential and
Reducing the scale of development to smaller scale and lower densities | small-scale
towards the southern and eastern parts of the parcel would ensure a employment: 62/90
more sympathetic transition in scale to the wider landscape.
Development should be avoided in the south-western part of the parcel,
in and adjacent to the Conservation Area.

There are opportunities to protect and enhance the existing green and
blue infrastructure network in the parcel. There should be an appropriate
stand off from the ancient woodland in the north-eastern part of the
parcel. The pockets of orchard should also be protected. The various
hydrological and landform changes within the parcel should be
considered. There are also opportunities to enhance the recreational
access across the parcel.

Any development should protect the rural surroundings adjacent to the
Newick (Church Road) Conservation Area as views out into the open
countryside enhances its setting. Inter-visibility with the adjacent parish
church and its rural setting should also be protected.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be
referred to within the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023)
with reference to Landscape Character Area C1: Wivelsfield, Newick and
Chailey Western Low Weald.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of
development height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment would be required.
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Tabb&lLandscape Sensitivity Assessment for Newick D
Baseline Narrative
Site Location Newillk
Representative photograph
Northernextent: J ac ki eds Lane, wo o skttleanerd bolntaoy ofdNewick. n d

Eastern extent: The settlement boundary of Newick.
Southern extent: A272 and mature vegetation.
Western extent: J a ¢ k i e dvegethtiamaad residential land uses.

Character description

The parcel comprises an undulating area of land. The majority of the parcel is designated as a
Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace and has recreational access across it. There is mature

vegetation within and on the boundaries of the parcel.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natural Englandés N4dZliLomVéehld Char act er

Ar ea

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area 3:

Upper Ouse Valley.

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area C1:

Wivelsfield, Newick and Chailey Western Low Weald.

Landscape Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
A. Landscape Susceptibility
Landform and Hydrology The parcel covers undulating land, from approximately +30m AOD on the northern | 3/5
edge of the parcel to +53m AOD in the western part of the parcel. The parcel also
contains a minor watercourse along the northern edge with several ponds.
Landcover The landcover comprises grassland and meadowland. The parcel contains pockets | 4/5
and linear belts of mature trees and several distinctively tall, mature trees on the
boundaries. The parcel lies adjacent to woodland identified within the Priority
Habitats Inventory and National Forest Inventory which suggests species diversity
on the parcel boundaries.
Land Use, Scale and The land use comprises predominantly a Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace 4/5
Pattern with recreational access. The scale is typically medium-scale and large-scale and
the parcel lies within Grade 3 (Good to Moderate) agricultural land. There is a very
strong landscape structure, and the susceptibility is considered to be high.
AECOM
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Settlement and Identity Despite the proximity to the settlement pattern, there is limited influence from 3/5
settlement and human influence due to containment from mature vegetation.
Condition The parcel appears to be in a very good condition with a high degree of vegetation | 5/5
cover and positive management.
B. Landscape Susceptibility 19/25
Total
C. Landscape Value
Designations The parcel contains TPOs and is predominantly designated as Suitable Alternative | 3/5
Natural Greenspace.
Recreational The parcel contains extensive recreational access with mown access routes through | 5/5
the parcel. CRoW Access Land lies adjacent to the parcel.
Cultural Heritage and The parcel appears to have reference to parks and gardens, as evidenced in the 3/5
Association East Sussex Historic Environment Record and resulting in evidence of cultural or
association value.
Functional (ecological and | The parcel is identified within the Lewes District Open Space Strategy (2020) as 5/5
green infrastructure) natural and semi natural green space. The parcel has functional value associated
with the functioning of the natural and ecological systems, including connectivity into
woodland identified in the Priority Habitats Inventory and National Forest Inventory.
There is also functional value attributed to the meadows within the parcel.
Perception The Landscape Character Area within which the parcel lies is considered to be 3/5
within the landscape and perceptual setting of the High Weald Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty, which the parcel is considered to lie within. The scenic quality is
increased due to wooded edges. There is a sense of remoteness and tranquillity
due to containment by vegetation, which is lowered in localised areas of the parcel,
including adjacent to Western Road.
D. Landscape Value Total 19/25
E. Landscape Sensitivity | Indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the functional value of the parcel in 38/50
Total (B+D) terms of the functioning of the natural and ecological systems and recreational value
associated with the Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace designation. There are
no indicators of low landscape sensitivity.
Visual Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
F. Visual Susceptibility
General Visibility Due to the surrounding mature vegetation, there is limited visibility of the parcel, and | 2/5
any views are likely to be within the immediate context of development.
Skylines The parcel lies within a landscape where skylines are not prominent due to the local |2/5
undulating landscape and there are few landmark features on the skyline.
Scenic Quality The Newick (The Green) Conservation Area Appraisal notes the trees within the 4/5
conservation area which provide an attractive setting. There is a limited influence
from surrounding development such that the composition of views of a high quality
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with wooded edges. There is a small section in the southern part of the parcel where
road movement is visible through a gap in mature vegetation.

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.29) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of
development on the parcel is shown mainly to the north within the High Weald Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty and including higher land within the South Downs
National Park to the south at a distance. The extent of theoretical visibility for
residential land use would be lower, as the ZTV is based on the maximum
employment development height. Field work demonstrated that there is a moderate
contribution to the wider landscape due to inter-visibility. This is limited in the short
to medium distance due to surrounding vegetation and built form, however there is
some contribution in the long distance.

3/5

Receptors

Receptors also include those using the adjacent CRoW Access Land and those
across the parcel using it recreationally as the parcel is specific to people being
present and involved with recreation, resulting in a very high susceptibility.
Receptors also include very heavily filtered views from surrounding residential
receptors and from the local road network.

5/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

16/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

The parcel is not covered by any planning policies or designations relating to views
specifically. Field work demonstrated that there is likely to be inter-visibility with the
High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, such that the parcel is considered
to form part of the visual setting.

3/5

Recognition and association

There is no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature and art,
such that the visual value is very low.

1/5

Purpose of the view

There is a sense of place due to the rolling meadowland and dense woodland within
the designated Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace. The location may be visited
for the short to medium distance view.

4/5

I. Visual Value Total

8/15

J. Visual Sensitivity Total
(G+1)

Indicators of high visual sensitivity include a strong sense of place, residential and
recreational receptors and relating to scenic quality. Indicators of low visual
sensitivity include no apparent reference to the view in published studies, literature
and art and that the parcel lies in a landscape where skylines are not prominent.

24/40

K. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (E+J)

62/90

L. Review and Comments

Small-scale, medium-scale and large-scale residential and small-scale
employment: The parcel is assessed as having a high-medium sensitivity to these
types of development. Upon reflection, this is considered to be very high sensitivity
due to factors including the mature vegetation across the parcel and recreational
value within the designated Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace. The parcel is
unable to accommodate the relevant type of development without significant
adverse character change or adverse visual effects. The very high sensitivity to
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change for the parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and
visual terms.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

It is not advised that development should come forwards on the parcel. There are
opportunities to manage any vegetation on the parcel and expand recreational
opportunities where possible and appropriate.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to within
the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to Landscape
Character Area C1: Wivelsfield, Newick and Chailey Western Low Weald.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

74/90
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North Chail ey

Tabb2Landscape Sensiti viNoyr tAhs s@hsasinieenyt f or

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative photograph

North Chailey A

Northern extent: The existing school, A272 and the settlement boundary of North Chailey
Eastern extent: Chailey Common and SSSI land.

Southern extent: CRoW Access land, Woodland blocks, Chailey Common (CRoW Access
Land) and B2183.

Western extent: Woodland blocks.

Character description

The parcel covers a rolling area of land. The parcel consists of two main areas of land,
connected by a narrow tract of land. The eastern part of the parcel consists of a field and
allotment. The western part of the parcel consists of land within the school.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natural Englanddés National Character Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area
14: Western Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area G1: Chailey
Common Heathland (adjacent to the boundary of Landscape Character Area C1.:
Wivelsfield, Newick and Chailey Western Low Weald)

Landscape Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology

The parcel is rolling from +60m AOD in the north to +45m AOD in the south. There | 3/5
are no notable water features present on the parcel and it is not located within a
flood zone, therefore resulting in a moderate susceptibility to change.

Landcover

The landcover predominantly comprises grassland which is divided by fencing along | 3/5
one boundary and a linear belt of mature trees in another. This belt of mature
vegetation connects into mature woodland blocks in the local landscape, woodland
and lowland heathland. The adjacent woodland blocks on the boundary of the parcel
are identified within the Priority Habitats Inventory, which suggests some species
diversity within the mature boundary vegetation of the parcel. There are also several
individual mature trees within the field enclosures. The north-eastern part of the
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parcel contains an allotment, which is varied in terms of land cover. There are also
tracks and hard standing in the western part of the parcel, which lowers the
susceptibility.

Land Use, Scale and The land use includes agricultural land, hard standing and allotments, which have 3/5
Pattern evidence of human activity. The parcel consists of Grade 3 (Good to Moderate
Quiality) agricultural land. The landscape pattern is small-scale and includes a linear
block of mature vegetation, resulting in a medium susceptibility to change.
Settlement and Identity The western part of the parcel has a close relationship to existing development. The | 3/5
eastern part of the parcel has less of an influence due to intervening mature
vegetation. Apart from the school complex there is limited settlement influence in the
local landscape, resulting in a medium susceptibility.
Condition The condition of mature vegetation on the parcel appears to be good. 4/5
B. Landscape Susceptibility 16/25
Total
C. Landscape Value
Designations The parcel is not covered by any statutory or local landscape designations and is of | 1/5
very low landscape value.
Recreational There are allotments on the northern part of the parcel which allows public access, |3/5
which are also identified within the Lewes District Open Space Strategy (2020).
Cultural Heritage and The western part of the parcel appears to have reference to ancient enclosed 3/5
Association agricultural land, as evidenced in the East Sussex Historic Environment Record and
resulting in evidence of cultural or association value.
Functional (ecological and | The vegetation around the perimeter of the parcel is mature and established and 4/5
green infrastructure) connects similar vegetation patterns to the north and south of the parcel, so has a
functional value in terms of habitat connectivity.
Perception The eastern part of the parcel is perceived as being the gap between Chailey 3/5
Commons to the east and development to the west of the parcel. The western part
of perceived as part of the school grounds. There is a limited sense of remoteness
and tranquillity due to the adjoining land use and proximity to the A272 and B2183
roads, notably in the eastern part. The Chailey Neighbourhood Development Plan
(2021) notes the dark skies within the area, increasing landscape value.
D. Landscape Value Total 14/25
E. Landscape Sensitivity | In summary, indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the functional value of | 31/50
Total (B+D) the parcel and its connectivity with surrounding ecological designations, the small-
scale pattern and condition of the vegetation. Indicators of low landscape sensitivity
include no statutory or local landscape designations.
Visual Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
F. Visual Susceptibility
AECOM

193




Lewes Landscape Sensitivity Assessment

Project number: 60676353

General Visibility

Due to mature vegetation in the local landscape, visibility is limited as views are only
available through less dense sections of vegetation. Views towards the parcel and
any new development would generally be seen within the context of two and three
storey development. The western part of the parcel is very well contained.

2/5

Skylines

Whilst the parcel is generally contained, it does lie on relatively high land in the
surrounding landscape and there are several landmark features nearby which
development on the parcel could be seen in connection with, including Chailey
Windmill and St Martins Chapel, such that the susceptibility is high.

4/5

Scenic Quality

There is a high influence on the parcel from existing development and partially from
movement along the A272 and B2183 roads. However, there is also scenic quality
due to a backdrop of woodland edges. Susceptibility is considered to be medium for
the eastern part of the parcel but noting that this is somewhat reduced for the
western part due to a high influence from development.

3/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.30) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of
development on the parcel is mainly to the south and east of the parcel and is
localised to within close proximity of the parcel, before becoming more intermittent
across the wider landscape to the south of the parcel, including higher land within
the South Downs National Park. Field work demonstrated that due to the
containment of the parcel by mature vegetation and existing built form but noting the
elevated nature of the parcel, there is considered to be a low contribution to the
wider landscape in terms of inter-visibility.

2/5

Receptors

Typical receptors include those using the local PRoW network and CRoW Access
Land, which surround the parcel but noting the intervening mature vegetation and
built form which lessen the number of people. Receptors with views in the eastern
part of the parcel include partial visibility from road users along the A272, available
through breaks in the mature vegetation. Views from these receptors are largely
screened to the western part of the parcel. Receptors would include those in
education within the school immediately to the north. This results in a moderate
number of people with receptors involved in recreation with views into the parcel.

3/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

14/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

Within the Chailey Neighbourhood Development Plan 2019-2034, an identified view
within the 6Viewscapes across Chail eybd
south from Chailey Wi ndmil!| acr o
Visual value is therefore high. Field work demonstrated that the South Downs
National Park is visible above the tree line on the southern boundary of the eastern
part of the parcel. The western part of the parcel also had inter-visibility with the
South Downs National Park but noting the context of the school. Therefore, the
parcel is considered to be within the visual setting of the South Downs National Park
but not the setting of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Visual
value is considered to be high.

6vi ew

4/5

Recognition and association | There are no known references to the view in published studies, literature or art, 1/5
such that visual value is very low.
Purpose of the view Due to the proximity to Chailey Common, there is some sense of place, and the 3/5
location is unlikely to be visited for the view due to containment of mature
vegetation.
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I. Visual Value Total

8/15

J. Visual Sensitivity Total
(G+I)

In summary, indicators of high visual sensitivity include a high number of receptors
in the local landscape and further afield due to the elevated nature of the parcel, but
also noting its containment in part by mature vegetation and existing development
immediately to the north. Indicators of low visual sensitivity are limited to low general
visibility.

22/40

K. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (E+J)

53/90

L. Review and Comments

Small-scale and medium-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having a
medium sensitivity to these types of development. The parcel may have some
potential to accommodate the relevant type of development in some defined
situations, including consideration of receptors in the local landscape and functional
value of the parcel. The medium sensitivity to change for the parcel is considered an
appropriate conclusion in landscape and visual terms.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

Should development come forwards, it would need to be set within a strong
landscape framework to restrict views from the wider landscape. This should also
enhance the wider green infrastructure network and surrounding ecologically
designated areas. Development would be more appropriate in the western part of
the parcel due to the stronger relationship with existing development to the north.

Any development should not detract from the scenic quality and recreational
receptors visiting Chailey Common. There are opportunities to further enhance the
local recreational access from the surrounding CRoW Access Land. Any
development on the parcel should respect key views, including from Chailey
Windmill to the north and the proximity to cultural heritage assets. The dark skies
within the local area should be protected by limiting the potential light spillage by
best practice design and avoiding or limiting as practicable.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to within
the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to Landscape
Character Area G1: Chailey Common Heathland.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

53/90
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Tabb®&8Landscape SensitiviNoyr tAs s@hsasinieenyt B or

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative photograph

North Chailey B

Northern extent: Local nature reserve, woodland block, SSSI and Chailey Common (CRoW
Access Land).

Eastern extent: Woodland block and SSSI, part of the North Chailey settlement boundary
Western extent: Local nature reserve, Chailey Common (CRoW Access Land) and SSSI.
Southern extent: Local nature reserve and Chailey Common (CRoW Access Land)

Noting that this parcel includes one LAA site: 22CH.

Character description

The parcel covers a gently rolling area of land. The parcel consists of two small-scale field
enclosures which appear to be in use as gardens. The two field enclosures are separated by
the route of the A272 and lie adjacent to Chailey Common. The parcel also contains a few
residential properties on the edge of North Chailey, which are beyond the existing settlement
boundary.

The parcel is covered by:

T Natural Englanddés National Character Area

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area
14: Western Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area G1: Chailey
Common Heathland

Landscape Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology

The parcel is gently rolling from +66m AOD in the north to +60m AOD in the south. | 2/5
There are no notable water features present on the parcel and it is not located within
a flood zone, therefore resulting in a low susceptibility to change.

Landcover

The landcover predominantly comprises grassland in two field enclosures, which are | 3/5
divided by existing residential development, the A272 and Mill Lane. The boundary
vegetation consists of mature trees and low-level hedgerow. There are several

individual mature trees within the field enclosure. The adjacent woodland blocks on
the boundary of the parcel are identified within the Priority Habitats Inventory, which
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suggests some species diversity within the mature boundary vegetation of the
parcel.

Land Use, Scale and The land use appears to be gardens, which have evidence of human activity. The 3/5
Pattern parcel consists of Grade 3 (Good to Moderate Quality) agricultural land. The
landscape pattern is small-scale and intricate, resulting in a medium susceptibility.
Settlement and Identity The parcel contains two-storey ribbon residential development along the A272 and | 2/5
is otherwise surrounded by Chailey Common which has limited development.
Development would generally be consistent with the existing linear settlement
pattern.
Condition The condition of the mature vegetation on the parcel and its boundaries is fair due to | 3/5
some degradation on the boundaries in the northern part.
B. Landscape Susceptibility 13/25
Total
C. Landscape Value
Designations The parcel is not covered by any statutory or local landscape designations and is of | 1/5
lower landscape value.
Recreational The parcel is not publicly accessible. 1/5
Cultural Heritage and There is no evidence of cultural heritage or association in relation to the parcel. 1/5
Association
Functional (ecological and | The parcel borders a local nature reserve, SSSI and lowland heathland identified 3/5
green infrastructure) within the Priority Habitats Inventory, therefore the boundary vegetation has
functional value is terms of the functioning of natural and ecological systems.
Perception The parcel is perceived as being part of the residential edge of North Chailey, with a | 2/5
limited sense of remoteness and tranquillity. Due to the mature vegetation
separating the parcel from the Commons, it has a stronger relationship with
development. The Chailey Neighbourhood Development Plan (2021) notes the dark
skies within the area, increasing landscape value.
D. Landscape Value Total 8/25
E. Landscape Sensitivity | In summary, indicators of high landscape sensitivity include the species diversity on |21/50
Total (B+D) the edges of the parcel given its proximity to ecologically designated land and the
small-scale, intricate nature of the parcel. Indicators of low landscape sensitivity
include no notable water features or flood zone on the parcel and the residential
land uses and perception of being part of the settlement pattern.
Visual Sensitivity Assessment Narrative Score
F. Visual Susceptibility
General Visibility The settlement of North Chailey to the east and west of the parcel lies at a similar 4/5
height to the southern part of the parcel and slightly lower than the northern part of
the parcel. Views of the parcel would generally be seen in the context of
development with North Chailey. Vegetation in the local landscape results in some
filtered views in the surrounding area and it should be noted that the parcel forms an
AECOM
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important part of views where possible due to proximity near to Chailey Windmill..
This is particularly notable on the southern part of the parcel due to low-level
hedgerow vegetation on the southern and western boundaries, such that the
susceptibility would be high.

Skylines

The parcel lies on relatively high land in the surrounding landscape and there are
several landmark features nearby which development on the parcel could be seen in
connection with, including Chailey Windmill and St Martins Chapel, such that the
susceptibility is high.

4/5

Scenic Quality

There is a high influence on the parcel from existing development and movement
along the A272. However, there is also scenic quality due to a backdrop of
woodland edges. Susceptibility is considered to be lower.

2/5

Inter-visibility

The screened ZTV (Figure D.31) shows that the majority of theoretical visibility of
development on the parcel is shown to the south, east and west, including higher
land within the South Downs National Park to the south at a distance and a small
pocket within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty to the north. Field
work demonstrated that noting the containment of the northern part of the parcel and
partially of the southern part by mature vegetation, there is considered to be a
moderate contribution to the wider landscape due to inter-visibility due to the
elevated position of the parcel.

3/5

Receptors

Typical receptors may include those on the local PRoW network and CRoW Access
Land, which lie adjacent to the parcel. Receptors would also include road users
along the A272, less so relating to the northern part of the parcel due to intervening
vegetation and built form, and those within residential properties adjacent to the
parcel. This results in a moderate number of people where the view is involved in
recreation.

3/5

G. Visual Susceptibility
Total

16/25

H. Visual Value

Designations

Within the Chailey Neighbourhood Development Plan 2019-2034, an identified view
within the 6Viewscapes across Chail ey?d
6view south from Chailey Wi ndmil!/ acr o
Field work demonstrated that mature vegetation on the western edge of the parcel
largely screens views to the South Downs National Park, however during winter
there may be heavily filtered views to high land that is visible from the public

footpath on the western edge of the northern part of the parcel. There is also inter-
visibility at a distance in the southern part of the parcel. Therefore, the parcel is
considered to be within the visual setting of the South Downs National Park but not
the setting of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

3/5

Recognition and association

No evidence of recognition or association.

1/5

Purpose of the view

Due to the proximity to Chailey Common, there is a sense of place, and the location
is visited for the view.

1/5

I. Visual Value Total

5/15
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J. Visual Sensitivity Total
(G+I)

In summary, indicators of high visual sensitivity include the location on relatively

higher ground than the surrounding landscape in close proximity to Chailey Windmill

and the potential visibility and the recreational, road and residential receptors in
close proximity. There are no indicators of low visual sensitivity.

21/40

K. Landscape Sensitivity
Total (E+J)

42/90

L. Review and Comments

Small-scale and medium-scale residential: The parcel is assessed as having a

medium-low sensitivity to small-scale and medium-scale residential development.

The parcel can accommodate the relevant type of development in many situations
without significant adverse landscape or visual effects. The medium-low sensitivity
to change for the parcel is considered an appropriate conclusion in landscape and
visual terms.

M. Final score, summary
analysis and high-level
guidance

Should development come forwards, it would need to be set within a strong
landscape framework to restrict views from the wider landscape. This is particularly

important for the southern part of the parcel due to intervisibility with the surrounding

landscape. This should also enhance the wider green infrastructure network and
surrounding ecologically designated areas. The existing vegetation, notably the
individual mature trees, should be protected. Any degradation to the existing
vegetation network, notably in the northern part of the parcel, should be enhanced.

Any development should not detract from the scenic quality and recreational
receptors visiting Chailey Common. There are opportunities to further enhance the
local recreational access from the surrounding CRoW Access Land. The public
footpath which lies on the eastern edge of the parcel should be protected. Any
development on the parcel should respect key views, including from Chailey
Windmill to the north and the proximity to cultural heritage assets. The dark skies
within the local area should be protected by limiting the potential light spillage by
best practice design and avoiding or limiting as practicable.

Any development should respect the small-scale, intricate pattern of the parcel, as
well as being consistent with the existing linear settlement pattern. This is
particularly important in the northern part of the parcel.

General guidance notes for development for the parcel should be referred to within
the Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023) with reference to Landscape
Character Area G1: Chailey Common Heathland.

For detailed information on an appropriate percentage mixture of development
height, area and density, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment would be
required.

42/90
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Tabb4Landscape Sensitivity Assessment for North Chai

Baseline Narrative

Site Location

Representative photograph

Nor€hailey C

Northern extent: A272.
Eastern extent: Woodland block and mature vegetation.
Southern extent: Ancient woodland.

Western extent: The settlement boundary of North Chailey and part of Parcel North Chailey E.

Noting that this parcel includes one LAA site: 31CH.

Character description

The parcel covers a gently rolling area of land. The parcel consists of a small-scale field and
two medium-scale fields. The fields are divided by mature trees and hedgerows. The parcel
also includes a residential property and garden, and farm buildings, some of which have been
converted to commercial uses, to the south of the A272. Therefore, the land use is a mix of

agriculture and residential.

The parcel is covered by:
f Natur al Engl andds National Character

1 East Sussex Landscape Character Assessment (2016), Local Landscape Character Area

14: Western Low Weald

1 Lewes Landscape Character Assessment (2023), Landscape Character Area C1:
Wivelsfield, Newick and Chailey Western Low Weald

Ar ea

Landscape Sensitivity

Assessment Narrative

Score

A. Landscape Susceptibility

Landform and Hydrology

The parcel is gently rolling from approximately +47m AOD in the south-east to +54m
AOD in the north-west. A small waterbody lies within the eastern part of the parcel,
near to existing farm buildings, which increases the susceptibility to change to
moderate. The parcel is not located within a flood zone.

3/5

Landcover

The landcover predominantly comprises grassland which is divided by mature trees
and hedgerow. A low height hedgerow lies adjacent to the A272 in the eastern part
of the parcel, with mature vegetation in the western part of the parcel adjacent to the
road. The western boundary of the parcel contains overgrown scrub adjacent to
North Chailey. The eastern part of the parcel contains several individual mature
trees, which increases the vegetation cover. The adjacent woodland blocks on the

4/5
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